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Order of Worship 

September 4, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

 Who made heaven and earth. Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 139) 

LORD, you have searched me out and known me; 

 you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
 you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

 but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

 it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
For you yourself created my inmost parts; 
 you knit me together in my mother&#39;s womb. 

How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
 how great is the sum of them! 

LORD, you have searched me out and known me; 
 
WELCOME 

I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’ 
 

*Opening Hymn #376 (Red Hymnal) “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven, to 
earth come down, Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

All Thy faithful mercies crown! Jesus, Thou art all com- 
passion, pure, unbounded love Thou art; Visit us with 

Thy salvation, Enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit into every 
troubled breast! Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find the promised rest; Take away the love of 
sinning; Alpha and Omega be; End of faith, as 

its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty. 

  



Come, Almighty, to deliver, let us all Thy 
life receive; Suddenly return, and never, 

Nevermore Thy temples leave. Thee we would be always 
blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, pray, and praise Thee 

without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; Pure and spotless 
let us be; Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; Changed from glory into 
glory, Till in heaven we take our place, Till we cast our 

crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love and praise. 
 
INVOCATION (adapted 1John 1:8-9) 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But, 
if we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 

from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 

God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

[A brief period for silent confessions.] 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (John 3:16-17) 

 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Amen. 

Thanks be to God! 

THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 

  



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us affirm our Christian faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

LESSONS 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah, 18th Chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, 14th Chapter, beginning at 

the 25th verse. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Christ. 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 

 
SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Clay in the Potter’s Hand” 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 

grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  



WE RESPOND TO GOD 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING “Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 
Thou art the potter, I am the clay! 

Mold me and make me After Thy will, 
While I am waiting, Yielded and still. 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Search me and try me, Savior, today! 
Wash me just now, Lord, Wash me just now, 

As in Thy presence Humbly I bow. 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Wounded and weary, Help me, I pray! 
Power, all power, Surely is Thine! 

Touch me and heal me, Savior devine! 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 
Hold o’er my being Absolute sway! 

Fill with Thy Spirit ‘Til all shall see 
Christ only, always, Living in me! 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PRAYERS 

Let us pray. 

We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word. Grateful for 
your gifts and mindful of the communion of your saints, we offer to you our prayers 

for all people. 

God of compassion, we remember before you the poor and the afflicted, 
the sick and the dying, prisoners and all who are lonely, the victims of war, 

injustice, and inhumanity, and all others who suffer from whatever their 
sufferings may be called. Amen. 

O Lord of Providence, who holds the destiny of the nations in your hand, we pray 
for our country. 

Inspire the hearts and minds of our leaders that they, together with all our 

nation, may first seek your kingdom and righteousness so that order, 
liberty, and peace may dwell with your people. Amen. 

O God the Creator, we pray for all nations and peoples. 



Take away the mistrust and lack of understanding that divide your 
creatures; increase in us the recognition that we are all your children. 

Amen. 

O Savior God, look upon your church in its struggle upon the earth. 

Have mercy on its weakness, bring to an end its unhappy divisions, and 
scatter its fears. Amen. 

Look also upon the ministry of your church. 

Increase its courage, strengthen its faith, and inspire its witness to all 
people, even to the ends of the earth. Amen. 

Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The all new Attic Treasures fundraising event is coming October 1 st . Imagine the 
Christmas Fair moved to October, limited to all the good things from Attic Treasures 

(on the stage) and Next to New, with many more good quality items spread 
throughout Fellowship Hall. Of course we’ll leave room for a Bake Sale table—
everyone likes to eat! 

Your help is essential to the success of this event. Donate treasures, help sort as 
they come in, set up the day before, work a shift or two Oct. 1, and bake, bake, 

bake. 

Items, including clothing and books, should be left in the nursery for sorting. 
Hopefully everything will be in usable condition and clean. Bring them with you on 

Sunday, or contact the church office (518-482-7998) to have the building opened, 
or items picked up. 

 

*HYMN OF PARTING #391 (Red Hymnal) “Take My Life” 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days; Let them flow in 

ceaseless praise, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be swift and beauty- 

ful for Thee, Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice, and let me sing, Always, only, for my King 
Take my lips, and let them be Filled with messa- 

ges from Thee, Filled with messages from Thee. 



Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect, and use Every power as 

Thou shalt choose, Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart it is thine own; it shall be 
Thy royal throne, it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be ever, only, 
all for Thee, ever, only, all forThee. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 

selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 

expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 

other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION (from Numbers 6:24-26) 

May the Lord bless us and keep us; 

May the Lord make his face to shine upon us, and be gracious unto us; 
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon us, and give us peace. 
Amen! 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 

POSTLUDE 

  



 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 

just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 

www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 

service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 

internet to worship and stay in touch. 

http://www.bethanyrc.org/

