
This is the day which 
the Lord hath made; 
let us rejoice and be 

glad in it. 
 
Psalm 118.24 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 

called by Christ to glorify God— 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 

 

Bethany Reformed Church 

760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

June 26, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

According to your abundant mercy, blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions; my sin is ever before me. 

Crat in me a clean heart, O God, and put a mew ad right spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your Holy Spirit 

from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain me in a willing spirit. 

Come, let us worship the Lord! 

*Opening Hymn #138 (Red Hymnal) “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Who wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see, 
Only thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 

Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth, and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

  



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, we confess that too often, we follow the ways of our culture. 

When things go wrong, we look for someone else to blame. When things 
are going well, we look for how it could go wrong. Too often, we seek to 

break others down, instead of building them up. Too often, we look to 
accuse before we seek to praise. Forgive us Lord, for overlooking the 
wonder that surrounds us. Forgive us for falling into the trap of seeking 

out the bad in life, instead of rejoicing for the good. Help us to change the 
way we see ourselves, as we humble seek to serve you (prayers continue 

in silence). 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 
If we live by the Spirit, we will be guided by the Spirit. Guided by the Spirit, we are 

children of the Spirit, healed by God’s love, and blessed by Christ’s grace. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty. Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
Gracious and loving God, you meet us where we are. We gather together from 
many walks of life, but we are unified as one heart in the body of Christ. In our 
time of worship, open our ears to hear your voice, open our eyes to see your glory; 

open our minds to receive your word; open our hearts to perceive your presence. 
Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading:  Genesis 16:1-16; 21:1-21 

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



SERMON MESSAGE “The Long and Winding Road” 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #280 (Red), “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come; 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun. 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Honoring Brandon Robert Trama’s Graduation 

 
Brandon is graduating from Colonie Central High School where he has been an 
active member of the Symphonic Orchestra since 9th grade as a violin player. He 

has played the violin since 4th grade. Brandon also played volleyball from 7th—10th 
grade as a member of the boy’s modified and JV Volleyball teams. Most recently, 

Brandon was a member of the Colonie High E-sports team, which originated just 
this year! 

This summer, Brandon will be working at the Albany Airport doing seasonal 

landscaping. Brandon will be attending Siena College in the fall to study Computer 
Science. He also plans to continue playing the violin in the orchestra at Siena and 

may also join the Siena College E-sports team. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s preacher is Jo Prout. Jo Prout is an elder at the Second 

Reformed Church of Coxsackie. A University of Notre Dame graduate, she 
was previously a reporter in Albany County for 20 years (and started her 

journey in Albany by living in Pine Hills) before completing a Master of 
Ministry degree in 2017. Prout was recently admitted to Duke Divinity School 
to seek a Master of Divinity degree. Prout was twice published in the defunct 

RCA publication, The Church Herald, serves as Sunday school superintendent 
at her home church, and occasionally fills in on organ and piano. Go Irish! 

 As promised, here's an update on our CROP Walk donations as conveyed to 
me by Kitt Jackson as of last Friday. 

  Bethany Reformed Church—$8,884.79, thought to be our best effort as far 
as I can remember. Albany CROP Walk—$110,899.52, the most we have 
ever raised in our 42 years of CROP Walks in Albany 

  As always a big thank you to our walkers and our supporters. A job well 
done. David 

 All articles for the July-August newsletter should be submitted to the church 
office by Wednesday, June 27. 

 Don’t forget, the Brooks BBQ is coming up next month, Friday, July 15. 

 Diane has been coming into church to work on some things, so you might 
happen to see her on a weekday. Her incision is giving her problems, but she 

is putting weight on her foot and moving along. Please keep those healing 
prayers coming. 

 Great news! Kathy Casey’s wound is officially healed, so she may leave the 

Amsterdam facility. We will keep you informed as to when she will be moving 
back to the Albany area and has her new address. 

 

*HYMN OF PARTING #391 (Red Hymnal) “Take My Life” 

Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days; Let them flow in 

ceaseless praise, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be Swift and beautiful 

for Thee, Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing, always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages 

from Thee, Filled with messages from Thee. 

Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use Every power as 
Thou shalt choose, Every power as Thou shalt choose. 



Take my will and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart it is Thine own; It shall be Thy royal throne, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour At thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 
 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 

expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 

community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

Go to be fruitful in all that you do! Bring love, joy, peace, and patience to everyone 
you meet. Share kindness, gentleness, and generosity in every encounter. In doing 

so, you not only live by the Spirit, you bring the Spirit with you. In the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 

full of grace forever. 
May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 
 
POSTLUDE 


