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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 

called by Christ to glorify God— 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

August 7, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Palm 33) 

Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom He has chosen as His 
heritage. 

The LORD looks down from heaven; He sees all humankind. 

From where He sits enthroned He watches all the inhabitants of the earth— 

He who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 

Truly the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, 

on those who hope in His steadfast love, 

to deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in famine. 

Our soul waits for the LORD; 

He is our help and shield. 

Our heart is glad in Him because we trust in His holy name. 

ALL: Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 
 

*Opening Hymn “Though Your Sins Be as Scarlet” 
 

Though your sins be as scarlet, 
They shall be as white as snow; 

Though your sins be as scarlet, 
They shall be as white as snow; 
Though they be red like crimson, 

They shall be as wool; 
Though your sins be as scarlet, 

Though your sins be as scarlet, 
They shall be as white as snow, 
They shall be as white as snow. 

 

  



Hear the voice that entreats you, 
O return ye unto God! 

Hear the voice that entreats you, 
O return ye unto God! 

He is of great compassion, 
And of wondrous love; 

Hear the voice that entreats you, 

Hear the voice that entreats you, 
O return ye unto God! 

O return ye unto God! 
 

He’ll forgive your transgressions, 

And remember them no more; 
He’ll forgive your transgressions, 

And remember them no more; 
"Look unto Me, ye people," 

Saith the Lord your God; 

He’ll forgive your transgressions, 
He’ll forgive your transgressions, 

And remember them no more, 
And remember them no more. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, we confess that too often we wish to control your grace. Too 

often, we do not offer Your grace to others, even as we receive it from You. 
We build up lists of the sins of others and hold it against them. At the same 

time, we overlook these same things You forgive in us. Forgive us God, 
when we ignore the things that separate us from You, only to focus on the 
lives of others. Help us to share Your grace with others, instead of desiring 

You to withhold it. (personal prayers continue in silence.) Lord in Your 
mercy, hear our prayers. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 
There is nothing to fear. God’s hope is more tenacious than our despair; God’s joy 
is more resilient than our grief; God’s love is more compelling than our hate. By 

grace, we are gathered to God. By faith, we rest in God’s promises of forgiveness 
and restoration. Believe this good news and go forth to live in peace. 

 
LAW OF GOD: (from Micah 6:8) 

God has shown you, oh people, what is good. And what does God require of you? 

To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 
 

  



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “There is a Longing In Our Hearts” 
 

SERMON MESSAGE “Justice” 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #345 (Red Hymnal) “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, Forgive our foolish 

ways; Re-clothe us in our rightful mind, In 
purer lives Thy service find, In deeper reverence, praise. 

In simple trust like theirs who heard, Beside the Syrian 
sea, the gracious calling of the Lord, Let 

us, like them, without a word Rise up and follow Thee. 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee, O calm of hills a- 
bove, Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee The 

silence of eternity, Interpreted by love! 

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, Till all our strivings 
cease; Take from our souls the strain and stress, And 

let our ordered lives confess The beauty of Thy peace. 

Breathe through the heats of our desire Thy coolness and 

Thy balm; Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; Speak through 
the earthquake, wind, and fire, O still, small voice of calm! 



 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 We received a newsletter from First Reformed Church of Bethlehem (You 
may find it hanging on the bulletin board in the Narthex.) and there was a 
note about Street Soldiers. This outreach was begun by Renee and Mike 

Fahey with sandwiches and a pot of soup. Jessica Fuglein’s sister, Melissa, is 
part of that organization. They meet at Academy Park in Albany on Friday 

nights, without fail and in any weather, to provide food and many needed 
items to the homeless. We have offered food to them. If you are looking for 
Ministry Opportunity, this may be a great chance for outreach. 

 Please consider attending, donating or helping with our Ice Cream Social on 
August 12, from 5 to 7 pm. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, or you 

may call or email the church office. Thank you. 
 

*HYMN OF PARTING “They’ll Know We are Christians By Our Love” 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

And we pray that all unity will one day be restored. 

Chorus: And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand; 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand; 

And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land. 

We Will work with each other, we will work side by side; 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side; 
And we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride. 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come; 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son. 

And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one. 
  



SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 

 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 

church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 

ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 

our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 

courage in ev'ry endeavor. 
Lift up your eyes and see God's face 

full of grace forever. 
May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 

service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.bethanyrc.org/

