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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

February 20, 2021 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

Prelude:   “You Are My All in All with Jesus, You Are My Life and I Love You, Lord,” 
Arranged by Carol Tornquist 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, maker of heaven and earth.  Grace, and 
peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

 

Call to Worship   

Come and learn the ways of life. 
We have come to follow Jesus. 
Love your enemies, and do good to those who hate you. 
We have come to follow Jesus. 
Bless those who curse you, and pray for those who persecute you. 
We have come to follow Jesus. 
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 
We have come to follow Jesus. 
Come and learn the ways of life. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn    #376  (red)  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 



Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 

Teacher of hard truths, it is difficult for us to let go of our anger, to 
be kind to those who curse us, to believe that there is fairness in our 
world.  We desperately want to see the day when all people treat 
one another as they want to be treated.  We know that we are part 
of the problem, that it is only through our own actions that things 
can be made better.  We confess that there are so many moments 
that we are unwilling to do our part. Forgive us gracious God, and 
help us to be better at doing what you would have us do.   Amen. 



 

Words of Assurance 

God sees the ways that we are trying, and he gives us the strength and the 
courage to change.  Through it all, he continues to love us and show us his 
amazing forgiveness and grace.  Rest in the knowledge that you are 
forgiven.   
 

Instructions for Living 

As forgiven people, live as God’s beloved, remembering how Jesus instructs 
us to live – “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these 
two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

*Affirmation of Faith 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

 

 



The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    
 

Scripture Reading    Luke 6:27-38 

27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even 
your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, 
do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love 
your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.[a] Your reward will be great, 
and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the 
wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

Judging Others 

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Sermon “Radical Love”    

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving   # 359  (red)   “More Love to Thee, O Christ”  

More love to Thee, O Christ, 
More love to Thee! 

Hear Thou the prayer I make 
On bended knee. 

This is my earnest plea: 



More love, O Christ, to Thee; 
More love to Thee, 
More love to Thee! 

 
Once earthly joy I craved, 

Sought peace and rest; 
Now Thee alone I seek, 

Give what is best. 
This all my prayer shall be: 
More love, O Christ to Thee; 

More love to Thee, 
More love to Thee! 

 
Then shall my latest breath 

Whisper Thy praise; 
This be the parting cry 
My heart shall raise; 

This still its prayer shall be: 
More love, O Christ to Thee; 

More love to Thee, 
More love to Thee! 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
Announcements 
 CORRECTION:  An incorrect zip code was published for cards to be sent to 

celebrate Chris’ father’s 100th birthday on March 5th.  Please send them to 
Dr. Robert Dates, c/o Chris VanAlstyne, 611 Top Ridge Drive, Albany, NY  
12203.  Let him know we care! 



 A Congregational meeting is scheduled for 1 pm today.  Please plan to 
attend on Zoom using the Sunday Worship link on the website, or in 
person, downstairs in Fellowship Hall.  

 Dr. John Davis will be our guest preacher next week.  A lifetime resident 
of Albany and an Episcopalian at birth, since 2019 he felt called by the 
Holy Spirit to visit and a variety of congregations, and found “that in spite 
of differences in doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than 
separates us.”  He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to 
COVID.  In 2020 he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal 
Church and he has since returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church where he 
has been regularly leading services and preaching the Good News.   

 BROOKS is almost here! Please let Wendy know how you plan to help on 
Wednesday, or if you will be unable to help this time. We are only selling 
chickens - Brooks says ribs are currently too expensive. It will be easier, 
but not much less work. 

o We especially need people to work, any length of time that you 
can, between 2 and 6 on Wednesday. 

o Phyllis, John D, Oliver, Diane and Mary Lou plan on being there. 
Nancy will probably not be there.  Which list will YOU be on? 

o We also need brownies and other dessert goodies. Please let 
Wendy know how many you plan to bring. 

o Pam, Phyllis, Diane, and Mary Lou are baking.  How about you?  (If 
you plan on baking and your name was left out this list, it was 
unintentional.  Please let Wendy know so the volume of desserts 
being made can be adjusted) 

o Potatoes are being washed Tuesday starting at 9; then wrapped in 
the afternoon. Just in case you need even more fun! 

o It is fun to be part of the BBQ and work together as part of a team, 
but it's also important to our finances. Fundraising covers about 
10% of our budget. 

 

*Hymn of Parting     #335  (red)  “Though I May Speak”    

Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
And have the gift to all inspire,  

And have not love, my words are vain; 
As sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

 
Though I may give all I possess, 
And striving so my love profess,  
But not be given by love within,  

The profit soon turns strangely thin. 



 
Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,  

Our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
By this we worship and are freed. 

 
Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

*Benediction 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude:   “To God Be the Glory” by William H. Doane, Arranged by Darrell 
V. Archer 

 



 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

SUMMARY - General Fund        January 2022   Last Week’s Offering   $1408 
 
Total Receipts              11,768.45 
Total Disbursements     8,429.22 
Net                                 3,339.23  
 
 


