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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
January 30, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Epiphany 6 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 
 

PRELUDE 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 95:6-7) 
O come, let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand.  
 

WELCOME 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

* OPENING HYMN   #482    (red)   “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration! 

 
Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 

Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him 



INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[Silence] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from John 3:16-17) 
For God so loved the world that he gave His only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us affirm our Christian faith using the Apostles’ Creed: 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 



the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI (red #579) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

Old Testament Lesson:  Jeremiah 1: 4-10 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

New Testament Lesson:  Luke 4:21-30 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “God, Who’s Giving Knows No Ending” 

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis)    “Why Do We Reject God?” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING      #332 (red)   “Live Into Hope” 

 

Live into hope of captive freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 

The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God’s own jubilee! 

 
Live into hope the blind shall see 

With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear— 

A vision of our God brought near. 
 

Live into hope of liberty,  
The right to speak, the right to be, 
The right to have one’s daily bread. 
To hear God’s word and thus be fed. 

 
Live into hope of captives freed 

From chains of fear of want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release  

To faith and hope and joy and peace. 
 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS—REQUEST FOR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word. Grateful for 
your gifts and mindful of the communion of your saints, we offer to you our prayers 
for all people.  

God of compassion, we remember before you the poor and the afflicted, 
the sick and the dying, prisoners and all who are lonely, the victims of war, 
injustice, and inhumanity, and all others who suffer from whatever their 
sufferings may be called. Amen. 

O Lord of Providence, who holds the destiny of the nations in your hand, we pray 
for our country.  



Inspire the hearts and minds of our leaders that they, together with all our 
nation, may first seek your kingdom and righteousness so that order, 
liberty, and peace may dwell with your people. Amen. 

O God the Creator, we pray for all nations and peoples.  

Take away the mistrust and lack of understanding that divide your 
creatures; increase in us the recognition that we are all your children. 
Amen. 

O Savior God, look upon your church in its struggle upon the earth. 

Have mercy on its weakness, bring to an end its unhappy divisions, and 
scatter its fears. Amen. 

Look also upon the ministry of your church.  

Increase its courage, strengthen its faith, and inspire its witness to all 
people, even to the ends of the earth. Amen. 

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Each year Bethany has to pay an assessment cost for every one of Bethany’s 
members, whether or not they have pledged. This year that cost is $110. 37. 
If you would like to help cover that cost, so it doesn’t have to come out of 
Bethany’s already lean operating budget (even before replacing the boilers), 
please drop it in an envelope with your name or envelope number and 
designate it for “assessments.” Thank you. 

 Bethany will hold a Congregational Meeting on February 20, 2022 at 1 pm in 
the church and by Zoom.  Please check you February newsletter for more 
information.  

 Preaching next week will be the Rev. Kent Busman.  The Rev. Busman was 
born and raised in Coopersville, Michigan and graduated from Hope 
College in nearby Holland, Michigan.   He has a master of divinity degree 
from New Brunswick Theological Seminary in New Jersey and is an ordained 
minister in the Reformed Church of America. The father of 4 very 
accomplished children, he is a storyteller, visionary, canoe enthusiast, lover 
of the outdoors and has been the director of Camp Fowler, A Christian camp 
in the Adirondacks, for 34 years. 

 Catherine’s (our organist’s) father, who will be confined to a rehab center for 
possibly 3 months or more, needs our support.  Even though we don’t know 
him, and he doesn’t know us, his stay could be made more tolerable knowing 



that people are thinking of him and praying for him.  Please find time in the 
next few weeks to mail a card of support to: Harry Philip Schane, Mt. 
Greylock Extended Care Facility, Rm 110, 1000 North St, Pittsfield,  MA 
01201.  Thank you.   

 Nancy Murray is now in a full arm cast and both she and Bill would appreciate 
any meal deliveries to ease the complications of being one handed and blind.  
Whether you prepare a special meal or contribute your leftovers, Melody at 
518-465-7499 will arrange transportation for them, if needed.  Thank you. 

 Our secretary thanks everyone for their cards and prayers send during her 
recent hospital stay.  Thanks to God’s healing power and your prayers, she 
was back at work by Tuesday.  It shows the power of Bethany’s prayers.  

 

*PARTING HYMN        #539    (red)   “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”  

 

Savior, again to Thy dear Name we raise 
With one accord our parting hymn of praise. 

We stand to bless Thee ere our worship cease; 
And, now departing, wait Thy word of peace. 

 
Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way; 
With Thee began, with Thee shall end the day. 

Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 
That in this house have called upon Thy name. 

 
Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night; 

Turn Thou for us its darkness into light; 
From harm and danger keep Thy children free, 

For dark and light are both alike to Thee. 
 

Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life, 
Our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife. 

Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, 
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all. 

Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

POSTLUDE 

www.bethanyrc.org 

 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Fiscal Report for November 2021                  Last 2 weeks’ Collections: $6104.05  

Summary – General Fund      This Month     Year to Date 
Total Receipts       13,767.35      126,658.05 
Total Disbursements                                      13,105.92      114,082.24 
Net Cash              661.43       12,575.81 


