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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 
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Order of Worship 

January 23, 2022 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM 

Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP ~ based on Luke 4 

This day is holy to our God; do not mourn or weep. 

The Spirit of the Holy One is upon us to bring good news to the poor. 

This day is holy to our God; for the joy of the Holy One is our strength. 

God sends us to proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the 
blind, and justice to the oppressed. 

On this day, may the scripture be fulfilled in our hearing: 

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be 
pleasant to you, Holy One, our rock and our redeemer. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  138 (red) “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 

Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

4 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity. 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Rock and redeemer, you call us to remember that we are all members of one body 
in your Spirit. 

Forgive us when we do not embody your love, when we speak harshly to 
one another, and when we judge others in our hearts. 

Together, we drink of the one Spirit, and share in the same love that makes us one, 

Reclaim us when we refuse to hear your word when spoken by those who 
do not look or sound as we expect. 

Remind us that when one of your creatures suffers, all of creation suffers. 

Renew us when we forget that we are one body, one family of our 
heavenly creator. (prayer continues in silence). 

Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy 
upon us. Amen 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
Hear the good news: 
God heals our illusion of separateness and makes us one and whole. In the name of 
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING 
 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says about how to live. He said, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and 
with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment, and a second is like 
it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend 
all the law and prophets. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 



GLORIA PATRI 579 (red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE: 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy Keeper of Promises, we hear your word in ancient stories; we feel your Spirit 
moving in our midst today. And we see you now in the members of your holy body 
who give thanks for the good news of your everlasting love. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS: 
 
Gospel: Luke 4:14-21 
 

This is the Word of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon: “Nazareth Manifesto” 
 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 391 (red) “Take My Life” 

Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in endless praise, 
let them flow in endless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee, 
swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee, 
filled with messages from thee. 

Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use 



every power as thou shalt choose, 
every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne, 
it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee, 
ever, only, all for thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   592 (red) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYR OF DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

Holy Word, Holy Breath, Holy Maker of all, with gratitude for making us one body, 
we share our gifts with one another and with the world. AMEN 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 Diane is home, recovering. Along with prayers, I am sure she would 
appreciate cards. 

 Catherine’s Father broke his ankle and had to have surgery. 
 All newsletter materials must reach Diane by Wednesday, January 26. 
 Nancy is recovering from elbow surgery. We are requesting meal donations 

for Nancy and Bill. If you would like to contribute a meal, but have no 
transportation, please call Melody at 518-465-7499 to arrange pick-up and 
delivery. 

 Each year Bethany has to pay an assessment cost for every one of Bethany’s 
members, whether or not they have pledged. This year that cost is $110. 37. 
If you would like to help cover that cost, so it doesn’t have to come out of 
Bethany’s already lean operating budget (even before replacing a boiler), 
please drop it in an envelope with your name or envelope number and 
designate it for “assessments.” Thank you. 



 Bethany is delighted to have Elder Noreen Fargione lead us in worship today. 
 We all need carwashes to remove salt and grime from our cars. Why not support 

scouting. Please pass the link on to friends and family. Troop receives 50% of the sales 
to support our program. http://www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraisers/troop11. Bob 
McLean, Scoutmaster 

 We will hold a Congregational Meeting on February20, 2022 at 1 pm in 
Church and by Zoom. We need to stay engaged with on-goings of Bethany. 

 Next week Dr. John B. Davis will be preaching. Dr. Davis is a lifelong resident 
of Albany, NY, and a graduate of old P.S. 10, Christian Brothers Academy, 
Siena College, and the University at Albany. He is also a "cradle 
Episcopalian," having been baptized and confirmed at St. Peter's Episcopal 
Church on lower State Street where he has remained for over 60 years. 
Beginning in 2019, however, the Holy Spirit called John to leave the 
comfortable familiarity of his home parish and visit other denominations. In 
all, he visited and worshiped at Baptist, Congregational, Methodist, Lutheran, 
and Reformed churches around Albany. Finding a particularly warm and 
welcoming reception at Bethany, he has frequently joined us for Sunday 
worship, and until the appearance of COVID was an enthusiastic participant 
in Thursday evening Bible Study. John describes himself as a "Wandering 
Episcopalian," but he says that in every church he visited, he was received in 
fellowship as a journeyman for Christ, and was never turned away from the 
Lord's Table. According to John, "I found that the Christian faith is alive and 
well, and in spite of differences in doctrine and practice, there is much more 
that unites us than separates us. Everywhere I went, the essential message 
was the same: 'Jesus Christ is Lord!'" In October, 2020, John was called to 
be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church, and he returned to St. Peter's, 
where he has been regularly leading services and preaching the Good News. 

 

*Hymn of Parting 467 (red) “How Great Thou Art” 

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed; 

Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee: 
How great thou art! How great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee: 
How great thou art! How great thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; [Refrain] 



And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
he bled and died to take away my sin; [Refrain] 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
and there proclaim: "My God, how great thou art!" [Refrain] 

Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 
 
Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

*Benediction 

As living members of the holy body of Christ, may we see the face of the Holy One 
in everyone we meet. And may we hear in every sound and voice we hear, Go in 
peace to love and serve the world. In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 



 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch. 


