
 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

December 19, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum (Isaiah 7:10-16) 
  
But Ahaz said, I will not ask for a sign, and I will not put the   
Lord to the test.  Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of  
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also?  Therefore, 
the Lord himself will give you a sign.  
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel.                                
He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good.  The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!   
May we be found proclaiming:  Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth!   Amen.   
            
We light the fourth candle – the candle of Peace. 
 

*Opening Hymn    #101   (Green)      “God of Justice Ever Flowing” 

God of justice every flowing, righteousness beyond degree, 
breath of mercy ever blowing through our world to set us free: 

You have lifted up the humble and the thrones of power cast down, 
caused the proud of heart to stumble, sent a child to wear a crown 

 
Coming as a tiny baby, giving up your power and might, 

so in tenderness we may be moved to justice, love and light: 
help us see in every child that the Christ child dwells within, 

calls us to be reconciled, leads to justice, frees from sin. 
 

Some may celebrate with presents; some may greet the day through tears. 
still in all, your holy presence gladdens hearts, casts out our fears. 

Teach us how to live more simply, that we all may simply live, 
caring for the poor and lonely, in Christ’s name our love to give. 

 

Call to Worship  (Isaiah 7:10-16) 
This is the fourth Sunday of Advent, a time to rejoice in the wondrous things that 
God is doing. 
Our hearts are filled with the hope that is coming into the world. 



The time is fast approaching, not for parties or presence, but for the awareness of 
God’s loving gift to us--the gift of the Christ child. 
Help slow us down, Lord, that we may realize that your gift of love is at the 
center of our lives and our celebrations. 
Thanks be to God who again reminds us of God’s eternal love. 
Open our hearts, O Lord, to receive your blessed gift. AMEN. 
  
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. It’s only 6 
days away and we still have so much to do. Our preparations are far from 
complete, and we are exhausted. We wish this whole thing were over so 
that we could rest. Forgive our shortcomings and our short-sightedness. 
You have poured upon us blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of 
your love and presence; yet we have chosen to jump onto this “greased 
slide” into Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the 
ways in which you are present with us--not in the wrapped packages, the 
abundance of food, but in the love and compassion that is brought to all. 
Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive your love and the gift 
of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
God passes the heirloom of mercy down from generation to generation, always 
loving, always forgiving, always calling us to new life. 
As we open our hearts to God, we are filled with the joy that was sung at 
the Birth, with the Hope that walked among us, with the Grace which is 
always with us.  Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Faith—A responsive version of The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
He is the true and living God, 
worthy to receive glory and honour and power. 
He created all things, 
by his will they existed and were created. 
We believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
all things came into being through him. 
He is the image of the invisible God 
the firstborn of all creation. 
In him all things in heaven and on earth were created. 
He himself is before all things, 



and in him all things hold together. 
Being in the form of God, he emptied himself, 
he took the form of a slave, and was born in human likeness. 
Being found in human form, he humbled himself 
he became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross. 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 
he was buried; he was raised on the third day, according to the Scriptures. 
God also highly exalted Jesus: 
he gave him the name that is above every name. 
God has put all things under his feet: 
he made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body. 
We believe that Jesus died and rose again: 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 
As all die in Adam, 
so all will be made alive in Christ. 
Thanks be to God 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 1:39-55  

Bible Text: 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And why has this happened to me 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

Mary’s Song of Praise 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord. and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior,  for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from 
now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me, and holy is his name.  His mercy is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation.  He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered 



the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  He has brought down the powerful from 
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and 
sent the rich away empty.  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 
descendants forever.” 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

    

Music Interlude:    “Song of Mary” 

Sermon Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      #17     (Red)   “ ‘Sleepers, Wake!’ A Voice Astounds Us” 

 
“Sleepers, wake!”  A voice astounds us: 

The shout of rampart guards surrounds us; 
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

Midnight’s peace their cry has broken. 
Their urgent summons clearly spoken: 
“The time has come, O maidens wise! 

Rise up, and give us light; 
The Bridegroom is in sight. 

Alleluia!  Your lamps prepare and hasten there, 
That you the wedding feast may share.” 

 
Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

Her heart with joyful hope is springing; 
She wakes and hurries through the night, 
Forth He comes, her Bridegroom glorious 
In Strength of grace, in truth victorious; 
Her star is risen, her light grows bright. 

Now come, most worthy Lord, 
God’s Son, Incarnate Word, 

Alleluia! We follow all and heed your call 
To come into the banquet hall. 

 
Lamb of God, the heavens adore You: 
Let saints and angels sing before You, 
As harps and cymbals swell the sound. 
Twelve great pearls, the city’s portals; 

Through them we stream to join the immortals 
As we with joy Your throne surround. 

No eye has known the sight, 



No ear heard such delight; 
Alleluia!  Therefore we sing to greet our King; 

Forever let our praises ring. 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom. May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 The Christmas Eve Service at Bethany will start at 7 pm in the Sanctuary. 
 Envelopes for the Christmas offering that will go this year to the Emergency 

Overflow Shelter operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches can be 
found in the narthex along with envelopes for the BOCES migrant student 
program.  Thank you for sharing your blessings with others in need.   

 The 2020 Pledge Envelopes are also available in the narthex for those who 
have stepped forward in faith to help Bethany plan for the future.  If you 
would still like to help, fill out a pledge card and we supply envelopes for 
your convenience.        

 Liliana, a hearing impaired teenager,  thanks all who have already donated 
diapers and given her the gift of a little extra  “breathing room” as she 
struggles to complete her education.  You have helped both Liliana and her 
young daughter.    

 Because this is the last regular church service before Christmas, please take 
a few minutes after the service to extend some Christmas cheer to members 
of the Bethany family that have only been able to attend the service on 
Zoom.  We miss them all.   

 The January newsletter will go out the week after Christmas during a 
shortened work week.  Please consider getting any articles into the office 
early as well as any Annual Review reports.  Thank you.   

 



*Hymn of Parting    #104    (green)      “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 

Blest be the God of Israel 
Who sets all people free 

And raises up new hope for us: 
A Branch from David's tree. 

So have the prophets long declared 
That with a mighty arm 

God would turn back our enemies 
And all who wish us harm. 

With promised mercy will God still 
the covenant recall, 

The oath once sworn to Abraham: 
From foes to save us all, 

That we might worship God without fear 
And offer lives of praise 

In holiness and righteousness 
to serve God all our days. 

 
My child, as prophet of the Lord, 

You will prepare the way, 
To tell God’s people they are saved 

From sin's eternal sway. 
Then shall God's mercy from on high 

Shine forth and never cease 
To drive away the gloom of death 

And lead us into peace. 

 

Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

*Benediction 
Never put your faith in worldly status, and never underestimate your heavenly  
importance. Let your trust in the coming of Christ soar within you like wings of joy. 
Go out into the world and serve one another as God-bearers. Grace, mercy and 
peace,  
from God our Creator, through Jesus our Saviour, in the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit our  
Nurturer, be with you this day and evermore. 
Amen! 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

Zoom Opportunities              

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021 

Summary – General Fund      This Month    Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 
 
Last week’s collection:  $1,080 


