
 

 

Guest Preacher 

Rev. Abby Norton Levering 
 

Bethany’s Music Director: 

Catherine Schane-Lydon 
 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder) Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder) Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 
Telephone: 518-482-7998 

Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 
Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

June 5, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 

 

VOTUM 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 
And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. 

Creator God: send your Spirit to move today through the chaos of our lives, 

breathing calm, order and clear boundaries. In the name of your son Jesus 
Christ, bringer of new life, we pray, AMEN 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP*OPENING HYMN 

 

O Lord, how manifold are your works! 

In wisdom you have made them all; 

the earth is full of your creatures. 

All your creatures, including us, look to you 

to give us food in due season. 

When you hide your face, we are dismayed. 

When you take away our breath, we die and return to the dust. 

When you send forth your spirit, we are re-created 

and the entire creation is renewed. 

May the glory of the Lord endure forever! 

O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
In wisdom you have made us all; 
the earth is full of your creatures! AMEN 
 

  



Opening Hymn #131 (Red Hymnal) “Wind Who Makes All Winds That Blow” 
 

Wind who makes all winds that blow—Gusts that bend the saplings low, 
Gales that heave the sea in waves, Stirrings in the mind’s deep caves— 

Aim Your breath with steady power On Your church this day, this hour. 

Raise, Renew the life we’ve lost, Spirit God of Pentecost. 
Fire who fuels all fires that burn—Suns around which planets turn, 

Beacons marking reefs and shoals, Shining truth to guide our souls— 
Come to us as once You came: Burst in tongues of sacred flame! 

Light and Power, Might and Strength, Fill Your church, its breadth and 
length. 

Holy Spirit, Wind and Flame, Move within our mortal frame. 

Make our hearts an altar pyre, Kindle them with Your own fire. 
Breath and blow upon that blaze Till our lives, our deeds and ways, 

Speak that tongue which every land By Your grace shall understand. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
O Lord of Heaven and Earth, 

Forgive us. We are often distracted and listless, 
and we fail to listen for your Spirit’s leading in our lives. 
We forget the promises we made 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, 
to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly, following you. 
Even now we struggle to be still and pray. 
Help us, O God. 

Time of silent reflection. 

Nevertheless, Merciful God, 

you do not give up on us. 
Your patience, mercy and loving kindness do not fail. 
Empower us daily to renew our promises to you, 
that we may ourselves be renewed by your Spirit, 
walk in your grace and faithfully live for you all our days. AMEN 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Friends in Christ, hear these words from our baptismal liturgy: 
Whatever our journey to this point, we remember that in our baptism 
God claims us and seals us to show that we belong to Jesus Christ! 

God forgives us and frees us from sin and death; 
God unites us to Jesus in his death and resurrection; 
God makes us members of the church, the body of Christ; and 
empowers each one of us by the Spirit 
to join Christ’s mission in the world. AMEN 



 

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading Acts 2:  1-12 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE “Holy Ghost, Dispel Our Sadness” 

 
SERMON MESSAGE “Show Up!” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #130 (Red Hymnal) “Let Every Christian Pray” 
 

Let every Christian pray, This day and every day, 

Come, Holy Spirit, come! Was not the church we love 
Commissioned from above? Come, Holy Spirit, come! 

 
The Spirit brought to birth The church of Christ on earth 

To seek and save the lost: God never has withdrawn, 

Since that tremendous dawn, The gifts at Pentecost. 
 

Only the Spirit’s power Can fir us for this hour: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come! Instruct, inspire, unite, 

And help us see Your light: Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s preacher is Elder, Peter Pagerey. Peter Pagerey is a Preaching 

Elder whose home church is First Church in Albany. He has been preaching 

for about 15 years. He worked for IBM for 30 years before retiring and then 

for the Albany Medical College for 8 years before retiring again (and hopefully 

the last time). He is married and has 4 children and 8 grandchildren as part 

of a blended family. Two of the grandchildren live with Pete and his wife, a 4 

year old and an 8 year old. Pete enjoys reading science fiction, history (any 

era), and action books. He and his wife also enjoy doing jig saw puzzles and 

watching the New York Yankees (for the most part). 

 Words of Hope, July, August, September 2022, has arrived. You may find 

copies in the Narthex, on the stand or at the back of the church on the 

radiator. 

 Diane is doing much better and has been remotely helping with the church 
office. She cannot put any weight on her leg for six to eight weeks. She is 

thankful for all prayers, cards and well wishes. 
 

*HYMN OF PARTING #129 (Red Hymnal) “Come, Spirit, Dwell Among Us” 

 
Come, O Spirit, dwell among us, Come with Pente- 

costal power; Give the church a stronger vision, 
Help us face each crucial hour. Built upon a firm foundation, 

Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone, Still the Church is 

called to mission That God’s love shall be made known. 
 

We would raise our alleluias For the grace of 
yester years; For tomorrow’s unknown pathway, 

Hear, O Lord, our humble prayers. In the church’s pilgrim journey 

You have led us all the way, Still in presence 
move before us, Fire by night and cloud by day. 

 
Come, O Spirit, dwell among us: Give us words of 
fire and flame. Help our feeble lips to praise You, 

Glorify Your holy name. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in one: what 
mystery! We would sing our 

Loud Hosannas Now and through eternity. 
 
  



SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 

Heavenly Father, 
 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 

ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 

other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever, 
grant you peace, perfect peace, 

courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 

www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 

internet to worship and stay in touch. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.bethanyrc.org/

