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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

January 2, 2022 

Prelude    Carol Medley - Traditional, arranged by Mark Hayes 
“Good Christian Men Rejoice” 
“Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
“Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, maker of heaven and earth.  Grace, and 
peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

Call to Worship   

Leader:  Arise, shine for your light has come.  The glory of God has risen 
among us. 
People:  We are awake; we are alive! Praise God for deliverance and 
blessings. 
Leader:  Lift up your eyes to see all around you.  Let your hearts rejoice, 
and be radiant with hope. 
People: May justice water the earth like a shower; let righteousness 
and peace abound. 
Leader: Receive again the promises of the gospel.  Participate in the mystery 
of Jesus Christ. 
People: God’s ways are being revealed to us today.  Our church 
proclaims the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
 

*Opening Hymn  #23   (red)     “Angels We Have Heard On High”   

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 



 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heavenly song? [Refrain] 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.[Refrain] 

Invocation 

Prayer of Confession 

God of light, we admit the ways we retreat into the shadows of 
pretension and exclusion.  How often we choose to associate with 
people who are like us and then look down on others who differ from 
us.  It is easier to discover their sins than to admit our own.  We 
judge the poor and join their oppressors, while you call us to care for 
anyone who has need.  We imagine that we alone are receivers of 
your grace, while you welcome everyone.  Save us from our 
earthbound judgments, so that we can look up and be guided by the 
star that draws all people to you.  Amazed by your forgiving spirit, 
we fall down to worship you.  Amen 

Words of Assurance 
People of God, Light has come to you. The light of Christ has come and it 
has erased the darkness.  
Now we can walk and we can work and we can live in the light.  
You are loved by God and through Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
 

Instructions for Living 
As recipients of God’s amazing love, live as beloved people remembering 
how Jesus instructs us to live – “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 

 



*Affirmation of Faith 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Musical Interlude:   Choir: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”    

 
Prayer of Illumination    
 

Scripture Reading:    Matthew 2:1-12  

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who 
has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Messiah was to be born.  “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 



Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.” 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another route. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Sermon “Where’s the Star?”    

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving   #66  (red)  “We Three Kings of Orient Are”   

We three kings of Orient are, 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
Following yonder star. 

 
Refrain: 

O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright; 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light! 

 
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, 
Over us all to reign. (Refrain) 

 
Frankincense to offer have I: 
Incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising, we are raising, 
Worshipping God Most High. (Refrain) 



 
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

Breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain) 
 

Glorious now behold Him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice; 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Sounds through the earth and skies. (Refrain) 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT  (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 
We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 



We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Words of Institution:  Elements Distributed and Received 

Music:  “What Child is This”  (Greensleeves) - Old English Air, arranged by John W. Schaum 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Pleased to report Jean Gantz is recovering from her bout with COVID and her 

husband remains symptom free. Halleluja.   
 Poinsettias can be removed today to be enjoyed at home.  Many thanks to all 

who donated these beautiful flowers for everyone to enjoy.  



 Next week Peter Pagerey will return to our pulpit. Peter Pagerey is a 
Preaching Elder from the First Church in Albany. He has been preaching for 
about 15 years.  He worked for IBM for 30 years before retiring and then for 
the Albany Medical College for 8 years before retiring again (and hopefully 
the last time).  He is married and has 4 children and 8 grandchildren as part 
of a blended family. Two of the grandchildren live with Pete and his wife, a 4 
year old and an 8 year old.  Pete enjoys reading science fiction, history (any 
era), and action books. He and his wife also enjoy doing jigsaw puzzles and 
watching the New York Yankees (for the most part). 

*Hymn of Parting   #29    (red)   “Go Tell It On the Mountain”    

Go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
That Jesus Christ is born. 

 
While shepherds kept their watching 

O'er silent flocks by night, 
Behold throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled, 
When lo! above the earth, 

Rang out the angels chorus 
That hailed our Savior's birth. 

 
Down in a lowly manger 

The humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn. 

Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 



other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

*Benediction 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude                   “For Unto Us a Child is Born” by G.F.Handel, arranged by Mark Hayes 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $854  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 


