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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
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Order of Worship 
February 13, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
It is good when we gather "together", wherever we may be, that we rememberOur 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CALL TO WORSHIP– from Jeremiah 33  
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 
When God shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
In those days we will live in safety. 
And we will declare: “The Lord is our righteousness!” 
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #  138  (RED)  “Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty!” 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity! 

 
Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see, 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity! 



 

Prayer of Confession – from Psalm 25 
“Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from 
everlasting.  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, 
O LORD.” Be gracious once again to us, for we have fallen short of your 
vision for us and the world. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: PSALM 126 
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 
    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING   

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 



The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Prophets—Isaiah 6: 1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; 
and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; 
each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered 
their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

The pivots[a] on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 
house filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD of hosts!” 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from 
the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now 
that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted 
out.”  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 5:1-11  
Once while Jesus  was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of God,  he saw two boats there at the shore of 
the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got 
into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 
way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.  When 
he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let 
down your nets for a catch.”  Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.”  When 
they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to 
break.  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.  But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I 
am a sinful man!”  For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of 
fish that they had taken;  and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 
were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now 
on you will be catching people.”  When they had brought their boats to shore, they 
left everything and followed him. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 



 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:     “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore” 

SERMON Message by Rev. Kent Busman    “Called”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #324  (red)   “Open My Eyes That I May See” 

Open my eyes, that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 

 
Refrain: 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my eyes (ears, heart), illumine me, 
Spirit divine! 

 
Open my ears, that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 
Everything false will disappear. (Refrain) 

 
Open my mouth, and let me bear, 

Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share. (Refrain) 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 
 



MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 
We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 



who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
 Today is first Sunday of the month where we remember those less fortunate 

than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the food pantry 
can be found in the narthex. 

 If you are participating in our service by Zoom, please feel free to use your 
own elements, which will be consecrated during the service, to join us in 
sharing of the Lord’s Supper.    

 Preaching next week will be Elder Peter Pagerey.  Peter Pagerey is a 
Preaching Elder from the First Church in Albany. He has been preaching for 
about 15 years.  He worked for IBM for 30 years before retiring and then for 
the Albany Medical College for 8 years before retiring again (and hopefully 
the last time).  He is married and has 4 children and 8 grandchildren as part 
of a blended family. Two of the grandchildren live with Pete and his wife, a 4 
year old and an 8 year old.  Pete enjoys reading science fiction, history (any 
era), and action books. He and his wife also enjoy doing jig saw puzzles and 
watching the New York Yankees (for the most part). 

 Please remember Catherine’s father with your cards of encouragement as he 
faces a long rehabilitation period.   His address is on tear off tabs on the 
narthex bulletin board. Also address sheets are provided for Mary Bartlett, 
Phoebe Lewinski, Don Gray, and Kathy Casey.  Please remember them all as 
they deal with serious health issues.   

 Bethany sponsors Boy Scout Troop 11, and they are often seen helping at 
our fundraisers.  Bethany can help them by buying Hoffman Car Wash 
Tickets at the site below and the Schouts will receive 50% of the sales.  It’s 
easy.  Use the link and pass it onto your friends!  
http://www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraisers/troop11 
 



*HYMN OF PARTING   #304  (red)   “Jesus Loves Me This I Know”   

Jesus loves me! This I know, 
For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong; 

They are weak, but He is strong. 
 

Refrain; 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 

 
Jesus loves me! This I know, 

As He loved so long ago, 
Taking children on His knee, 

Saying, “Let them come to Me.” (Refrain) 
Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 



Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

SUMMARY - General Fund        January 2022   Last Week’s Offering   $1,030 
 
Total Receipts              11,768.45 
Total Disbursements     8,429.22 
Net                                 3,339.23 
 


