
 
 

Elder Nancy Landrigan 
Guest Preacher 

 

Bethany’s Music Director 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

 

Pam Menton VP (Elder) Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder) Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 

called by Christ to glorify God— 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

August 28, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 34) 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 

let the afflicted hear and be glad. 

I sought the LORD, and he answered me, 

and delivered me from all my fears. 

Look to him, and be radiant; 

our faces shall never be ashamed. 

O taste and see that the LORD is good! 

Happy are those who take refuge in him! 

O magnify the LORD with me, 

and let us exalt his name together! 
 

*Opening Hymn #477 (Red Hymnal) “Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim” 

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 

And publish abroad His wonderful name; 
The name all-victorious of Jesus extol; 

His kingdom is glorious and rules over all. 

God ruleth on high, almighty to save; 
And still He is nigh—His presence we have; 

The great congregation His triumph shall sing, 
Ascribing salvation to Jesus our King. 

"Salvation to God, who sits on the throne," 

Let all cry aloud, and honor the Son; 
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 

Fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 

Then let us adore, and give Him His right: 
All glory and power, all wisdom and might, 

All honor and blessing, with angels above, 
And thanks never ceasing, for infinite love.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond our 

understanding, and you have set us on paths of righteousness for your 
name’s sake. Yet, we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

through what we have done and what we have left undone. Even thought 
Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves 
as we cling to the values of a broken world. The fears and jealousies that 

we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. We 
abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, 

and turn them into bonds of oppression. Lord have mercy upon us; heal 
and forgive us. Set us free to serve you in the world as agents of your 
grace and reconciling love. Personal prayers continue in silence…..Lord in your 

abundant mercy, hear our prayers. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

When we get it all wrong, God helps us to get it right. When we feel like no one 
loves us, God welcomes us into his arms. There is nothing we can do and no where 
we can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe 

this good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us— 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind. And 

love your neighbor as yourself. 

On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets. Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
  



The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 
Scripture Reading:  Proverbs 25 6-7; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Through All the World, a Hungry Christ” 
 

SERMON MESSAGE 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #426 (Red Hymnal) “Lord, Speak To Me, That I May 

Speak” 

Lord, speak to me, that I may speak In living 

echoes of Thy tone; As Thou hast sought, so 
let me seek Thine erring children, lost and lone. 

O lead me, Lord, that I may lead The wandering 

and the wavering feet; O feed me, Lord, that 
I may feed Thy hungering ones with manna sweet. 

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach The precious 
things Thou dost impart; And wing my words, that 
they may reach The hidden depths of many a heart. 

O fill me with Thy fullness, Lord, Until my 
very hearts o'er flow In kindling thought and 

glowing word, Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show. 

O use me, Lord, use even me, Just as Thou wilt, 
and when, and where; Until Thy blessed face I see, 

Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share. 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Communion will be held on the second Sunday, September 11, 2022. This is 
Homecoming Sunday! Please feel free to bring friends and family. It will be 

good to see old friends and enjoy meeting families. It would be even more 
delightful to have children. Think about it and pray about it. Let’s share an 

hour. 

 Attic Treasures! The all new Attic Treasures fundraising event is coming 
October 1st. Imagine the Christmas Fair moved to October, limited to all the 
good things from Attic Treasures and Next to New, with many more good quality 
items spread throughout Fellowship Hall. Of course we’ll leave room for a Bake 
Sale table—everyone likes to eat! 

Your help is essential to the success of this event. Donate treasures, help sort 
as they come in, set up the day before, work a shift or two Oct. 1, and bake, 
bake, bake! 

Items, including clothing, should be left in the nursery for sorting. Please make 
sure everything is in usable condition and clean. Bring them with you on 
Sunday, or contact the church office (518-482-7998) to have the building 
opened, or items picked up. 

 Please mark your calendars for October 26, our next Brooks BBQ. 

 We received the newsletter from The Capital Area Council of Churches. Bethany 
and David Nichols are mentioned on page 5, relating to the CROP Walk. The 
newsletter is hanging on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

 

*HYMN OF PARTING #434 (Red Hymnal) “Today, We All Are Called to Be 

Disciples” 

Today we all are called to be Disciples of the Lord, 
To help to set the captive free, Make plowshare out of sword, 

To feed the hungry, quench their thirst, Make love and peace out fast, 
To serve the poor and homeless first, Our ease and comfort last. 

God made the world and at its birth Ordained our human race 
To live as stewards of the earth, Responding to God’s grace. 

But we are vain and sadly proud, We sow not peace but strife, 

Our discord spreads a deadly cloud That threatens all of life. 

Pray justice may come rolling down As in a mighty stream, 

With righteousness in field and town To cleanse us and redeem. 
For God is longing to restore An earth where conflicts cease, 

A world that was created for A harmony of peace. 

May we in service to our God Act out the living Word, 
And walk the road the saints have trod Till all have seen and heard. 

As stewards of the earth may we Give thanks in one accord 
To God who calls us all to be Disciples of the Lord.  



SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 

 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 

church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 

ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 

our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 

courage in ev'ry endeavor. 
Lift up your eyes and see God's face 

full of grace forever. 
May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 

just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 

www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 

service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 

internet to worship and stay in touch. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.bethanyrc.org/

