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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
April 3, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We enter God’s Presence 

Prelude 

VOTUM 
With hope that God is creating new life within us, we declare: Our help is in the 
name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth.  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CALL TO WORSHIP - Extinguishing the Light 
“Come with me to pray” Jesus said. And they did: 
Peter, James, John, Thomas, Andrew, Philip, Matthew, Bartholomew, 
James (son of Alpheus), Simon, Judas (son of James).  One of the twelve 
was missing. 
“If it is your will, take this cup from me.”  Jesus poured out his heart. 
And they slept. 
“If it is not possible for this cup to be taken away, then your will be done.” 
And still they slept. 
“Not my will, but your will, O God.” 
And still they slept. 
“Behold, the hour is at hand.” 
We mark the passage of time as we draw closer to the week of Passion of 
our Lord. 
[Fifth candle is extinguished.] 

* HYMN OF GATHERING #339   (Red)  BE THOU MY VISION 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art-- 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 

Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
  



 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION – 

Purifying God , 
we grow comfortable with the way things are  
in our lives, in the church, and in the world .  
We do not always welcome the new life you offer in Christ ,  
for you overturn our notions of power and protocol .  
Sure of our own righteousness, we are critical of others . 
Wanting to control our assets ,  
we hoard the gifts you give us .  
Forgive us, we pray, for seeking our gain at the expense of others .  
Help us bend our lives toward your own life of self-giving and sacrifice .  
Fill us, our homes and churches, the whole world ,  
with the abundant love of Christ until all are made new .  
In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen . 

SILENT CONFESSION AND RESPONSE 

“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord; Incline thine ear to us, 
and grant us thy peace.” 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: PHILIPPIANS 3:9, 13-14 
The apostle Paul reminds us that we do not make ourselves righteous.    
Our righteousness comes through faith in Christ, who has made us his own.  
Hear the good news! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
The old life has passed away—and a new life has begun.  

Forgetting what lies behind, 
and straining forward to what lies ahead ,  
we press on toward the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING: PROVERBS 3:5-6 

As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
Trust in the lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding;  
in all your ways submit to him, 
and he will make your paths straight.  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 



 

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
Reading from the Old Testament—Isaiah 43:16-21 

 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
From the Gospels—John 12:1-8 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

SERMON Message by Rev. Lindsey De Kruif 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     #391 Take My Life and Let It Be V. 1-2, 5-6 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love. 

Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 



 

 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast 
of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 
We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the 
divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, 
resurrection, and ascension He established a new and eternal covenant of 
grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be 
forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the 
true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of 
blessing He comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if we are to 
bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the 
feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with 
unveiled face we shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 



 

 

Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained 
for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we 
to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of 
saints. 

Elements Distributed and Received 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (back of red hymnal cover) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Announcements 

 Today is first Sunday of the month where we remember those less fortunate 
than we are.  A table for food and monetary contributions for the food pantry 
can be found in the narthex. 

 Next week we welcome back Dr. Lou Smith who will lead our worship. Dr. 
Smith is a preaching elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. She is 
a retired public health physician with three adult children who enjoys day 
hikes, gardening, and reading. 

  



 

 

*HYMN OF PARTING   #359  (Red) More Love to Thee, O Christ 

More love to Thee, O Christ, 
More love to Thee! 

Hear Thou the prayer I make 
On bended knee. 

This is my earnest plea: 
More love, O Christ, to Thee; 

More love to Thee, 
More love to Thee! 

 
Once earthly joy I craved, 

Sought peace and rest; 
Now Thee alone I seek, 

Give what is best. 
This all my prayer shall be: 
More love, O Christ to Thee; 

More love to Thee, 
More love to Thee! 

 
Then shall my latest breath 

Whisper Thy praise; 
This be the parting cry 
My heart shall raise; 

This still its prayer shall be: 
More love, O Christ to Thee; 

More love to Thee, 
More love to Thee! 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 



 

 

 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch. 


