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Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 
 
 

 
 

Elder Nancy Landrigan 
Guest Preacher 

 
 

Bethany’s Music Director 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

 
Pam Menton VP (Elder) Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder) Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
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Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
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restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 
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Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder) Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder) Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
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Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
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restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany’s Music Director 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder) Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder) Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 
 
 

 
 

Elder Nancy Landrigan 
Guest Preacher 

 
 

Bethany’s Music Director 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder) Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder) Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 
 
 

 
 

Elder Nancy Landrigan 
Guest Preacher 

 
 

Bethany’s Music Director 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

 
Pam Menton VP (Elder) Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder) Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community, 
called by Christ to glorify God— 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 11, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

PRELUDE 

We Approach God 
 
VOTUM 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

    
Our God is a loving God who rejoices whenever one of us who strays is brought 

back into the fold. 
Praise be to God! 
Our God is a persistent God who never gives up searching for those who are lost. 
Praise be to God! 
Let us worship our loving and persistent God, and let us celebrate with him 

when those who are lost are found. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn #145 (Red Hymnal) “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 

 
Refrain: 

Hosanna, hosanna! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

 
Yes, on through life's long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 

In gladness and in woe. (Refrain) 
 

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain) 

 
Then on, ye pure in heart! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your King. (Refrain) 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We are to God like precious coins, worth seeking when we are lost.  We are like 
sheep who have wandered off and yet are valued so much that God persists in 
searching for us.  We can keep no secrets from God and only hurt ourselves by 
hiding. Knowing that God will never stop searching for us, let us together confess 
our sins….. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.  Against you, you alone, have 
we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  You desire truth in the 
inward being;  therefore teach us wisdom.  Purge us with hyssop, and we 
shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face 
from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  Do not cast us away from 
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from us.  Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation, and renew a willing spirit within us.   
 
Personal prayers continue in silence.   
 
Lord in your abundant mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.    
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE and LAW OF GOD 
 
Our actions often show we do not know God. Our words and lives show we do not 
understand God's hopes for us. But with utmost patience, God sets aside our 
foolishness, and fills us with mercy. There is nothing we can do and no where we 
can go that takes us away from God. God loves us and God forgives us. Believe this 
good news, and live your life as we are taught when Jesus tells us –  
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.  And 
love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Amen.   
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 



hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #579 (Red Hymnal) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 

The Word of God 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 
   
  This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  “Speak, O Lord” 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 



 
SERMON MESSAGE “Lost” 
 
 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Softly and Tenderly” (not in hymnal) 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me. 

 
Refrain: 

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, "Beloved, come home!” 

 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

 
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red Hymnal) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 



By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 

We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 

 

INVITATION 

We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  

You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 

For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  

With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

[Silence] 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 

In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 

Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

COMMUNION 

[The elders of Bethany Reformed Church will bless the bread and the cup.] 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it 

[Here the elder shall break the bread] 

and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

[Lifting the cup, the elder shall say:] 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

[When all have received the bread and the cup, the elder shall say to the 
congregation:] 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

[The congregation consumes the bread.] 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ. 

[The congregation drinks from the cup.] 



 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 If you are worshiping at home over Zoom, please feel free to use your own 

elements during the Lord’s Supper to participate in Communion with us.  
 Next week our own Gil Faustel will be delivering the message.  A “pillar” of 

our church, we have been blessed with a man of many talents that is willing 
to share with us his insights into the scriptures.   

 There’s still time to get rid of your “formerly loved” clutter without the hassle 
of holding your own yard sale by donating it to Attic Treasures.  If it’s clean 
and still working, bring it with you to church or bring it to the nursery by the 
Sunday School entrance from 9:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday.  Our secretary will 
even help you unload it.  Call the church office to arrange other drop off 
times.  Family Promise is donating as are people who read about it in 
Nextdoor. Why not you?  Please have donations here by September 25 so 
they can be sorted, priced, and displayed for the October 1 event (we need 
volunteers, too).   Thank you    

 Unionville Reformed Church at 1134 Delaware Turnpike, Delmar is having a 
Chicken BBQ Friday September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Provided by Geurtze Bar-
BQ it cost $20 for ½ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, butter and dessert.  



Although it is “take out only,” reservations are REQUIRED by 9/16.  Call 518-
439-1541.  Why not support them and compare this BBQ to Brooks BBQ 
(here on October 26)?  Call it “research.”   

 FYI—Bethany experienced another flooding event Monday/Tuesday, but this 
time it was confined only to the Fellowship Center.  Many thanks to Bruce 
who organized a small, but mighty work force to spare Bethany the $24,000 
restoration cost from the last flood.    It will be just one more expense added 
to recent parking lot, furnace, flooding, and parsonage AC issues, but 
illustrates the difference volunteers can make (special thanks to Oliver).  Also 
kudos to Mary, our custodian, who went well above and beyond her "job 
description" in helping with the work. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING #280 (Red Hymnal)  “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

            

Go to the www.bethanyrc.org homepage and click on the picture icon for the 
following Zoomed service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

            5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 
July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay/donations of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 


