
 

 

Guest Preacher 

Elder, Nancy Landrigan 

 
Bethany’s Music Director 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder) Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder) Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 

called by Christ to glorify God— 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

June 19, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

We gather to worship our God, 

who speaks the words of peace we need in chaotic times. 

We gather to follow Jesus, 

who encourages us to never fear, for he is near. 

We gather to be filled with the Spirit, 

who anoints us so we can go to serve our world. 

With the faithful, as well as the foolish; with the voiceless, and those who talk too 
much: 

we gather to praise our God. 

With those who find it easy to follow, with those who stumble along the Way: 

we rejoice in Jesus, who makes us whole, and calls us sisters and brothers. 

With all who are heirs to the promises of grace, with all who share hope with 
others: 

we give thanks to the Spirit of peace, who cradles us in the arms of hope. 

 
Opening Hymn #469 (Red Hymnal) “Morning Has Broken” 

 

Morning has broken Like the first morning, blackbird has 
spoken Like the first bird. Praise for the singing! Praise for the 

morning! Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 

Sweet the rain’s new fall Sunlit from heaven, Like the first 

dewfall On the first grass. Praise for the sweetness Of the wet 
garden, Sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass. 

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning Born of the 

one light Eden saw play! Praise with elation, Praise every 
morning, God’s recreation of the new day! 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide and too deep 

to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no 
longer bear and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set 
us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future where we 

can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your 
likeness and image. Help us hear you in the silence. Create in us a clean 

heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast us from your 
presence or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your 
salvation and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit through Jesus Christ, 

the light of the world. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

Hear the good news, dear friends. Our God comes, not to torment us, but to 
release us from all that keeps us from being God’s beloved children. We are sisters 
and brothers of Jesus, those who have been blessed, forgiven, transformed. 

Thanks be to God, who reaches out to us and shows us the way of the 
shadows, pointing to the path of mercy and hope. We are forgiven! Amen. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in 

the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and 
serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. We trust in God, 
whom Jesus called Abba, Father. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

everywhere the giver and renewer of life. With believers in every time and 
place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:  1 Kings 19:1-15 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE “Nearer My God, To Thee” 

 

SERMON MESSAGE “The Small Voice” 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #527 (Red Hymnal) “Near to the Heart of God” 
 

There is a place of quiet rest, near to the heart of God, 
A place where sin cannot molest, near to the heart of God. 

Refrain: 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer, Sent from the heart of God, 
Hold us, who wait before Thee, Near to the heart of God. 

 
There is a place of comfort sweet, Near to the heart of God, 

A place where we our Savior meet, Near to the heart of God. [Refrain] 

There is a place of full release, Near to the heart of God, 
A place where all is joy and peace, Near to the heart of God. [Refrain] 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s preacher is Elder Noreen Fargione. Noreen is an elder of the 

Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church. She retired from the RCA 

denomination a few years ago as coordinator of development. She and her 

husband Tom live in Colonie; have three grown children and eight 

grandchildren. At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 

Reformed Church. 

  



 

 Hey! It really is Father’s Day today. Let us all honor and celebrate our 

fathers, or those people who fill that place in our lives. 

 James Brumm, currently working at New Brunswick Theological Seminary, 

has sent us this opportunity. 

General Synod 2022 is in the books! There was good work, good prayer, 

good fellowship, difficult conversations, difficult conversations, surprising and 

decisions that will have effects far beyond what we yet know. All of this will 

be discussed at the Reformed Church Center’s RCA General Synod Recap 

2022, next Wednesday, June 22, 12:00 noon to 2:00 pm. 

This program will be on Zoom and is free, but registration is required.   Click 

here to register: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcOuvrzwqGtLZZer6-

dj0QZOjeCoMdT8M 

 The First Church Food Pantry needs your help this summer! Please contact 

pantry coordinator, Lorraine Houk to sign up: lorraineh@focuschurches.net. 

The Pantry is open on Monday and Wednesday from 9 to 11:30 am. Tasks 

would include packing light produce, dairy products, and frozen meats. For 

more information: call (518) 463-4449 or go to tinyurl.com/mtvxks5w. 

 All articles for the July-August newsletter should be submitted to the church 
office by Wednesday, June 27. 

 Today is Juneteenth. Juneteenth is observed on June 19 each year 
commemorating the emancipation of the enslaved African Americans back in 
1865. President Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth National Independence Day 

Act into law on June 17, 2021. 

 Don’t forget, the Brooks BBQ is coming up next month, Friday, July 15. 

 Diane is her usual bright and cheery self. She has been having minor 
problems with her incision, but is hoping it will all work out. If you get a 

chance, please email, write or call Diane to give her some cheering up. 

 Great news! Kathy Casey’s wound is officially healed, so she may leave the 
Amsterdam facility. We will keep you informed as to when she will be moving 

back to the Albany area and her new address. 
 

  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcOuvrzwqGtLZZer6-dj0QZOjeCoMdT8M
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcOuvrzwqGtLZZer6-dj0QZOjeCoMdT8M
mailto:lorraineh@focuschurches.net


*HYMN OF PARTING #131 (Red Hymnal) “Wind Who Makes All Winds That Blow” 
 

Wind who makes all winds that blow—Gusts that bend the saplings low, 
Gales that heave the sea in waves, Stirrings in the mind’s deep caves— 
Aim Your breath with steady power On Your church this day, this hour. 

Raise, renew the life we’ve lost, Spirit God of Pentecost. 
 

Fire who fuels all fires that burn—Suns around which planets turn, 
Beacons marking reefs and shoals, Shining truth to guide our souls— 

Come to us as once You came: Burst in tongues of sacred flame! 

Light and Power, Might and Strength, Fill Your church, its breadth and length. 
 

Holy Spirit, Wind and Flame, Move within our mortal frame. 

Make our hearts an altar pyre, Kindle them with Your own fire. 
Breathe and blow upon that blaze Till our lives, our deeds and ways, 
Speak that tongue which every land By Your grace shall understand. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 

 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 

church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 

ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 

our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 
 

POSTLUDE 


