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Service will be Zoomed ONLY 
Order of Worship 
January 16, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen         
 
CALL TO WORSHIP ~ based on John 2 
Come to the Feast. 
 Come welcome us here. 
Come to be fed. 
 Christ nourishes us with love. 
Come to be transformed. 
 The Spirit re-creates us anew each day. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:     #488  (red)  “The God of Abraham Praise” 
 

The God of Abraham praise, 
Who reigns enthroned above; 
The ancient of eternal days, 

The God of Love! 
The Lord, the great I Am, 

By earth and heaven confessed, 
We bow before Your holy name, 

Forever blest. 
 

Your spirit still flows free, 
High surging where it will; 

In prophet's word You spoke of old 
And You speak still. 

Established is Your law, 
And changeless it shall stand, 

Deep writ upon the human heart, 
On sea, or land. 

 
You have eternal life 

Implanted in the soul; 
Your love shall be our strength and stay, 

While ages roll. 
We praise You, living God! 
We praise Your holy name; 



 

 

The first, the last, beyond all thought, 
And still the same! 

INVOCATION 
Living Water, flow through our worship. Nourish us with your loving presence.  
Draw us ever closer to you, that our empty vessels may be filled, and that our souls 
may be transferred into fountains of love, life, and joy.       Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
When hope runs dry, lift us out of despair, O God, and fill us with the 
waters of renewal.  When our efforts fall short, forgive our failings, and 
reclaim us with your promise.  When the weight of worry holds us down, 
lift us up with your comfort, and show us the way forward.  Transform our 
lives, as you once transformed water into wine, that we may flow with 
abundant love.  Transform your creation and your people, as you once 
transformed a formless void into this good and fruitful earth.  In hope and 
gratitude, we pray.  (prayer continues in silence). 
 Lord have mercy upon us.  Christ have mercy upon us.  Lord have 
mercy upon us.   Amen 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
God’s steadfast love shines as a fountain of light, transforming our lives with 
goodness and grace.  God does this as easily as Christ turned water into wine. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says about how to live.  He said, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and 
with all your mind.  This is the greatest and first commandment, and a second is 
like it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments 
depend all the law and prophets. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (APOSTLES’ CREED) 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
     And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

  
 
 
 



 

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI     #579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
Make your ways known, O Lord, in the reading of today’s scriptures.  Teach us your 
paths and open the gates of understanding.  Lead us into your truth and instruct 
our hearts, for you are the God of our salvation.  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 62:1-5 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
    and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
    and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your vindication, 
    and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name 
    that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
    and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
    and your land Married; 
for the Lord delights in you, 
    and your land shall be married. 
For as a young man marries a young woman, 
    so shall your builder marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
    so shall your God rejoice over you. 

 

 

 



 

 

Gospel:  John 2:1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there.  Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 
wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”  And Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet 
come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing 
there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the 
chief steward.” So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom  and said to him, “Everyone 
serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become 
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”  Jesus did this, the first of his 
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

This is the Word of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon:      The First Sign 

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving        #403   (red)   “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
ev'rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
oh, what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 
ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 
Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness— 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 



 

 

 
Are we weak and heavy laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In his arms he'll take and shield you; 
you will find a solace there. 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING      OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
Christ of miracles, transform the gifts we return to you that they may be gifts of 
abundant life and ever-flowing love for a world thirsting for your grace.  In 
gratitude and joy, we pray.   AMEN 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 One of the boilers has been shut down as irreparable and the Consistory is 

working on getting it replaced.  Because of the severe cold yesterday it was 
decided to hold today’s service by Zoom only. Workmen are trying to 
increase the heat given off by the second boiler, so check the website for the 
location of next week’s service.   

 Each year Bethany has to pay an assessment cost for every one of Bethany’s 
members, whether or not they have pledged. This year that cost is $110. 37.   
If you would like to help cover that cost, so it doesn’t have to come out of 
Bethany’s already lean operating budget (even before replacing a boiler), 
please drop it in an envelope with your name or envelope number and 
designate it for “assessments.”  Thank you.   

 Bethany is delighted to have Elder Noreen Fargione lead us in worship today 
and she will be joining us again next week.   

 Nancy Murray fell last Sunday at home and broke a piece of bone off her 
elbow.  She will be having surgery on Tuesday, but will be unable to use Nate 
(her seeing eye dog) for at least a month while her left arm is in a cast.  
Please keep her in your prayers and be aware she may be reaching out for 
help.   



 

 

 

*HYMN OF PARTING      #420         (red)      “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

God of grace and God of glory, 
on Thy people pour Thy pow’r; 

crown Thine ancient Church’s story, 
bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

 
Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

scorn Thy Christ, assail Thy ways. 
From the fears that long have bound us 

free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 

 
Cure Thy children’s warring madness; 

bend our pride to Thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal, 
lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal. 

Set our feet on lofty places; 
Gird our lives that they may be 

Armored with all Christ like graces, 
Pledged to set all captives free. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
That we fail not them nor Thee! 
That we fail not them nor Thee! 

 
Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 
let the gift of your salvation 

be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

serving you whom we adore, 
serving you whom we adore. 

 



 

 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
As we have been filled, go now to fill the world.  Fill the world with love.  Fill the 
world with hope. Fill the world with Christ.  For as we nourish others, God 
transforms the world through us.  In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 



 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

________________________________________ 

 

Treasurer's Report for December 2021 
        

 
SUMMARY - General Fund This Month Year to Date     
Total Receipts 7,060.54 133,718.59     
Total Disbursements 17,113.78 131,196.02     
Net Cash -10,053.24 2,522.57   
 

Last week’s general fund collection:  $1,471.25 


