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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 

760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

July 3, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Sing praises to God, O faithful ones. 

Give thanks and proclaim God’s holy name. 

Weeping or joyful, mourning or dancing, 

Come as you are, for all are welcome here. 

Open your hearts to healing, to life restored. 

Let us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn #487 (Red Hymnal) “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, our hearts awaking cries: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 
To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 
My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Let earth’s wide circle round In joyful notes resound 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (2 Kings 5, Psalm 30) 

O God of people and nations, we are ignorant and arrogant about our own 
prosperity and might. When we forget how much we have, remind us of 

our abundance. When we take pride in our status and think ourselves 
better than others, grant us humility. When we use wealth and power to 

get our own way at the expense of others, correct us. Heal us, we pray, 
that we may be a force for wholeness. With all that we have, we pray for 

your forgiveness. Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty. Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting. Amen 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

Scripture Reading: II Kings 5:1-14; Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16; and Luke 10:1-11, 

16-20. 

 
This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ! 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “When We Are Living” 

 

SERMON MESSAGE 

  



The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #419 (Red Hymnal) “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” 

 
How clear is our vocation, Lord, When once we heed Your call: 

To live according to Your word, And daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
That You are Lord of all And will not let us fall. 

But if, forgetful, we should find Your yoke is hard to bear, 

If worldly pressures fray the mind And love itself cannot un wind 
Its tangled skein of care: Our inward life repair. 

We mark Your saints, how they became In hindrances more sure, 
Whose joyful virtues put to shame The casual way we wear Your name, 

And by our faults obscure Your power to Cleanse and cure. 

In what You give us, Lord, to do, Together or along, 
In old routines or ventures new, May we not cease to look to You— 

The cross You hung upon—All You endeavored done. 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s preacher will be our own Elder, Gil Faustel. His knowledge of the 

Bible and his adherence to its principals has been an inspiration to us all. 

 Today is first Sunday of the month when we remember those less fortunate 

than we are. A table for food and monetary contributions for the food pantry 
can be found in the narthex. 

 Reminder—the Brooks, Chicken only, BBQ is Friday, July 15. Please plan on 

helping and let Wendy know of your plans. We will need man power to fill 
and hand out orders and we will need cookies and brownies for the desserts. 

Please help Bethany raise the money it needs to continue Christ’s mission 
through us. 

 Diane is up and at it. She visited Mary Bartlett. Mary has moved to room 

113A in the Memory Care Unit. If you visit Mary, you must go the second 
door for the sign-in sheet and tell them you are there to visit Mary. Mary’s 

short-term memory is failing, but her long-term memory is still pretty good. 



 As promised, here's an update on our CROP Walk donations as conveyed to 
me by Kitt Jackson as of last Friday. 

  Bethany Reformed Church—$8,884.79, thought to be our best effort as far 
as I can remember. Albany CROP Walk—$110,899.52, the most we have 

ever raised in our 42 years of CROP Walks in Albany 
  As always a big thank you to our walkers and our supporters. A job well 
done. David 

 Peggy has a new email address - pfunderburke2022@outlook.com 
 

*HYMN OF PARTING #418 (Red Hymnal) “God Bless Your Church With Strength” 

God, bless Your church with Strength! Wherever we may be, 

Up-build Your servants as we work In common ministry. 
Urge us from fledgling faith To venture and to soar Through 

open skies to sing the praise Of Christ whom we adore. 

God, bless Your church with life! May all our branches thrive, 
Unblemished, wholesome, bearing fruit, Abundantly alive. 

From You, one holy vine, In freedom may we grow Sus- 
tain us in our mission, Lord, Your love and peace to show. 

God, bless Your church with hope! Despite chaotic days, 

May we in chaos shine to light A pathway through life’s maze. 
May justice be our aim, And kindness ours to share, In 

humbleness O may we walk, Assured our God is there! 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 

 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 

church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 

ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 

our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 

community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 

courage in ev'ry endeavor. 
Lift up your eyes and see God's face 

full of grace forever. 
May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 

just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 

www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 

service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 

internet to worship and stay in touch. 

http://www.bethanyrc.org/

