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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 



6 
 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

 

 

 

 

TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Title: Christ's Charge to Peter   Date: 1515-1516   Artist: Raphael, 1483-1520 
 

Dr. John Davis 
Preaching Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 

 



9 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 



10 
 

 

 

*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 



1 
 

 

 

 

 

Title: Christ's Charge to Peter   Date: 1515-1516   Artist: Raphael, 1483-1520 
 

Dr. John Davis 
Preaching Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 



7 
 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Title: Christ's Charge to Peter   Date: 1515-1516   Artist: Raphael, 1483-1520 
 

Dr. John Davis 
Preaching Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 



3 
 

 
Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 



5 
 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Title: Christ's Charge to Peter   Date: 1515-1516   Artist: Raphael, 1483-1520 
 

Dr. John Davis 
Preaching Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 



3 
 

 
Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 



5 
 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Title: Christ's Charge to Peter   Date: 1515-1516   Artist: Raphael, 1483-1520 
 

Dr. John Davis 
Preaching Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Title: Christ's Charge to Peter   Date: 1515-1516   Artist: Raphael, 1483-1520 
 

Dr. John Davis 
Preaching Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 



8 
 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Title: Christ's Charge to Peter   Date: 1515-1516   Artist: Raphael, 1483-1520 
 

Dr. John Davis 
Preaching Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
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Title: Christ's Charge to Peter   Date: 1515-1516   Artist: Raphael, 1483-1520 
 

Dr. John Davis 
Preaching Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 

May 1, 2022 10:00 A.M.  Easter 3 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Italic print indicates officiating lay minister 

Bold print for congregational response 

 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise, 

Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

WELCOME 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN    #481  (Red)   “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”   

Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia! 
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia! 
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia! 

All that see and share God’s love. Alleluia! 
 

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia! 
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia! 

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia! 
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia! 
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Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia! 

Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 
All that God for us has done, Alleluia! 

All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

Let us confess our sins to almighty God. Let us pray together. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

*GLORIA PATRIA (Red Hymnal #579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 9th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, 21st Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:   “I Love the Lord Who Heard My Cry”   

 

SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Four Important Questions” 

 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 

*THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 

By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
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INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
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And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
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slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #204   (Green)  “Lord Make Us Servants” 

Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

 
May we not look for love's return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death's dark night to endless day; 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 

To wake at last in heaven's light. 

 



9 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

… 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The CROP Hunger Walk is today.  If you haven’t already made a donation, 

please see one of our walkers (David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty, 
or Chris and David Van Alstyne) or your donation will be recorded in the 
secretary’s  office after the service.   

 FLOWER AND PLANT SALE is this week on Friday and Saturday. We have 
garnished a reputation for some of the best plants at some of the best prices 
in the area.  Remember next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Please stop by, but 
also please help.  The sale requires a lot of “set up” time in addition to 17 
hours of sale monitoring.  Please give Lynn Carlson a call (tear off sheet with 
her number is in the narthex) so she can spread out Bethany’s lean work- 
force to be used most efficiently.  Workers are needed 5 am-7 pm on Friday 
and 7 am – 4 pm on Saturday.                                  

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching.  She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries.  A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born during 
the pandemic.   

 If you are interested in accepting the Rev. Glenn van Oort’s invitation to join 
him on a Dutch Apple Cruise to celebrate his and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
(delayed 2 years because of COVID), please pick up reservation information 
in the back of the church of call the church office for more details.  No gifts 
please.   

 The family Promise Annual Auction is live but will end tonight at 7:00 pm. 
Seventy five items are being auctioned including the 3 baskets we donated.  
Check it out by going to the Family Promise of the Capital Area website or by 
going to: https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=26208 

 Bethany Reformed Church’s Baseball Team has started play.  See their game 
Thursday at 6:30 at the Bethlehem Middle School (Field A) against 
Bethlehem Community Church! 
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*PARTING HYMN  #435  (Red)     “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

We all are one in mission, We all are on in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single, great commission Compels us from above 
To plan and work together That all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We are all called for service To witness in God’s name, 
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same; 
To touch the lives of others By God’s surprising grace 

So every folk and nation May feel God’s warm embrace. 
 

Now let us be united And let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel For God’s redeeming word. 
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Join Bethany on Zoom.  Currently offered: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income                8,357                        30,616 

Expenses            8,677                        25,995 

Net                        -320                        4,621 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,078 

Current Boiler Fund total:  $13,840 

Easter Offering for RCA European Crisis Response:  $1,435 
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TODAY 

 

 

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 


