
 

Jo Prout 
Guest Preacher 

 
 

Bethany’s Music Director 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

 
Pam Menton VP (Elder) Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder) Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
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Order of Worship 

August 21, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

With great rejoicing we come to the house of the Lord today! 

God is our refuge and our stronghold. 

The power and love of God flow through this gathering. 

We place our whole trust in God’s mighty compassion for us. 

Come, let us worship the Lord! 

Let us celebrate the presence of God here in this place and in all our lives. AMEN. 

 
*Opening Hymn #482  (Red Hymnal) “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration! 

 
Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 

Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

  



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord God, we are so accustomed to rules and regulations that we fail to see 
human needs that lie outside of our rules. We easily allow compassionate 
service to be done by others, forgetting that you have given us the 
supreme mandate to care for one another, even as you have cared for us. 
We turn our backs on those in need, giving the responsibility to someone 
else. “Let someone else do the work,” we proclaim. And in that 
proclamation we have revealed our selfishness and our inability to be your 
disciples. Stop us from our selfish ways, and heal our hardened hearts. 
Forgive us, again, as you have so often before when we have failed to be 
your witnesses and workers. Help us become involved in ministries of 
peace and justice right where we are, for there is no where in creation 
where your love is not needed. Let us bring messages of love and hope to 
all people. Bring us to an understanding of the partnership of healing and 
hope that abides in your service. For we ask these things in Jesus’ Name. 
AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of 
Christ, the Church. 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in 
Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the 
waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls 
women and men to all ministries of the Church. 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to 
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in 
Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with 
others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and 
new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
  



THE WORD OF GOD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 51-7 and Luke 12:49-56 

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

 
SERMON MESSAGE  by Jo Prout 
 

The Response to God 
 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #150    (Red Hymnal) “Come, Christians, Join to Sing ” 

 Come, Christians, join to sing 
Alleluia! Amen! 

Loud praise to Christ our King; 
Alleluia! Amen! 

Let all, with heart and voice, 
Before His throne rejoice; 

Praise is His gracious choice; 
Alleluia! Amen! 

 
Come, lift your hearts on high; 

Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky; 

Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our guide and friend; 

To us He’ll condescend; 
His love shall never end; 

Alleluia! Amen! 
 

Praise yet our Christ again; 
Alleluia! Amen! 

Life shall not end the strain; 
Alleluia! Amen! 

On heaven’s blissful shore 
His goodness we’ll adore, 

Singing forevermore, 
“Alleluia! Amen!” 

 
 

OFFERING 



*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week Nancy Landrigan is our guest preacher. Nancy Landrigan is a 
member of the Delmar Reformed Church. She is the clerk of Albany Classis. 
Her “day job” is a substitute teacher. Nancy is also a frequent customer at 
our Brooks’ Chicken BBQs. 

 We are so grateful to all of our volunteers and wish to show our appreciation 
at our Doors to the Future event which will be on Saturday, September 10 
from 2-5 at St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church. This event will be mostly 
outside with games for children and fun activities for grown-ups too. There 
will be hot dogs, hamburgers, salads, ice-cream and a chance to visit with 
many of our graduated families. Admission is free! If you would like to join 
the honorary committee or would like to view sponsorship opportunities 
please visit our website, https://www.familypromisecr.org. RSVP at 
fpcrevent@mail.com by September 1, 2022, so we can plan for the number 
attending. We hope to see you there. 

 Good news, Bob Eberle is doing well. Thanks for your prayers. 

 We received a letter from the Capital Area Council of Churches, thanking us 
for our gift of $1,000. The letter is posted on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex. 

*HYMN OF PARTING # 343   (Red Hymnal) “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” 

Called as partners in Christ’s service, 
Called to ministries of grace. 

We respond with deep commitment  
Fresh new lines of faith to trace. 
May we learn the art of sharing,  

Side by side and friend with friend, 
Equal partners in our caring  
To fulfill God’s chosen end. 

 
Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring,  

Christ’s clear call to work and worth, 
Let us follow, never faltering,  

Reconciling folk on earth. 
Men and women, richer, poorer,  
All God’s people, young and old. 



Blending human skills together 
Gracious gifts from God unfold. 

 
Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission, 

In a small or global sense, 
Help us bear each other’s burdens, 
Breaking down each wall or fence. 
Words of comfort, words of vision, 
Words of challenge, said with care, 

Bring new power and strength for action,  
Make us colleagues, free and fair.   

 
So God grant us for tomorrow 

Ways to order human life 
That surround each person’s sorrow 

With a calm that conquers strife. 
Make us partners in our living,  
Our compassion to increase, 

Messengers of faith thus giving 
Hope and confidence and peace. 

 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 



Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 


