
 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 
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Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
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5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
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worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
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the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 



 

Peter Pagerey 
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2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 9, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM  
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   - Based on Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;  
worship the Lord in holy splendor.  
The voice of the Lord is powerful;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.  
May the Lord give strength to his people!  
May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

 
*Opening Hymn     #356   (red)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 



Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
INVOCATION 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us 
confess our sin to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us 
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with 
ourselves, separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to 
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one 
another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving-kindness 
have mercy on us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 
make in baptism so that we may rise to new life and live together in grace. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
the good news!  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 



     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Musical Interlude        “Brightest and Best” 

 

The Word of God 

    
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven 
and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe 
the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed 
you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children 
from the east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
   
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 



Luke 3:15-17 
 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

SERMON Baptism 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #376    (red)   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING:  OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
We return to you, O God, a portion of what you have given us. We dedicate these 
offerings to the ongoing mission of the church in the cause of Jesus Christ. Keep us 
humble of spirit, so that we might not only remember those less fortunate but walk 
and serve with them – as you walked and served with us. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS) 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week our guest preacher will be Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of 

the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church.   She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development.  She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie, have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church. 

 If you were in charge of a committee or fundraiser in 2021, please get a 
summary of the work that was done in 2021 to the church office so an 
Annual Report can be produced showing the current status of our church.  
COVID disrupted many of our church activities, but even if the report shows 
no activity, but hope and future plans, it says something about Bethany that 
we as a congregation and any ministerial candidate will want to know.   

 Poinsettias are available for the taking, whether or not you purchased them.  
Please take one to remind you of God’s beauty and blessings or share them 
with a friend or shut-in.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING      #391  (red)   “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Take my hands, and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

 
 
*BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of his 
Spirit, Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
make you a manifestation of his life.  And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in 
the fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith.  To the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 



 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last week’s Collection: $1729  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 


