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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
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“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 
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believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
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Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 
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And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 
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And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 
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An Easter of unending joy 
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world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
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unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
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as far as the east is from the west, 
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As a father has compassion for his children, 
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who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
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Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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called by Christ to glorify God –  
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serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 

 

 

SUMMARY - General Fund        January 2022   --Last Week’s Offering   $2825 
 
Total Receipts              11,768.45 
Total Disbursements     8,429.22 
Net                                 3,339.23  
 



 

 

 

 
 

The Rev. Lindsey De Kruif 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 

 

Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 
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Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 

 

 

SUMMARY - General Fund        January 2022   --Last Week’s Offering   $2825 
 
Total Receipts              11,768.45 
Total Disbursements     8,429.22 
Net                                 3,339.23  
 



 

 

 

 
 

The Rev. Lindsey De Kruif 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 

 

Order of Worship 
March 6, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

Votum 
As we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus in the wilderness, we know that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are aware of the coming darkness 
that ends in Jesus’ death.   Today, we are aware that we face many temptations: 
putting our wants above another’s needs; ignoring others’ hunger, poverty, 
wars, and disease.  We face the temptation to stray from the path of our 
Lord. 
Lord, as we extinguish this first candle, keep our feet moving, our hands 
outstretched, and our hearts open to you.  We need Your strength to resist our 
temptations.         
 
* HYMN OF GATHERING #551 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto God's praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 



 

 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take the harvest home; 
From each field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away; 
Give the angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In God's garner evermore. 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession – 
O God, our refuge and fortress ,   Ps. 91:2; Luke 4:4, 10;  
forgive us when we fail to trust in you .  Rom. 10:10–11 
We fall to temptation; we are swayed by false words;  
we speak false words of our own .  
We choose our ease and comfort over your demanding claims upon us and 
upon the world .  
In turning from you ,  
we settle for less than the abundant generosity you intend .  
Forgive us, we pray .  
Do not let us be put to shame, O God.  
Hear us as we call to you and show us your salvation.  
In Christ’s name we pray.   Amen . 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE  

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: ROMANS 10:12, 13 
Scripture declares, The Lord is generous to all who call on God’s name. Friends, 
believe the good news: 

God does not turn away from us, but desires to bring us the glorious freedom 
offered in Jesus Christ. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING  Romans 12:9 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—Luke 4:1-13 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif  “Intentions for Lent”  



 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #81 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, 
And close by Thee to stay. 

 
As Thou with Satan didst contend, 

And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, 

In Thee to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, 
And through Thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Abide with us, that so, this life 

Of suffering over-past, 
An Easter of unending joy 

We may attain at last! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 



 

 

We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 
 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 



 

 

as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 
  Today is the first Sunday of the month where we remember those less 

fortunate than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the 
food pantry can be found in the narthex. 

  Rejoice!  Bethany’s $18,700 PPP loan (COVID relief loan) that was talked 
about in the Congregational Meeting, has been forgiven.  Therefore, we 
finished 2021 in the black! 

  Thank everyone who has stepped forward already to help pay for the boilers.  
So far we have collected $1,850 toward the total cost of $45,000.  Every 
journey begins with the first step and we have now taken that step.   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

  Today is Dr. Robert Dates (Chris’s father’s) 100th birthday.  Happy Birthday.   
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 



 

 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in tou 

 

 

SUMMARY - General Fund        January 2022   --Last Week’s Offering   $2825 
 
Total Receipts              11,768.45 
Total Disbursements     8,429.22 
Net                                 3,339.23  
 


