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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
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GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
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Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 
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Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

 



 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 
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Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
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given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

 



 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
                         760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 
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Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 
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Winnie Burnett  
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Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

 



 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 
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GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
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plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

 



 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
                         760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

 



 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
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plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
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Order of Worship 
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Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
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 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

 



 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 
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Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
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Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
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Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 
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Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
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Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

 



 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

 



 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
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Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
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Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
                         760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum  
We proclaim now and forever:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
 We light the fifth candle- Candle of Christ 
 
*Opening Hymn    #41  (red)  “O Come All Ye Faithful “ 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest![Refrain] 

 

Call to Worship   
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
God is there.  
When Jesus is presented at the temple, 



God is there.  
When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
God is there.  
When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
God is there.  
This very night, 
God is here.  
In the future we cannot see, 
God is there.  
Let us worship God! 
 
Invocation--Confessional Dialog based on Psalm 18 and Isaiah 9  
How I love you, Lord! You are my Defender. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The Lord is my Savior; he is my strong Fortress.  My God is my Protection; I am 
safe with God. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
In my trouble I called to the Lord; I called to my God for help. 
O Lord, you are my light. My God dispels my darkness. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in the 
land of deep darkness, on them the Light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of Joy, we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival is enough to cause the forests 
to sing for joy, yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh.  
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate every corner of our 
lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded in worry and doubt. 
Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find 
ourselves resentful that your love extends to those whom we deem to be 
unworthy. 
God, you invite us into the light of the stable where the overlooked and 
forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your love. Give us the 
strength and courage to join you at the manger. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Into the valleys of our death, Jesus comes with life; 
into the shadows of our world, Jesus brings light; 
into the brokenness of our lives, Jesus brings forgiveness and peace. 
Thanks be to God for the gift of the Baby of Bethlehem, who brings joy and 
peace to us in these moments of forgiveness and in all the days to 
come.  Amen 

 

 



 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  

Bible Text: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude                “What Child Is This” 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

*Hymn of Parting              #40   (red)    “Joy To the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 



No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

* Benediction  
Good friends, rejoice; God values you enough to be born in your  
heart tonight! 
Alleluia! 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 

 

*Choral Response    #60    (red)   “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Diane Avery     Her Parents and Friends from Bethany 
Wendy  & John Delehanty   Charlie Frost 
Polly and Bob Eberle   Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner     His wife, Joan Hollner 
Debra Hollner              Her mother, Joan Hollner 
Pam & Oliver Menton   Caitlin Kelly 
Janny & Andy Mironchuk   Beloved Family and Friends 
Chris & David van Alstyne   Loved Ones 
Bethany Reformed Church  Dot Allen 

Winnie Burnett  
Gordon Davis 
Tom Williams 

 
 
 



 
 
Contributions to the Bethany’s Christmas charity, the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches, or to Bethany’s ongoing support 
for the BOCES Migrant Education Program’s students can be placed in the offering 
plates in the back of the sanctuary—humble gifts as thanks for the wondrous gift 
given to us.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
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