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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

September 18, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 8) 
 

It is the Lord who made heaven and earth 
O Lord, how majestic is your name! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
All creation is the work of Your fingers, 
What are human beings that you are mindful of them? 
You made them in Your image, with dominion over the earth, 
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is Your name! 
We come to give you praise and thanks! 
 

*OPENING HYMN   #356  (Red Hymnal)   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love! 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

 



O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Let us pray together: 
Lord, we acknowledge that we have not obeyed you, done what is right, or 
been pleasing to you. 
   
In silence , we confess our sins . . .   Further  
 
We have not been good stewards of what you have given us, or loved our 
neighbor as you require.  Even our thoughts, at times, dishonor You.  We 
plead for your mercy and forgiveness.  Continue your transforming work in 
us, by Your Holy Spirit, to make us more like Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.   
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   #379  (Red Hymnal)  “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
 

Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid Rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, 

My anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain) 
 

His oath, His covenant, His blood 
Support me in the whelming flood; 

When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain) 



 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 

Faultless to stand before the throne. (Refrain) 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING   Hebrews 11:4; 1 John 3:12; Jude 1:11  

This is the Word of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Lead Me, Guide Me” 

I am weak, and I need Thy strength and power 
To help me over my weakest hour; 

Let me through the darkness Thy face to see, 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 



Refrain: 
Lead me, guide me along the way; 
For if You lead me, I cannot stray; 

Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 
 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness; 

Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
I am putting all my trust in Thee, 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. [Refrain] 
 

I am lost, if you take your hand from me; 
I am blind, without Thy Light to see; 

Lord, just always let me Thy servant be, 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. [Refrain] 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE :  Callous Cain    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #324  (Red Hymnal)  “Open My Eyes That I May See” 
 

Open my eyes, that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 

 
Refrain: 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my eyes (ears, heart), illumine me, 
Spirit divine! 

 
Open my ears, that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 
Everything false will disappear. (Refrain) 

 
Open my mouth, and let me bear, 

Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share. (Refrain) 
 

OFFERING 



*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s message will be given by Noreen Fargione.  Noreen is an elder 
of the Greater Consistory at Delmar Reformed Church. She retired from the 
RCA denomination a few years ago as Coordinator of Development. She and 
her husband Tom live in Colonie and have three grown children and eight 
grandchildren.   At the present time, she is the elder supervisor for Bethany 
Reformed Church as we search for a new minister. 

 Donations have started coming in for Attic Treasures on October 1.  We could 
use both your donations and your help in order to make this flea market a 
success.  Donations can be brought when you attend services or Tuesday-
Friday from 9:30-1:30.  Cut-off date for donations is next Sunday!  Take a 
poster from the back of the church and put it up at your pharmacy, grocery 
store, or anywhere in your neighborhood.   

 All articles for the November newsletter should be submitted by next 
Monday.  Updates on what you have done or plan to do, especially if you 
have been unable to attend church, would be greatly appreciated.  We are 
“family” and we need to keep in touch.  If you’d rather talk than write, call 
the church office and Diane will write it up for you!!  

 From flood restoration to picking up garbage left by someone who thought 
Bethany’s clothing boxes were a dumpster, the Property Committee has been 
“on it,” but Bruce needs help.  If you are available to help in large or small 
ways, from planning to physical labor, please contact Bruce or the church 
office.  Many hands make light work.  

 Free “Words of Hope” daily devotional guides are available in the back of the 
sanctuary for October/November/December.                                                                                               
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #263  (Red Hymnal)  “Immortal, Invisible, God only Wise”  
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above 



Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish; but naught changeth Thee. 

 
Thou reignest in glory, Thou rulest in light, 

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
'Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee! 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $859 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 

 

 


