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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 

called by Christ to glorify God— 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 

Bethany Reformed Church 

760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 
Telephone: 518-482-7998 

Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 
Visit us: bethanyrc.org

 



Order of Worship 

July 17, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Joyous are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is wiped away. 

Joyous are those on whom the Lord does not place blame, whose spirit is 
without deceit. 

While I kept everything in, my body was heavy and hurting, groaning all day long. 

I felt burdened, as if my strength was dried up. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you O Lord, and did not hide my transgressions. 

Then you, O Lord, forgave the guilt of my sin and everything changed. 

You preserve me from trouble; you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 

Come, let us worship the Lord! 

 

*Opening Hymn #487 (Red Hymnal) “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the sky, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 
Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God, who runs to embrace us when we return home. We confess that too 

often, when people seem lost in our lives, we do not pursue them. Too 
often, we take others for granted and simply want to live our lives without 

responsibility. Too often, we have trouble turning back when we are 
already on a path of separation. Too often, we are slow to forgive and 
rejoice when others seek reconciliation. Forgive us God, for the ways we 

hurt ourselves and others. Help us to seek grace in our life with you and 
one another. Help us to offer and receive grace in all parts of our lives 

(personal prayers continue in silence). 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to 
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Thanks be to 

God. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
 

Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty. Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

Scripture Reading:  Joshua 2 

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



 

SERMON MESSAGE “I Was…But Now” 
 

The Response to God 
 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #420, “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

God of grace and God of glory, On Thy people 

pour Thy pow’r; Crown Thy ancient Church’s story; 
Bring its bud to glorious flower. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

For the facing of this hour, For the facing of this hour. 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, as- 
sail his ways! From the fears that long have bound us 

Free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
For the living of these days, For the living of these days. 

Cure Thy children’s warring madness, bend our pride to 

Thy control; shame our wanton, Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
Rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal, Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal. 

Set our feet on lofty places; Gird our lives that 
they may be Armored with all Christ-like graces, 

Pledged to set all captives free. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
That we fail not them nor Thee! That we fail not them nor Thee! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Dr. John Davis will be our guest preacher next week. A lifetime resident of 
Albany and an Episcopalian at birth, since 2019 he has been called by the 

Holy Spirit to visit and a variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of 
differences in doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than 

separates us.” He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. 
In 202 he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church where he has been regularly leading 

services and preaching the Good News. 



 Please remember to add your name to the list of volunteers helping to make 
our Ice Cream Social a successful church and community event. The Ice 

Cream Social is being held on August 12, 2022, from 5 to 7 pm. Thank you. 

 Janny Mironchuk’s daughter, Rena, is back home and doing much better. 

Thank you for your concerns and prayers. 

 

*HYMN OF PARTING #359 (Red Hymnal) “More Love to Thee, O Christ” 

More love to Thee, O Christ, More love to Thee! Hear Thou the 
prayer I make On bended knee. This is my earnest plea: 

More love, O Christ, to Thee, More love to Thee, More love to Thee! 

Once earthly joy I craved, Sought peace and rest; Now Thee a- 
lone I seek, Give what is best. This all my prayer shall be: 

More love, O Christ, to Thee, More love to Thee, More love to Thee! 

Then shall my latest breath Whisper Thy praise; This be the 
parting cry My heart shall raise. This still its prayer shall be: 

More love, O Christ, to Thee, More love to Thee, More love to Thee! 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 

church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 

our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 

community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

Go to be fruitful in all that you do! Bring love, joy, peace, and patience to everyone 
you meet. Share kindness, gentleness, and generosity in every encounter. In doing 
so, you not only live by the Spirit, you bring the Spirit with you. In the name of the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  



CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever, 
grant you peace, perfect peace, 

courage in ev'ry endeavor. 
Lift up your eyes and see God's face 

full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 

just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.bethanyrc.org/

