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Order of Worship 
February 27, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Transfiguration Sunday 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 
 

PRELUDE 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
   who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 96:1-3) 
O sing to the Lord a new song; 
   sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 
   tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 
   his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

 
WELCOME 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

* OPENING HYMN      “Come to the Mountain Peak” 

Come to the mountain peak,  
God patiently awaits  

all those who come to pray and seek 
What holy rest creates. 

God moves within a cloud, 
transfigures with Love’s grace 

till knees and hearts are humbly bowed  
And welcome God’s embrace. 

 
But some react in fear,  

Not knowing what to do, 
In disbelief of all they hear, 
they wonder what is true. 
Can Moses teach today? 



Can ancient truth still live? 
Can prophet’s warnings still convey 

the Word that God will give? 
 

Behold redemption’s face, 
beloved of the Lord! 

Receive the mantel of his grace, 
that he may be adored. 
And, do not tarry long. 

This vision still endures! 
The world awaits salvation’s song 

which God, in Christ confers. 
… 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[Silence] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from Psalm 103: 8, 10-12) 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast 
love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he 
removes our transgressions from us. Amen. 

 

 



THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us affirm our Christian faith using the Apostles’ Creed: 

 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI (red #579) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:       “Jesus On the Mountain Peak ” 

 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

 



LESSONS 

Reader: The Word of the Lord from the Book of Exodus, 34th Chapter, beginning at 
the 29th verse. 

… 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord from the 2nd Letter of Paul to the Corinthians, 3rd 
Chapter, beginning at the 12th verse. 

… 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke, 9th Chapter, beginning at 
the 28th verse. 

… 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Transformed Into the Same Image” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING      #73  (red)   “Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory” 

Swiftly pass the clouds of glory,  
Heaven’s voice, the dazzling light; 

Moses and Elijah vanish;  
Christ alone commands the height! 
Peter, James, and John fall silent, 

Turning from the summit’s rise 
Downward toward the shadowed valley 

Where their Lord has fixed His eyes. 



 
Glimpsed and gone the revelation,  
They shall gain and keep its truth, 
Not by building on the mountain 

Any shrine or sacred booth, 
But by following the Savior  

Through the valley to the cross 
And by testing faith’s resilience  

Through betrayal, pain, and loss. 
 

Lord, transfigure our perception 
With the purest light that shines, 
And recast our life’s intentions 
To the shape of Your designs, 

Till we seek no other glory  
Than what lies past Calvary’s hill 

And our living and our dying  
And our rising by Your will. 

 

… 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word. Grateful for 
your gifts and mindful of the communion of your saints, we offer to you our prayers 
for all people.  

God of compassion, we remember before you the poor and the afflicted, 
the sick and the dying, prisoners and all who are lonely, the victims of war, 
injustice, and inhumanity, and all others who suffer from whatever their 
sufferings may be called. Amen. 

 

O Lord of Providence, who holds the destiny of the nations in your hand, we pray 
for our country.  



Inspire the hearts and minds of our leaders that they, together with all our 
nation, may first seek your kingdom and righteousness so that order, 
liberty, and peace may dwell with your people. Amen. 

 

O God the Creator, we pray for all nations and peoples.  

Take away the mistrust and lack of understanding that divide your 
creatures; increase in us the recognition that we are all your children. 
Amen. 

 

O Savior God, look upon your church in its struggle upon the earth. 

Have mercy on its weakness, bring to an end its unhappy divisions, and 
scatter its fears. Amen. 

 

Look also upon the ministry of your church.  

Increase its courage, strengthen its faith, and inspire its witness to all 
people, even to the ends of the earth. Amen. 

 

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Brooks BBQ started at 3 o’clock on Wednesday and was sold out by 4. 
Thanks to the many congregants who worked and brought their friends and 
relatives to work, it went smoother than ever before and resulted in a profit 
of around $2,000.  Pam and Wendy thank everyone who participated and we 
thank Pam and Wendy for their hard work.     

 Thanks to everyone who participated in the Congregational Meeting last 
Sunday, even Bob and Polly Eberle from Florida.  We had some lively 
discussions, some interesting new ideas, and some thoughts shared about 
“tomorrow.”   Consistory got some feedback they desperately were looking 
for and encourage all to share with them more often.  It’s hard for them to 
“lead” when they don’t know where you want to go.  



 Check your March newsletter for a way to help Family Promise and get 
Bethany's name back into the community after almost 2 years of being on 
"hold" with COVID.   

 Donations for the replacing the boilers have started arriving. The $45,000 
cost cannot be funded out of the general budget.  Loans and grants have 
been applied for, everyone using the church has been asked for donations,  
and remaining amounts will be taken from the church’s reserves (special 
funds) that also took a $49,000 hit in 2020 for elevator repairs, paving of the 
parking lot, and general expenses. All donations would be appreciated and, 
clearly marked, can be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church 
office.  Thank you. 

 This is the last Sunday to remind you to help Chris van Alstyne’s Dad 
celebrate his 100th birthday in COVID style with a flood of cards.  Please mail 
them to Dr. Robert Dates, c/o Christine van Alstyne, 611 Top Ridge Drive, 
Albany, NY  12203. 

 Next week the Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  will be preaching.  Rev. DeKruif 
currently serves as the Stated Clerk of Schenectady Classis and the 
Coordinator for the Albany Synod Fellowship Program and First Call Project. 
She has served three churches in Albany Synod since being ordained in 
2013. Growing up in Minnesota, she lived on her father’s family farm with her 
parents, an older sister and a younger brother. Recently, Lindsey, her 
husband, Steve, and daughter, Avalon (1), became residents of 
Schenectady.  
  

*PARTING HYMN        #485    (red)      “To God Be the Glory” 

To God be the glory, great things He hath done! 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

 
Refrain: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear His voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
And give Him the glory: great things He hath done. 

 
Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain] 

 

 
 
 



SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

SUMMARY - General Fund        January 2022   Last Week’s Offering   $969 
 
Total Receipts              11,768.45 
Total Disbursements     8,429.22 
Net                                 3,339.23  


