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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

July 31, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. Amen. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 107) 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 

those he redeemed from trouble 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

and he delivered them from their distress; 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 
WELCOME 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn #366 (Red Hymnal) “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me” 

Jesus, Thy boundless love to me No thought can 
Reach, no tongue declare; O knit my thankful heart to Thee, 

And reign without a rival there! Thine wholly, Thine a- 
lone, I’d live, Myself to Thee entirely give. 

O grant that nothing in my soul May dwell but 
Thy pure love alone; O, may Thy love possess me whole, 
My joy, my treasure, and my crown! All coldness from my 

heart remove; may evry act, word, thought, be love. 

O Love, how gracious is Thy way! All fear be- 
fore Thy presence flies; Care, anguish, sorrow melt away, 

Where’er Thy healing beams arise. O Jesus, nothing 
may I see, Nothing desire, or see, but Thee. 



INVOCATION (adapted 1 John 1:8-9) 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But, 
if we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins unto Almighty God; 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3: 16-17) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

Thanks be to God! 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us affirm our Christian faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 



*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
LESSONS 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians, 3rd Chapter, beginning at the 
1st verse... 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, 12th Chapter, beginning at 
the 11th verse… 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

  
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 

 
SERMON MESSAGE (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Seek the Things That Are Above” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #440 (Red Hymnal) “In Christ There Is No East or 
West” 

In Christ there is no east or west, In Him no south or north; 
But one great fellowship of love Throughout the whole wide earth. 

In Christ shall true hearts everywhere Their high communion find; 
His service is the golden cord, Close-binding humankind. 

Join hands, disciples of the faith, Whate'er your race may be. 
All children of the living God Are surely kin to me. 

In Christ now meet both east and west, In Him meet south and north; 
All Christly souls are one in Him Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
  



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS 

Let us pray. 
We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word. Grateful for 
your gifts and mindful of the communion of your saints, we offer to you our prayers 
for all people. 
God of compassion, we remember before you the poor and the afflicted, 
the sick and the dying, prisoners and all who are lonely, the victims of war, 
injustice, and inhumanity, and all others who suffer from whatever their 
sufferings may be called. Amen. 
O Lord of Providence, who holds the destiny of the nations in your hand, we pray 
for our country. 
Inspire the hearts and minds of our leaders that they, together with all our 
nation, may first seek your kingdom and righteousness so that order, 
liberty, and peace may dwell with your people. Amen. 
O God the Creator, we pray for all nations and peoples. 
Take away the mistrust and lack of understanding that divide your 
creatures; increase in us the recognition that we are all your children. 
Amen. 
O Savior God, look upon your church in its struggle upon the earth. 
Have mercy on its weakness, bring to an end its unhappy divisions, and 
scatter its fears. Amen. 
Look also upon the ministry of your church. 
Increase its courage, strengthen its faith, and inspire its witness to all 
people, even to the ends of the earth. Amen. 
Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s preacher is Elder, Nancy Landrigan. Nancy is a member of the 
Delmar Reformed Church. She is the clerk of Albany Classis. Her “day job” is 
a substitute teacher. Nancy is also a frequent customer at our Brooks’ 
Chicken BBQs. 

 It was with a very heavy heart that I share with you that the Rev. Pat Irwin 
passed away last night.  Her suffering is over, and she is in the eternal glory 
of God now. 

 Please remember to add your name to the list of volunteers helping to make 
our Ice Cream Social a successful church and community event. The Ice 
Cream Social is being held on August 12, 2022, from 5 to 7 pm and is free. 
Thank you. 
 

*HYMN OF PARTING #555 (Red Hymnal) “Now Thank We All Our God” 

Now thank we all our God With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, In whom his world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers' arms, Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, And still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts And blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in his grace, And guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills In this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God, Who reigns in highest heaven, 
To Father and to Son And Spirit now be given. 

The one eternal God, Whom heav’n and earth adore, 
The God who was and is, And shall be evermore. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
  



*BENEDICTION (from Numbers 6:24-26) 

May the Lord bless us and keep us; 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon us, and be gracious unto us; 
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon us, and give us peace. 

Amen! 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch. 

__________________________________________________________________ 


