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empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

August 14, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 30) 

The Lord calls us to grow in faithfulness. 

Take away our greed and selfishness, O Lord! 

The Lord challenges us to serve others in loving ways! 

Help us grow in our service and witness to your mercy and peace. 

Come, let us worship the Lord who delights in our witness. 

Let us praise God who is always with us. AMEN. 
 

*Opening Hymn #268 (Red Hymnal) “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” 

God, who stretched the spangled heavens Infinite in 

Time and place, Flung the suns in burning radiance 
Through the silent fields of space; We, Your children 
In Your likeness Share inventive powers with You; 

Great Creator, still creating Show us what we yet may do. 

We have ventured worlds undreamed of Since the childhood 

Of our race; Known the ecstasy of winging 
Through untraveled realms of space; Probed the secrets 

Of the atom, Yielding unimagined power, 

Facing us with life’s destruction Or our most triumphant hour. 

As each far horizon beckons, May it challenge 

us anew: Children of creative purpose, 
Serving others, honoring You. May our dreams prove 

Rich with promise, Each endeavor well begun; 

Great Creator, give us guidance Till our goals and Yours are one. 
  



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of healing mercies, we come to you this day as imperfect people. We 
know that you desire for us hope, happiness, and love, yet we have found 

so many ways in which to block your gifts, or to grab hold of them as if we 
were entitled to them. We have been given the pathway to peace in the 
witness of Jesus Christ. He taught us to live as people of compassion and 

service. But our service has been mostly for ourselves, for our own 
gratification. We have failed to be your church, your witnesses on earth. 

We have neglected the needs of others in our rush for our own comfort. 
Forgive us, O merciful God. Heal our wounded spirits. Turn us again to you, 
that we may again learn of your love and mercy. Help us to become 

partners in peace and hope for others. For we ask this in Jesus Name. 
AMEN. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 

holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

  



THE WORD OF GOD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 51-7 and Luke 12:49-56 

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 

SERMON MESSAGE 

 
The Response to God 

 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #393 (Red Hymnal) “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said” 

Take up your cross, the Savior said, If 
you would My disciple be; Take up your cross with 

willing heart, And humbly follow after Me. 

Take up your cross, let not its weight Fill 
Your weak spirit with alarm: Christ’s strength shall bear your 

spirit up And brace your heart and nerve your arm. 

Take up your cross, heed not the shame, And 
let your foolish heart be still; The Lord for you ac- 

cepted death Upon a cross, on Calvary’s hill. 

Take up your cross, then, in Christ’s strength, And 

Calmly every danger brave: It guides you to a- 
bundant life And leads to victory o’re the grave. 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Thank you, Jo Prout, for stepping in and delivering our service today. You are 

very gracious to take the time to help us in our calendar snafu emergency. 



 Jo Prout will be with us again next week. Jo Prout is an elder at the Second 
Reformed Church of Coxsackie. A University of Notre Dame graduate, she 

was previously a reporter in Albany County for 20 years (and started her 
journey in Albany by living in Pine Hills) before completing a Master of 

Ministry degree in 2017. Prout was recently admitted to Duke Divinity School 
to seek a Master of Divinity degree. Prout was twice published in the defunct 
RCA publication, The Church Herald, serves as Sunday school superintendent 

at her home church, and occasionally fills in on organ and piano. Go Irish! 

 Diane Avery is doing much better. She has had the cast off for nearly four 

weeks and her wound is on the mend. Thank you for all of your prayers and 
good wishes. 

 We are so grateful to all of our volunteers and wish to show our appreciation 

at our Doors to the Future event which will be on Saturday, September 10 
from 2-5 at St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church. This event will be mostly 

outside with games for children and fun activities for grown-ups too. There 
will be hot dogs, hamburgers, salads, ice-cream and a chance to visit with 
many of our graduated families. Admission is free! If you would like to join 

the honorary committee or would like to view sponsorship opportunities 
please visit our website, https://www.familypromisecr.org. RSVP at 

fpcrevent@mail.com by September 1, 2022, so we can plan for the number 
attending. We hope to see you there. 

 

*HYMN OF PARTING #467 (Red Hymnal) “How Great Thou Art” 

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder Consider 

all the worlds Thy hands have made, I see the stars, I 
hear the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout the universe dis- 

played; Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! Then sings my soul, my 

Savior God, to Thee, How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander And hear the 
birds sing sweetly in the trees; When I look down from 

lofty mountain grandeur And hear the brook and feel the gentle 
breeze; Then Sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! Then sings my soul, my 

Savior God, to Thee, How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 
 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 

selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 

https://familypromisecr.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=202a37db51abd45323ff8b702&id=36dc5c4ecd&e=eb81dacf49
mailto:fpcrevent@gmail.com
mailto:fpcrevent@mail.com


expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 

other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 

full of grace forever. 
May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 

just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 

www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 

service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 

internet to worship and stay in touch. 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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