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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 

 



Order of Worship 

 September 25, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

God, our Creator, from nothing you made our world. 
You formed us, love us, and give us all that we need. 
God, our Redeemer, you rescued us from sin. 
You have given us new life and hope of healing to the world. 
God, our Comforter, you are with us always. 
You comfort us, renew us, and guide us into your truth. 
Almighty God, for your gracious love for us, we praise you. 
Come, let us worship the Lord! 
 
*OPENING HYMN    #482  (Red Hymnal) “Praise Ye, the Lord, the Almighty”  

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration! 

 
Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 

Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what 
we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name… 
 
Prayers continue in silence. . .  
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

 

 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS   

Psalm 118:20-23 
Matthew 6:7-15 
2 Timothy 1:13 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “A Stronger Faith” 

I need, O Lord, a stronger faith, 
In this poor heart of mine, 

A faith to take Thee at Thy word, 
And all for Thee resign. 

 
Refrain: 

Grant me, O Lord, a living faith 
That I may follow Thee, 

Thro’ joy or sorrow, doubt or fear, 
Until Thy face I see. 

 



A faith that to Thy promise clings, 
When clouds above me roll, 

A faith that sweetly works by love 
And purifies the soul. [Refrain] 

 
A faith that soars beyond the sky, 

And looks within the veil, 
A faith that, till my latest hour, 
Shall never, never fail. [Refrain] 

 
A patient, firm, enduring faith, 

The christian race to run, 
A faith to teach me how to say, 

My Lord, Thy will be done. [Refrain] 

 

 

SERMON MESSAGE   “I Believe…” 

   

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #170   (Red Hymnal)  “The Lord is My Shepherd” 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; He leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 

 
My soul He doth restore again; 

And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 

E'en for His own name’s sake. 
 



Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 
Yet will I fear none ill; 

For Thou art with me; and Thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 

 
My table Thou hast furnishèd 

In presence of my foes; 
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 

And my cup overflows. 
 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me; 

And in God’s house forevermore 
My dwelling place shall be. 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher will be Gil Faustel, who reminded us last week 
that it wasn’t Cain gift that was unacceptable to God, but the reason Cain 
gave it.  But even while God punished Cain for killing Abel, He also protected 
Cain.  God’s love never ends.       

 We have been blessed with many good community donations for our Attic 
Treasures fundraiser Saturday, but volunteers are desperately needed to 
make this event a success.  On Thursday and Friday volunteers are needed 
to sort and price items.  Saturday observers and helpers are needed 9-3.  A 
Good Samaritan is needed to bring “all day” workers some lunch.   Baked 
goods are needed to maintain our reputation as the best church bakers in 
town.  Our building has cost us almost $100,000 in the last 2 years and we 
need to maximize these outside revenue sources,  but more importantly, 
Attic Treasurers is a service to the community that provides many wanted 
and needed items as at a low price.  Wendy, Nancy, Kathy, and Bill are NOT 



available, so we need YOU.  Please sign up in the narthex to help or call Pam 
to let her know you will be helping.  And if you can help after the sale, we 
need people to bring “leftovers” to other organizations that will use them.  
Many, many thanks for helping your church and your community. 

 Please include Marion Hollner in your thoughts and prayers.  Her upbeat 
attitude is inspiring, but she has been diagnosed with colon cancer and is 
having surgery on October 12.   

 Maria College is holding a Farmers Market and Wellness Fair on September 
30 from 10-2 and has invited Bethany to participate.  Flyers can be found in 
the back of the church.    

 
 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING     #442      “The Church’s One Foundation”  

The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
By water and the word. 

From heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her 
And for her life He died. 

 
Elect from every nation, 

Yet one o’er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation 

One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, 

Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, 

With every grace endued. 
 

Though with a scornful wonder 
This world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping 

Shall be the morn of song. 
 

Mid toil and tribulation, 
And tumult of her war, 



She waits the consummation 
Of peace forevermore; 

Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great church victorious 
Shall be the church at rest. 

 
Yet she on earth has union 
With God the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion 
With those whose rest is won: 

O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we, 

Like them, the meek and lowly, 
May live eternally. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 



Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $519.50 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, restoration, or 
parsonage AC 

 

ATTIC TREASURES IS SATURDAY 9-3 


