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Order of Worship 
December 5, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
  

Votum (Isaiah 11:1-10 ) 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, … 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found  
proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   Amen.      
                            
We light the second candle – the candle of Peace. 
 

Call to Worship  (Isaiah 11:1-10) 
Friends, I dreamt that a new shoot was growing from the stump we thought was long dead. 
We dreamt too — of cows and bears grazing next to one another in the field. 
In my dream there was a toddler laughing in wonder and without fear at the world around her. 
In our dreams, the wolf and the lamb found shelter together in a barn; the leopard and the 
goat curled up next to one another in the hay. 
Did you dream too of generosity and compassion clothing all people like a soft robe? 
Yes, and all people recognized the evils of poverty and worked together for restoration. 
Let us not shy away from our dreams but seek God through them. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn             #9   (red)              “O Come O Come Immanuel” 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
O Come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death’s dark shadow put to flight 

Refrain 



 
O come, Desire of nations, bind 

All Peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Refrain 

 

Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your greatness. We 
praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your wonderful deeds. Your 
power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is overwhelming, your love is never 
failing. You promised that you will never leave or forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and 
truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
When our faith is rooted deeply in you, O God, 
our lives reflect your kingdom values of justice and righteousness, 
but sometimes our lives become so entangled with the values of the world, 
that your values take second place. 
Forgive us, O God, 
and reconnect us to the Holy Spirit, 
source of power and life. 
Merciful God, strip our hearts and minds 
of all that prevents our lives being firmly rooted in you. 
May our lives bear fruit worthy of our faith in you, 
as we watch and wait for your breaking into our world once more, 
in the person of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
This is the good news: God remembers!  Not our sins, not our foolish lives, not our rebellion. 
God remembers us -  and redeems us! 
God prepares the way for us - the way to grace, to hope, to new life.  Joyfully, we offer 
our thanks to God. Amen. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
 



*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    
 

The New Testament Reading:  Luke 3:1-6 

Bible Text 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into 
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,” The voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God.’” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

    

Musical Interlude   “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying” 

Sermon Message by Rev. Eric L Nichols    

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving       #13   (red)     “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 
 

Prepare the way, O Zion, Your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley A level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in glory, Foretold in sacred story. 
O best in Christ that came In god’s most holy name. 

 
Christ brings God’s rule, O Zion; He comes from heaven above. 

His rule is peace and freedom, and justice truth, and love. 
Lift your praise resounding, For grace and joy abounding. 

O Best is Christ that came In God’s most holy name. 
 



Fling wide your gates, O Zion; Your Savior’s rule embrace. 
And tidings of salvation Proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow rejoicing, Their adoration voicing. 
O Blest is Christ that came In God’s most holy name. 

 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your word says that 
we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. Accept our tithes and offerings as 
a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for the effective growth of your kingdom. May 
Christ dwell in our hearts through faith so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have 
the strength to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. May we be filled with all the 
fullness of God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 
*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate 
is a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the world 
to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine law, 
even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. By his death, resurrection, and 
ascension he established a new and eternal covenant of grace and reconciliation that we 
might be accepted of God and never be forsaken by him. 
 
We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world.  In the breaking of the bread he makes himself 
known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal.  In the cup of 
blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 
 
Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-giving 
Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true love, mindful 
of the communion of saints. 
COMMUNION PRAYER/GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 



We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all places, 
O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God! You created heaven with all its hosts and 
the earth with all its plenty.  You have given us life and being, and preserve us by your 
providence.  But you have shown us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your 
Son, Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation.  For the 
precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise and bless you, O 
God.  With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship and 
adore your glorious name. 
 
Here all shall say or sing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Silence 
 
Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once on the 
cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world.  In the joy of his resurrection 
and in expectation of his coming again, we offer ourselves to you as holy and living 
sacrifices.  Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
 
Here all shall say or sing: 
Christ has died!  Christ is risen!  Christ will come again! 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup which 
we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ. Grant that, being 
joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow up in all things into 
Christ our Lord.  And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and 
these grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may soon 
be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
 
THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s holy 
name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 
 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with 
steadfast love and mercy.  
 



The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  He does 
not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as the 
heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear 
him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear 
him, who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him.  
 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from this time forth 
forevermore. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 When the congregation is served communion and you are participating in the service 
via Zoom, please join in with your own elements. They are consecrated within the 
liturgy and symbolically represent the blood and body of Jesus Christ. Please join in 
the fellowship of sharing this Blessed Sacrament.   

 Free Christmas cards are available in the narthex.  Please take them along with a 
new directory and send a card to those isolated by COVID or other disabilities.  Just 
adding “You are missed” tells them that they were important to you and are 
remembered.  Even getting numerous identical cards, sends a message of 
community and love that many need this year more than ever.  

 The newsletter was delayed.  Digital copies are out, but for those that have 
requested paper copies; they should be arriving in your mailboxes shortly.  

 Please pray for the Carl Koch’s family as they mourn his passing.  Carl is 
remembered by many in the congregation and was the son of Charlie and Jesse 
Koch.   

 While Bob Eberle has been missed in church after undergoing knee replacement 
surgery, he is still working with the Search Committee on finding Bethany a new 
pastor and was at their meeting this week.  That’s dedication.  Thank you, Bob. 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #12  (red)     “People Look East” 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
 
 



Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
One more seed is planted there: 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
That in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 
 
Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your church, 
here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, 
but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find ways to 
reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly expectant with 
open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to our flock. May the 
world know that we are Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this 
church body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 
 



*Benediction 
May God protect you through your time of trial. May the love of Christ, 
seen in what he did, and heard in what he said, fill you with joy and hope. 
May the Holy Spirit advocate for you, leading into all truth, lighting the way of faith, and 
strengthening you to follow Jesus, so that you will become like a strong, young tree, 
growing deep and bearing much fruit. Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or just 
slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed service/activity 
you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the internet to 
worship and stay in touch.   


