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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

March 27, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

Prelude:    

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, maker of heaven and earth.  Grace, and 
peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

 

Call to Worship   

God gave us this day, 
A special day set apart, a day for rest and praise. 
God gave us our lives, 
Lives filled with chances to love, and learn, and serve. 
God calls us by our names, we belong to Him. 
He wants us to live awesome lives, loving Him and everyone we 
meet. 
Let us worship God together! 

 
 
*Opening Hymn   #487 (Red)   “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, 
My heart awaking cries: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Does sadness fill my mind? 

A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 



Or fades my earthly bliss? 
My comfort still is this: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round 
In joyful notes resound: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Be this, while life is mine, 

My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this the eternal song 
Through all the ages long: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Call to Confession 

Which of us has not hurt someone this week? Which of us has not spoken 
(or thought) ill of a sister or brother in Christ? Which of us has failed to do 
good when given the chance? Which of us? All of us and each of us! But 
Christ came to save people just like us, so I invite you to join me as we offer 
our prayers to God, saying, 

 

Prayer of Confession 

O God, when we are silent about our sin it makes us sad and sick; we 
feel weak and far away from you.  And so this morning we want to 
tell you the ways we have messed up, so that you can help us to be 
better.  We know that you forgive us and love us no matter what.  
We’re sorry God.  Amen. 

Time for silent confession. 
 

Words of Assurance & Response to God 

When we get it all wrong, God helps us to get it right.  When we feel like no 
one loves us, God welcomes us into his arms.  There is nothing we can do 



and no where we can go that takes us away from God.  And because of this 
amazing relationship we have with God, we try hard to be the people he 
wants us to be.  Try your best to live for God! 
 

*Affirmation of Faith 

We believe and know that Jesus is the Holy One of God. 

We believe that he is the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come 
into the world. 

We believe that he is in the Father and the Father is in him. 

We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing we have life in his name.  Amen. 

 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

The Word of God 

 

Prayer of Illumination    
 

Scripture Reading    Luke 15:1-3b, 11b-32 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

Musical Interlude:   “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

Sermon:  A Father’s Joy     

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving   #195   (Red book)   “Have Mercy On Us, Living Lord” 

Have mercy on us, living Lord, 
Remember not our sin. 

According to Your steadfast love 
Come, cleanse us deep within. 

 
Our sin and guilt are heavy, Lord,  

And evil in Your sight. 
Against You only have we sinned; 

Your judgment, Lord, is right. 
 

We’re born into a guilty world 
And sinful in our ways. 

Lord, teach us wisdom in our hearts 
And lead us all our days. 

 
So come and purify our lives, 
Our hearts with love redeem. 

Restore us to Your life filled ways. 
Come, Lord, and make us clean. 

 
Your Spirit place within our hearts 

That we may teach Your ways, 
And all the people of the earth 
Shall learn to sing Your praise. 

 
You are not pleased with sacrifice, 

It brings You no delight. 
A humble spirit given in love 

Is pleasing in Your sight. 
 

Rebuild Your people with Your love, 
Renew us every day; 

With hearts renewed, in all our work, 
Our lives shall sing Your praise.   

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
Announcements 

 Just a reminder that this is the last Sunday to order Easter Flowers to 
celebrate with Bethany and the world the lives of loved ones that have 
impacted you.  More details follow at the end of the bulletin. 

 David vanAlstyne attended the CROP Walk celebration last Sunday to 
pick up Bethany’s third place Silver Sneaker Award for funds raised 
throughout the Capital Region last year (61st in the COUNTRY).  He 
also picked up the packets for walkers and registered Bethany’s team 
on-line.  If you would like to walk to end hunger anytime in May, pick 
up a packet in the church office or go to 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022 and join the Bethany Reformed 
Church Team.   

 Next week the Rev. Lindsey De Kruif will be preaching.  Rev. De Kruif 
currently serves as the Stated Clerk of Schenectady Classis and the 
Coordinator for the Albany Synod Fellowship Program and First Call 
Project. She has served three churches in Albany Synod since being 
ordained in 2013. Growing up in Minnesota, she lived on her father’s 
family farm with her parents, an older sister and a younger brother. 
Recently, Lindsey, her husband, Steve, and daughter, Avalon (1), 
became residents of Schenectady.  

 It has been a gift to see Janet Richardson at our services recently, in 
person.  While she has been struggling with health issues, others have 
not attended out of fear of COVID.  As COVID cases wain in our area, 
we look forward to welcoming others back to join Bethany in a 
community of support and love.  

 The Boiler Fund now stands at $12,745 including a grant from the 
Albany Classis for $7,500.  Bethany and its tenants have contributed 
$5,245.  Bethany thanks all who have given and encourages you to 
help, if you can.  (Total cost: $45,000) 

 Next week communion will be serviced.  Please partake of the 
sacrament with us and supply your own elements if you are 
participating on Zoom.  The elements will be made sacred as part of 
the service.   

  
*Hymn of Parting    #536  (Red book)   “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Special Prayer for Bethany Reformed Church: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*Benediction 

 



*Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

TIME TO ORDER EASTER PLANTS 

 
 
It’s time to order Easter plants to beautify the Sanctuary on Easter morning! The vivid colors and 
scents of spring remind us of the rebirth we experience through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex for your convenience. We offer: Daffodils (yellow,) 
Hyacinths (purple, pink, white,) and Tulips (red, yellow, pink, white) at $10.00 each; Easter 
Lilies (white) and Mums (yellow, pink, white) at $12.00 each; and Azaleas (dark pink, lt. pink, 
red, white)  and Hydrangeas (blue, pink, white)) at $20.00 each.     
 
Deadline for Sign-Up is Thursday, March 31, 2022. You can indicate your choice/s on the sign-
up sheet in the narthex, or call or e-mail the church office. Please make checks out to Bethany 
Reformed Church. Be sure to include the donor name with your payment. Payments may be 
placed in an envelope marked "Easter Flowers" and placed in the offering plate, or mailed to the 
church. You may take your plant after worship on Easter Sunday. 
 


