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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 

760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 

Order of Worship 

May 22, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 

Bold print for congregational response 
 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

God is doing something new; open your minds to see what He is doing around you. 

God is planting new seeds; we open our hearts to feel what God is doing 

within us. 

God is calling your name; 

We open ourselves to the call of God to do justice, love mercy and walk 

humbly with God. 

Come, let us worship God; 

Join together our hearts and minds to follow Jesus Christ our Lord. 

*OPENING HYMN         #489   (Red)    “Open Now the Gates of Beauty” 

Open now thy gates of beauty, 

Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty 

Waits for God who answers prayer; 

O how blessèd is this place, 

Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

Gracious God, I come before Thee, 

Come Thou also down to me; 

Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 

There a heaven on earth must be; 

To my heart O enter Thou, 

Let it be Thy temple now. 

 

  



 

Speak, O Lord, and I will hear Thee, 

Let Thy will be done indeed; 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee, 

While Thou dost Thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows, 

Here is balm for all our woes. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy One, you promise to dwell with us in all our humanness. We desire to 

keep your word, yet there are times when we fall short, we lack courage 

and our faith falters. Despite your gift of peace, we are troubled and afraid.  

Forgive us when we close our hearts and shut you out. Save us from the 

idolatry of self-sufficiency and be with us as our God. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

 

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Joshua 2 & 6 

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ! 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE “Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho” 

SERMON MESSAGE “Rahab” 

  



The Response to God 

*Affirmation of Faith 

 
I believe in an innovative God, who does not wait for us to find ourselves but 

comes seeking the lost and calling us into a new way. 
 
I believe in Jesus of Nazareth as God’s crucial initiative, that when he calls 

us to follow, Christ also gives us the power to become, both in creed and 
deed, the children of the living God. 

 
I believe in the Spirit by whom Jesus still comes to us, calling us to follow him into 

an obedience which is true liberty and to a humble service which is the fruit of holy 
friendship. 
 

I believe in the church as the fellowship of Christ’s people, called to 
respect and support one another through joys and tribulations as we travel 

the road towards the “promised land” of God’s future. 
 
Because Christ has called me in this, I truly believe.  Amen. 

 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #307 (Red) “Fight the Good Fight” 

Fight the good fight with all thy might; 

Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right; 

Lay hold on life, and it shall be 

Thy joy and crown eternally. 

 

Run the straight race through God’s good grace, 

Lift up thine eyes, and seek Christ's face; 

Life with its way before us lies, 

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

 Cast care aside, lean on thy guide; 

God's boundless mercy will provide; 

Trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove 

Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 

 

Faint not nor fear, God's arms are near; 

God changeth not, and thou art dear; 

Only believe, and thou shalt see 

That Christ is all in all to thee. 

  



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (red) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s preacher will be our own Elder, Gil Faustel.  His knowledge of 
the Bible and his adherence to its principals have been an inspiration to us 
all. 

 Our secretary thanks all that have send well wishes and prayers her way.  
Her leg was set and pieced together with screws, rods and plates on Friday., 

despite an initial scare when surgery was canceled because of the nursing 
strike. he continues to rejoice that although it will require an extensive 
healing and rehab period, the injury was not, in her words, “life threatening 

or critical.”  Please continue to email or call the church office for emergencies 
but expect a longer “wait time” until office coverage is worked out. 

 Our weary bodies have recovered from the Plant Sale, but there is other great 
news! Most of the receipts have been deposited. We earned more than $6,200! 

 We recently received a rebate of $3,600 from National Grid for our new boilers. 
This brings the total collected so far for the cost of the boilers to $23,120 - over 
half the cost! 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #354 (Red) “Guide My Feet” 

Guide my feet while I run this race, 

Guide my feet while I run this race, 

Guide my feet while I run this race, 

For I don't want to run this race in vain! 

 

Hold my hand while I run this race, 

Hold my hand while I run this race, 

Hold my hand while I run this race, 

For I don't want to run this race in vain! 

 

Stand by me while I run this race, 

Stand by me while I run this race, 

Stand by me while I run this race, 

For I don't want to run this race in vain! 

 



I'm Your child while I run this race, 

I'm Your child while I run this race, 

I'm Your child while I run this race, 

For I don't want to run this race in vain! 

 

Search my heart while I run this race, 

Search my heart while I run this race, 

Search my heart while I run this race, 

For I don't want to run this race in vain! 

Guide my feet while I run this race, 

Guide my feet while I run this race, 

Guide my feet while I run this race, 

For I don't want to run this race in vain! 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

 
Heavenly Father, 
 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 

selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 

ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 

our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 

full of grace forever. 
May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 
 



POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 

just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 

www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 

service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 

internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

March 2022                1/1 - 3/31/2022 

Income 8,357 30,616 

Expenses 8,677 25,995 
Net -320 4,621 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $469.50 
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