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Order of Worship 

December 12, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum (Isaiah 35:1-10) 
  
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 
for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. 
Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness,  
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  The Lord has come! The Lord is 
coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and 
earth!   Amen.                                Psalm 124:8    
 
We light the third candle – the candle of Joy. 
 

*Opening Hymn:           #11 (red)    “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?” 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 



A glorious crown You give me, 
A treasure safe on high, 

That will not fail nor leave me 
As earthly riches fly. 

My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
Call to Worship  (Isaiah 35:1-10) 
 
Today there is good news for us to behold! 
Those who feared that they were worth little to God have found blessing in God’s 
sight. 
For in the mercy and love of God, the blind shall see, the lame shall walk without pain, 
those who could not hear shall be blessed with hearing, and there shall be peace. 
God’s mercy and love is poured out for our parched souls. 
Behold! The Lord’s compassion is with God’s people. 
Believe in the power of God in all things. AMEN. 
  
Invocation 
 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Too often we live and act out of fear. Far less often, we live and act with joy and 
gratitude. Too often we fail to see our need for repentance, the harm we do to 
others and to ourselves. Far less often, we trust the love within others and the 
abundance of your possibilities. Forgive us, O God. Show us what to do, and then 
burn a fire within us to do it. We pray in the name of the One who is coming. 
Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
As plain as the heart in our chests, the good news is this: God is our hope.  God is our 
life.  God is our future. 
We will sing aloud, our voices at full throttle.  We are forgiven, we are 
saved!  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
  



*Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed Responsive Version 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
We believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son? 
We believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father; from 
there he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy, catholic Church, the fellowship of the 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life eternal. 
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

  
The New Testament Reading:   Philippians 4:4-7   

Bible Text: 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

    

Musical Interlude:             “With Joy Draw Water from the Spring” 
 

Sermon Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols     

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #10   (red)   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 
Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within; 

And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 
We hail You as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge, and our great reward; 
O let us Your face upon us shine 

And fill the world with love divine. 
 

All praise to You, eternal Son, 
Whose advent has our freedom won, 

Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 

Offering Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom. May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 New Words of Hope “all things new” mediation guides for January, February, 

and March are available on the heater in the back of the sanctuary 
 If you were the head of a committee in 2021, please consider getting started 

on your annual report so you can just tweak it and get it to the secretary’s 
office in early January.  The Annual Report can aid the Search Committee in 
introducing a pastoral candidate to Bethany.  Thank you.  

 Claire Williams is pleased to report she is now in her new apartment at 91 
Church Avenue,  Apt. 307, in Ballston Spa, NY  12020.  Starting over is 
always hard, but having the stability of her own place will help root her in her 
new community.  She welcomes Bethany’s prayers and support and can 
always be reached at her old cell number.   

 Donations for diapers (or diaper coupons) to assist a hearing impaired 
student trying to finish her education through the migrant program at 
BOCES, and donations to the Christmas Fund to support the Emergency 
Overflow Shelter operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches should be 
labeled and placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church office. 

 Why not visit one of our shut-ins as a gift to honor Christ at Christmas?  
Names and addresses of some of our shut-ins can be found on tear off sheets 
in the narthex along with free visitation “business” cards to drop at their 
bedside should they be sleeping or want a reminder of your visit.  
Additionally, a list of some possible people to visit follows this bulletin. 

 Free Christmas Cards and Directories are available in the narthex. 
 

*Hymn of Parting               #18    (red)    “The Desert Shall Rejoice”   

The desert shall rejoice 
And blossom as a rose: 

It shall blossom abundantly 
And rejoice with praise and singing. 

The desert shall rejoice 
And blossom as a rose: 

For the ears of the deaf shall hear 
And the blind, their eyes be opened. 

The desert shall rejoice 
And blossom as a rose: 

For the tongue of the mute shall sing 
And the lame will dance with gladness. 



The desert shall rejoice 
And blossom as a rose: 

For the ground will become a pool 
And the dry land springs of water. 

The desert shall rejoice 
And blossom as a rose: 

As the ransomed return to God 
And come singing back to Zion, 

The desert shall rejoice 
And blossom as a rose: 

Unto Zion we come with joy, 
For our God has come to save us. 

 

Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*Benediction 
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,  make you 
complete in everything good so that you may do his will, working among us that 
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever 
and ever. And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 
 

 



Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

 

BEAUTIFUL POINSETTIAS 

GIVEN BY IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Diane Avery Edith & Erwin Avery 

Friends from Bethany 

Wendy & John Delehanty Charlie Frost 
Charlie Frost 

Polly & Bob Eberle Joan Hollner 

Bob Hollner My loving wife, Joan  

Debra Hollner Joan Hollner 

Pam & Oliver Menton Caitlin Kelley 

Janny & Andy Mironchuk Beloved Family  

Beloved Friends 

Chris & David van Alstyne Loved Ones 
Loved Ones 

Bethany Reformed Church Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett 

Gordon Davis 

Joan Hollner 

Tom Williams 



 

 

Some people from Bethany to remember who can’t come to 
church or visit you: 

 Mary Bartlett, Loudonville Assisted Living Rm. 102, 298 
Albany Shaker Road, Albany, NY  12211 

 Kathy Casey, River Ridge Living Center, 100 Sandy Drive, Amsterdam NY  
12021 

 Donald Gray, Beltrone Living Center, Six Winner’s Circle, Apt. 653, Albany, 
NY 12205 

 Jack Haefeli, Van Rensselaer Manor Nursing & Rehabilitation, 85 
Bloomingrove Drive, Room A308, Troy, NY  12180 

 Phoebe Lewinski, Atria Shaker Rm. 301, 345 Northern Blvd., Albany, NY  
12204 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 


