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Order of Worship 

December 26, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; 
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings; 
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
Therefore, we proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. 
Amen.  
 

*Opening Hymn                    #22      (red)      “Angels From the Realms of Glory” 

 
 Angels from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation's story 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth. 

 
Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King! 

 
Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

Watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; 

Yonder shines the infant light: 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 
Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations; 
Ye have seen His natal star. 

 
All creation, join in praising 
God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 
To the eternal Three in One. 

 



Call to Worship  
How are we to live as God's beloved children? 
We are to have attitudes and actions of compassion and justice. 
How are we to live as neighbors with one another? 
We are to put on the garments of love and peace. 
Let us come before the Lord in gratitude for all we have been given. 
Lord, thank you for all you continue to do in our lives.  Amen. 
  

Invocation 
O Spirit, rise up from the earth to be with us in this place; descend from the 
heavens to be with us in this time. We have gathered to worship you, for such is 
the beginning of wisdom. In worship, we begin to grasp that, compared with yours, 
the vast scope of our minds is confined; that the steady scale of our hearts is 
unsure; that the masterful skill of our hands is common. 

O Spirit, like Hannah and Elkanah and Mary and Joseph, we must learn the wisdom 
of honoring that which lies beyond us, of keeping within our hearts that which we 
do not comprehend. Help us, as we ponder the power of your presence, the 
strength of your touch, and the mystery of your voice, to trust the prophets you 
raise up among your children and the savior you send unto your people. Amen. 

  

Prayer of Confession 
Lord, it's only a couple days after the Christmas celebration and we are 
exhausted. People have come and gone; gatherings are winding down; we 
are being reminded of the “normalcy" of life returning to us. We don't want 
to go there just yet. We want to linger in the warmth of the season. 
Forgive us when we don't seem to feel your warmth in our lives all the 
time. Forgive us when we assign warmth only to Christmas, and then to 
Easter and seem to dwell on the mundane the rest of the time. Give us 
courage to live as people of the Light, those who find your comforting, 
encouraging presence in our lives at all times. Strengthen us for joyful 
service in your name. AMEN. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
Hear the good news. The time is now; the place is here: God has redeemed us from 
sin; God has claimed us as the children of Hope. 

Praise God, all people, for life is given to us anew; eternity is our home. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 



*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe that God has come to us as a little child, making our weakness 
his strength, securing our salvation by becoming one of us, blessing us 
with a steadfast savior, filling our hearts with joy to be shared with one 
another. We believe that God has birthed righteousness and justice into 
the world, giving us a law that will be written upon our hearts, making the 
cause of the oppressed the highest priority, declaring an everlasting reign 
of peace, defeating the power of pain and suffering. We believe that God 
calls us to participate in this reality of love, inviting us to proclaim Christ’s 
resurrection at the Table, transforming us as disciples to go out into the 
world, sending us forth to announce his kingdom of peace and comfort, 
challenging us to see everyone as nothing less than beloved children. This 
we believe. This we preach. This we seek to embody in word and deed. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God  

 

The New Testament Reading Luke 2:41-52 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover.  And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival.  When the 
festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.  Assuming that he was in the group of 
travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their 
relatives and friends.  When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
search for him.  After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  And all who heard him 
were amazed at his understanding and his answers.  When his parents saw him 
they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us 
like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.”  He 
said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in 
my Father’s house?”  But they did not understand what he said to them.  Then he 
went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 
treasured all these things in her heart.  And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
years, and in divine and human favor. 



This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

    

Musical Interlude        “Away In a Manger” 

 

Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols     

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving       #56  (red)    “The First Nowell” 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay akeeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 
Refrain: 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel. 

 
They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. [Refrain] 
 

And by the light of that same star, 
Three wise men came from country far; 

To seek for a King was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain] 

 
This star drew nigh to the northwest; 

O'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
And there it did both stop and stay, 

Right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 
 

Then entered in those wise men three, 
Full reverently upon the knee, 

And offered there, in His presence, 
Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. [Refrain] 



 
Then let us all with one accord 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
That hath made Heaven and earth of naught, 

And with His blood our life hath bought. [Refrain] 

 

Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom. May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen 

 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 This is Rev. Nichols last week with us.  Please thank him for his service to 
Bethany and keep him in your prayers as he undertakes a new job as a 
hospice chaplain in New Jersey.  

 Nancy Landrigan will be our guest preacher next week.  She is a member of 
the Delmar Reformed Church and the clerk of the Albany Reformed Church of 
America Classis.  Her “day job” is a substitute teacher.  Nancy is also a 
frequent customer at our Brooks’ Chicken BBQs so she will feel right at 
home.  Communion will be served. 

 The newsletter will go out this week.  Please have all articles to the church 
office by Wednesday.  Thank you. 

 Please have your annual reports to the church office by mid-January so we 
can compile the report and have it available for the Search Committee.   



 Diane would like to thank the congregation for the lovely evergreen 
arrangement that fills her home with the special aroma of the season.  The 
job of church secretary has been a blessing and you have been the best 
bosses she has ever had.  

 Pledge envelopes for 2022 are available in the narthex.    

 

*Hymn of Parting             #31    (red)     “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King. 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 
Refrain: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time, behold Him come, 
Offspring of the virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, 

Jesus our Emmanuel. 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 

Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that we no more may die. 
Born to raise us from the earth, 

Born to give us second birth. 

 
 



Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

*Benediction  
People who have been found, loved, and forgiven, go into God's world bringing 
messages of peace, love and hope to all you meet. Be prepared for lives of service, 
helping others in all kinds of needs and situations. Go in peace. Amen. 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

_______________________________________________________ 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $244  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 


