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called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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                                                Order of Worship 
February 13, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth! 
Amen! 
The God whom we worship calls us to discipleship: 
To follow where Christ leads; 
and obey what Christ commands; 
To follow when it is not easy; 
To follow when others think us foolish; 
To follow where justice leads; 
To follow where love guides us; 
To follow even when it leads to the cross. 
Come let us worship the living God,  
Who loves us and leads us and promises to never let us go! 
 
 

*OPENING HYMN     #487   (red)     “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, 
My heart awaking cries: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Does sadness fill my mind? 

A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Or fades my earthly bliss? 
My comfort still is this: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 



 
Let earth's wide circle round 

In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Let air and sea and sky 
From depth to height reply: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Be this, while life is mine, 

My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this the eternal song 
Through all the ages long: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 

Source of all that gives us life, we have turned away from your authority to 
our own small concerns. Forgive us for our failure to bear one another’s 
burdens, for boasting of anything but your cross, for believing in our own 
power to justify  our lives, and for denying your call to take comfort in you 
alone. Lead us to the river of life that in all we do, we may honor your 
name. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsive) 
The fruits of the spirit are love, joy, and peace given to you through God’s grace. I 
proclaim that through God’s grace you are forgiven. Live in the word of the Lord 
and be made new. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 



*GLORIA PATRI    #579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison)  

Eternal God, in the reading of the Scripture, may your Word be heard; in 
the meditations of our hearts, may your Word be known; and in the 
faithfulness of our lives, may your Word be shown. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE:     
Old Testament: Amos 8 (portions as shown below) 
 
                               Vision of the Summer Fruit 
8     Thus the Lord GOD showed me: Behold, a basket of summer fruit. 2 And He 
said, “Amos, what do you see?” 
So I said, “A basket of summer fruit.” 
Then the LORD said to me: 
     “The end has come upon My people Israel; 
     I will not pass by them anymore. 
3     And the songs of the temple 
     Shall be wailing in that day,” 
     Says the Lord GOD— 
     “Many dead bodies everywhere, 
     They shall be thrown out in silence.” 
4     Hear this, you who swallow up the needy, 
     And make the poor of the land fail, 
 5 Saying: 
     “When will the New Moon be past, 
     That we may sell grain? 
     And the Sabbath, That we may 2trade wheat? 
     Making the ephah small and the shekel large, 
     Falsifying the scales by deceit, 
6     That we may buy the poor for silver, 
     And the needy for a pair of sandals— 
     Even sell the bad wheat?” 
7     The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
     “Surely I will never forget any of their works. 
 

11     “Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord GOD, 
     “That I will send a famine on the land, 



     Not a famine of bread, Nor a thirst for water, 
     But of hearing the words of the LORD. 
12     They shall wander from sea to sea, 
     And from north to east; 
     They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the LORD, 
     But shall not find it. 
 
 
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 
 
                           Mary and Martha are Contrasted 
 38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman 
named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who 
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was 
distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not 
care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help 
me.’ 41But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted 
by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, 
which will not be taken away from her.’ 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE           “Lead Me, Guide Me” 

 
 
SERMON                Are You Listening? 
 
 

The Response to God 

 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #466    “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My dear Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of God's grace! 

 
Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 

That bids our sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
’Tis life, and health, and peace. 



 
Christ breaks the power of reigning sin, 

And sets the prisoner free; 
Christ's blood can make the sinful clean, 

Christ's blood availed for me. 
 

My gracious Master and my God, 
Assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad 
The honors of Thy name. 

 
OFFERING PRESENTED AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
These gifts, Lord, represent our lives, our possessions, all that we are and have. We 
offer them now to you as symbols of ourselves, so that you may take us and bless 
us and, through the power of your Spirit, shape us into the hands and feet and 
voices that embody Christ today.  Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 New week Nancy Landrigan will again be gracing our pulpit.  She is an Elder at 

the Delmar Reformed Church, the clerk of the Albany Classis and is a substitute 
teacher in her spare time.   

 A congregational meeting will be held next week at 1 pm to discuss the status 
and future of Bethany.  Please join us on Zoom (using the usual Sunday church 
service link) or in person.  If you plan to attend in person, please contact the 
church office so we can meet both your physical needs and the technology 
requirements that enable us to Zoom the meeting.  Thank you.  

 The boilers have been replaced, but at a huge cost.  This will be one of the 
topics at the congregational meeting. 

 Reminder—the Brooks Chicken-only BBQ is next week.  Please plan on helping 
and let Wendy know of your plans.  With many of us living on fixed incomes, 
this extra service is one way to “increase your pledge” and help Bethany raise 
the money it needs to continue Christ’s mission through us. 

 Family Promise is looking for groups to put together baskets to auction in April 
to support their programing for homeless families and vulnerable families 



(keeping them out of homelessness).  Bethany would like to help, but we need a 
theme and people to gather donations in the next few weeks to meet the March 
18 deadline.  If you are creative and would like to help, please contact our 
deacons (Wendy or Bill) to get the ball rolling. 

 Bethany has been told that the Krumkill Café on the corner of Krumkill and 
Blessing Roads, offers take-out meals for 4 for $25 on Wednesdays and Fridays.  
In you are interested for yourself or to bring them to share with one of our shut-
ins, ask to be added to their mailing list(Krumkillcafe@caparcny.org).   

 Plan ahead.  We need to shower Chris VanAlystne’s father with cards on March 
5th for his 100th birthday.  Please take time to send a card to Dr. Robert Dates,  
c/o Chris VanAlysne, 611 Top Ridge Drive, Albany, NY  12204 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING       #339  (red)     “Be Thou My Vision” 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art-- 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 

Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 



 

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
Go out into the world in peace: have courage; hold on to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; help the suffering; honor all; love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you, and remain with you forever.  
 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

                                                                             

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 
SUMMARY - General Fund        January 2022   Last Week’s Offering   $1,276 
 
Total Receipts              11,768.45 
Total Disbursements     8,429.22 
Net                                 3,339.23  
 


