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Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
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No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
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Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
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This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 
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In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
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Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
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empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 



 

 

Gil Faustel 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

October 2, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalms 84) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the Lord. 
My heart sings for joy to the living God 
Even the sparrow builds her nest near Your altar, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in Your house, 
Ever singing Your Praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in the Lord 
O Lord God, hear my prayer. 
No good thing does the Lord withhold, 
Happy is everyone who trusts in the Lord.   
 
*OPENING HYMN   # 84 (Red Hymnal)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“ 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me: 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Let us pray together: 
We humbly come before you, O Lord, to acknowledge our sins, even though 
you already know them.  Our sins are individual and corporate; repetitive 
and new.  Transform us, so that we may become more like Christ, pleasing 
you, O Lord.   
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
Further. . . We rely on your forgiving nature, and unending love for us.  
Hear our prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #92  (Red Hymnal)  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

 
Upon that cross of Jesus 

Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



 
*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:    Isaiah 58   

This is the gospel of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                                                     

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy, hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort, hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 

For healing, for wholeness, for new life, hear our prayer. 
In sickness, in death, be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

 
Lord, save us, take pity, light in our darkness. 

We call you, we wait 
be near, hear our prayer, o God. 

There is a longing in our hearts, o Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God 

 
 

SERMON MESSAGE     “Pretense and Reality”    

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #398  (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 



There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love; 
And for these blessings We lift our hearts in praise. 

Without a doubt we’ll now that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 

“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
 

Refrain 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PREPARATON FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including the Lord’s 
Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and delegated Peter and 
John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion for us to 
celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s Son, 
willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our sins.  The 
bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are reminded, crucifixion 
and resurrection are the means God chose, though Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to participate. 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Together we proclaim:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again! 
 
An elder shall break the bread and pour the cup, saying:  “Take, eat, this in My 
body given for you; take, drink, this cup is the new covenant of My blood.  Do this 
in remembrance of Me.”   
 
When all have been served, the elder says:  “The bread we consume represents the 
body of Christ.”  (and the congregation eats the bread) 
 
“The cup we drink represents the blood of Christ.” (and the congregation drinks the 
cup) 
  
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Bless the Lord praise His Holy Name! 
Let all that is within me give him thanks 
For Christ has given Himself on our behalf, 
The Father has compassion on His children, 
Who did not spare His own Son, 
We give our God praise and thanks! 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the 
Altamont Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the 
Classis of Schenectady. A native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the 
Albany area in 1969, was a language teacher for several years, was married 
and raised two children. In 1997 she started working for the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. Kitt also chaired the Albany CROP Hunger Walk 
Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church 
and Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors. 

 If you missed Attic Treasures, you missed an exciting community outreach 
that met the needs of both givers and receivers.  Thank all who participated 
that day; the crowd helpers, cashiers, bakers, set-up and take down people, 
etc. and especially the volunteers that rallied together to organize the 
massive donations.  It was its own miracle.  Thank you!!! 

 Relax, but not too much. . . .  The Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26 
 Marion Hollner is currently in St. Peter’s Hospital and although her spirits 

remain high, would appreciate both your prayers and cards.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #438  (Red Hymnal)  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 



Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 



grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $4,778 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 


