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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Telephone: 518-482-7998 
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Order of Worship 

March 13, 2022 
*Means rise in body or spirit 

Bold print for congregational response 
 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

In this season of Lent, let us acknowledge the source of power and truth in our 
lives, proclaiming: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven 
and earth. Amen.     

 

Call to Worship  

This is the second Sunday of Lent. The darkness is coming and we are afraid.  
Afraid we are not good enough; afraid we have not worked hard enough.  
Sometimes, we lose what we thought we could not live without, and we are 
surprised when life goes on. 
It is then that we discover God, who is always faithful and trustworthy.  
We extinguish a second candle today, and proclaim:  
No fear or darkness can overcome the Light of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 

*Opening Hymn   #461  (Red)  “God Is Here!”  

 

God is here! As we your people 
meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, 
all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit 
into open minds and hearts. 

Here are symbols to remind us 
of our lifelong need of grace. 

Here are table, font, and pulpit; 
here the cross has central place. 
Here, in honesty of preaching, 
here, in silence, as in speech, 
here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 



Here our children find a welcome 
in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

here, as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant 
seek in worship to explore 

what it means in daily living 
to believe and to adore. 

Lord of all, of Church and kingdom, 
in an age of change and doubt, 
keep us faithful to the gospel; 

help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
all we have to give, receive; 

we, who cannot live without you, 
we adore you! We believe! 

Invocation   
God of all creation, as a hen gathers her chicks together, so we gather here to 
worship within the safety and warmth of your wings. We look to you to know what 
righteousness is. We listen to you that we might know which path to take. Open our 
eyes and our ears so that we may follow you well. May we see your promises more 
brightly than we do the stars and hear your good news more clearly than the noise 
that inhabits our lives. We are here, God, watching and listening. In Jesus name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   

We confess to you, O God, that we have been tempted by evil and have 
succumbed to sin. You nourish us with your eternal word, but we hunger 
for bread that perishes. You call us to worship you alone, but we seek to 
serve worldly powers. You offer us salvation, but we gamble with the gift 
of life. 

Forgive us, God of grace. Guide us by your Word and guard us with your 
Spirit, so that we may live in faith and follow you faithfully, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

Hear the promise of the Lord:  When we call on God, God will answer; God will 
satisfy us with life and show us God’s saving love. This is the good news of God’s 
reconciling love: in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
Know that in Jesus, God embraces us, forgives us, and strengthens us to live a 
renewed life.  
Thanks be to God. 



 
Affirmation of Faith–Romans 8:37-39 
Let us read in unison the words of the Apostle Paul, followed by the response to 
Question 1 of the Heidelberg Catechism:  
…in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  

 

HEIDELBERG CATECHISM Q & A #1  
What is your only comfort in life and in death?  

That I am not my own,   
but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—  
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.  

  
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

Christ, your Word is near. May it create a pure heart in us and strengthen our spirit. 
May it live within us and protect us always.  Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading: Luke 13:31-35 

The Reading from the Psalms: Psalm 27 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude:  “Open My Eyes That I Might See”   

 

Sermon “The Goodness of the Lord in the Land of the Living” 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving   #263  (red)  “Immortal Invisible God Only Wise” 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above 

Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish; but naught changeth Thee. 

 
Thou reignest in glory, Thou rulest in light, 

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
'Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee! 

 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Free paper copies of the “Words of Hope” (a daily devotional guide) can be 

picked in the back of the church on the radiator.  Digital copies can also be 
found at www.woh.org 

 This is the last call for anyone wishing to contribute to the “Gardener’s 
Delight” basket being assembled by Bethany for the Family Promise Spring 
Auction.  It’s a way of showing with actions that we care about our 



community and those struggling with homelessness.  It also brings our name 
up in the minds of others who may be looking for a church that cares.  
Contact Pam if you would like to make a donation (tools, gift certificates, 
seeds, money, or even “help weeding.”)   

 Chris van Alstyne reported her father received over 100 cards and email 
messages on his 100th birthday last Sunday and she thanks all who 
participated in the event.  It may have taken all day, but he had to open and 
read every one.  Thank you, Chris, for letting us be part of this special 
occasion. 

 For those of you with internet access and missing the weekly Bible study 
group, the Albany Synod is offering a video-conferencing course entitled 
“Introduction and History of the New Testament” on Tuesday evenings from 
7-10 pm from April 5-May 31.   For more information check the bulletin 
board in the narthex or call the church office.    

 The April newsletter will be going out a little early this month to 
accommodate the secretary’s vacation, so please get articles to the office by 
next Wednesday, March 23.     

 Last week donations, including those from one of the groups that rent our 
Fellowship Hall, have raised our Boiler Fund to $3,995. 

 Next week John Davis will return as our guest preacher.  He is a retired 
professor from the SUNYA and people on Zoom especially appreciate his 
ability to project his voice and be clearly understood over the internet.  He is 
an Episcopalian lay preacher, who is also assisting with services at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church where they, too, search for a new minister.   

 The tear off sheets on the bulletin board with our shut-ins addresses were 
replaced with new ones because many people have been using them to 
remind themselves to send cards or visit.  Hallelujah and thank you for 
taking the time to share God’s love.  Bethany hopes the sheets will need to 
be replaced again soon after people use them to send Easter greetings to our 
shut-ins.    

 

*Hymn of Parting           #210  (red)       “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home: 

 
Before the hills in order stood, 

Or earth received its frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 

To endless years the same. 
 
 



A thousand ages in Thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 

Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 

 
Time, like an ever rolling stream, 

Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten, as a dream 

Dies at the opening day. 
 

Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while life shall last, 
And our eternal home. 

 
Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*Benediction  

Friends, wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage. May our 
hearing of the word and the doing of it be joined together this week and always. 

And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

 

 



Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 
SUMMARY - General Fund        January 2022   --Last Week’s Offering   $1632 
 
Total Receipts              11,768.45 
Total Disbursements     8,429.22 
Net                                 3,339.23  
 

Service notes: Elements of the liturgy are from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition, ©2013, 
Faith Alive Christian Resources and Connections Worship Companion, Year C Volume 1, ©2021, 
Westminster John Knox Press. 


