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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 

 



Order of Worship 

April 24, 2022 

Second Sunday of Easter 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE:   

We Gather in God’s Presence 

VOTUM 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, maker of heaven and earth.  Grace, and 
peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

CALL TO WORSHIP   

We gather with joy, for Eastertide continues. 
All locked doors have been opened and fear has turned to peace. 
We celebrate the presence of the risen Christ among us. 
Doubts have been erased and uncertainty has turned to faith. 
Let us rejoice and be glad! 
Let us offer our prayers and our praise with humble, hopeful hearts. 
 
We gather with joy, for Eastertide continues.                                             
All locked doors have been opened and fear has turned to peace. 
We celebrate the presence of the risen Christ among us. 
Doubts have been erased and uncertainty has turned to faith.         
Let us rejoice and be glad!                                                                     
Let us offer our prayers and our praise with humble, hopeful hearts. 
 
*OPENING HYMN   #115 (Red)   “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” 

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 
Of triumphant gladness; 

God has brought forth Israel 
Into joy from sadness. 

Loosed from Pharoah’s bitter yoke 
Jacob’s sons and daughters; 

Led them with unmoistened foot 
Through the Red Sea waters. 

 



‘Tis the spring of souls today; 
Christ hath burst His prison, 

And from three days’ sleep in death 
As a sun hath risen. 

Now rejoice, Jerusalem, 
And with true affection 

Welcome in unwearied strains 
Jesus’ resurrection! 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of new life, we come to you, rejoicing in the mystery of the risen 
Lord, who is present among us always, even when we least expect it. 
Yet, even as we delight in Easter’s promise, we fail to live it out. 
Merciful God, we confess that at times our trust in you weakens and 
we become anxious about many things.  We talk about love but 
avoid those who are different from us. Forgive us for putting our 
own interests above the needs of others. Through the power of your 
Holy Spirit, rekindle our passion for you so we may work together to 
witness to your love.  In your holy name we pray. Amen.  

Time for silent confession. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & RESPONSE TO GOD 

Sisters and brothers, hear these words from Paul’s letter to the Colossians: 
“When we were dead in our sins….God made us alive in Christ and forgave 
all our transgressions.” Friends, this is the Easter reality and resurrection 
assurance: Christ who died IS risen and among us, moving to transform us 
into the image God holds for each of us, giving us new life, new freedom, 
and new joy. So, I can declare to you that in the name of Jesus, our sins 
HAVE been forgiven. 
As a forgiven people, let us be mindful of how we should live. In answer to 
the query, “What does the Lord require of us?”, Scripture says that we are to 
act justly, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God. 
May we do so today and every day. Amen.    
 

 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Our Song of Hope) 

Jesus Christ is the hope of God’s world. 
In His death, the justice of God is established; 
Forgiveness of sins is proclaimed. 
 
On the day of His resurrection, the tomb was empty; 
His disciples saw Him; death was defeated; new life had come. 
 
God’s purpose for His world was sealed. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READING    John 20:19-31 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “Come To Us, Beloved Stranger” 

 

SERMON:  Is There Room in Your Faith for Doubt?    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #375   (Red book)   “Lord of All Good” vv.1, 3 

Lord of all good, Our gifts we bring to You; 
Use them Your holy purpose to fulfill; 

Tokens of love and pledges brought anew, 
That our whole life is offered to Your will. 

 



 
Father, whose bounty all creation shows; 
Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live; 
Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows: 

To You with grateful hearts ourselves we give. 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
Announcements  

 On Easter Sunday a flower dedication from Debora Hollner in memory 
of her other, Joan Hollner, was missing from the bulletin.  Please 
remember her today.   

 Next week Dr. John Davis will be our guest preacher.  He worshiped 
here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID, but has since returned to 
his roots and is a lay preacher at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.  They, 
too, are looking for a pastor. 

 Next week is the CROP Hunger Walk.  There is still time to join 
Bethany’s team or make a donation to one of our walkers.  You can 
do either on-line, or in the church office.  You can also see David 
Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, or Chris and David 
VanAlstyne.  Did you know the CROP Walk started after WWII to help 
send food and seed crops to the displaced and hungry people in 
Europe and Asia?  Although 25% of the donations remain in the 
Capital Region, the rest go to help Church World Service in their 
global mission to combat hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster. 
It seems like an appropriate and historic time to help.     

 The Annual Flower and Plant Sale will take place a week from Friday.  
What a great chance to be with fellow congregants in the great 
outdoors and “catch up” with them as Bethany helps neighbors pick 
out flowers to bring joy to their yard, their neighborhood, and/or their 
loved ones.  Please pick a time to volunteer so Bethany can space our 
help evenly throughout the 17 hours sale.  Thanks. 



 From noon to 4 today you are invited to see the African Violet displays 
in the Errgong room and purchase some of your own African Violets in 
the room across the hallway. 

 While Rev. Glenn Van Oort missed the Easter service because of 
COVID exposure he, thankfully, did not develop COVID.  He did, 
however, want to invite Bethany to attend his 80th Birthday 
Celebration Hudson River cruise in June (no presents please). More 
information is available in the back of the church or by calling the 
church office.   

 The Easter Offering for the RCA 2022 European Crisis Response 
brought in $1,235.  Thank you for your generosity in supporting 
people undergoing catastrophic suffering with no end in sight.  

 All articles for the May newsletter should be submitted to the church 
office by Wednesday, April 27. 
 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #538 (Red)  “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”vv.1,2  

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; 
Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Thy love possessing,                                                         

Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, 

Traveling though this wilderness. 
 

Thanks we give and adoration 
For Thy gospel’s joyful sound; 
May the fruits of Thy salvation 
In our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful 
To the truth may we be found. 

 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name’s sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 



would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

Today’s worship leader is Kitt Jackson, a member of Altamont Reformed 
Church and Commissioned Preaching Elder in the Classis of Schenectady. 
She retired from the Capital Area Council of Churches in 2014, but still 
heads up the Albany CROP Hunger Walk. She lives in Delmar and has two 
adult children and two grandchildren. 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 



Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 
Expenses            8,677                        25,995 
Net                        -320                        4,621 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $1,386 
Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 
Easter Offering:  $1,235 

 

 

Next Sunday--May 1 

 

 

Following week----May 6 & 7 


