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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



 

 

Order of Worship 

October 9, 2022 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE   “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” by Charles H. Gabriel, Arranged by Bill Wolaver 

 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM        Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

                 Amen. 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (based on Psalm 66) 

  Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 
  Sing to the glory of God’s name! 
  Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!” 
  “All the earth worships you and sings praises to your name.” 
  Come and see what God has done; 
  God’s deeds are awesome among mortals. 
  Bless our God, O people; let the sound of God’s praise be heard. 
  Praise the Lord! 
                   

*OPENING HYMN   #483 (red)   “Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above” 

Sing praise to God, who reigns above, 
The God of all creation, 

The God of power, the God of love, 
The God of our salvation; 

With healing balm my soul is filled, 
And every faithless murmur stilled: 

To God all praise and glory! 
 



 
What God’s almighty power hath made 

God's gracious mercy keepeth; 
By morning glow or evening shade 
God's watchful eye ne’er sleepeth; 
Within the kingdom of God's might, 

Lo! all is just and all is right: 
To God all praise and glory! 

 
The Lord is never far away, 

But through all grief distressing, 
An ever present help and stay, 

Our peace and joy and blessing; 
As with a mother’s tender hand, 

God gently leads the chosen band: 
To God all praise and glory! 

 
Thus, all my gladsome way along, 

I sing aloud Thy praises 
That all may hear the grateful song 

My voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, 

Both soul and body bear your part: 
To God all praise and glory! 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Gracious God, we confess that we have turned from your gifts and 
chosen our own way. We have not made room for you in our hearts or in 
our world.  We have lived in fear; we have not welcomed the stranger; we 
desire gifts that will not endure.  Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
and open our hearts to receive the peace of Christ. We pray in Jesus’ holy 
name. Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 



he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
 
Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING  Luke 17:11-19 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE  “He Leadeth Me”  by William Bradbury, Arranged by Darrell 
V. Archer 

 

SERMON   “Border Crossing”   

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #298 (red) “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 



Are more felt than up in heaven; 
There is no place where earth’s failings 

Have such kindly judgment given. 
 

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measures of the mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Our guest preacher next week will be the Reverend Abby Norton Levering.  
The Reverend currently resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator 
for Albany Synod Ministries. A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont 
Community (Reformed) Church and currently the proud mother of a 
daughter, Valerie, born during the pandemic. 

 Today is your last chance to snatch up any remnants from last Saturday’s 
very successful Attic Treasures that, due to the generosity of our community, 
the hard work of our volunteers and the grace of God, netted us $2100 as of 
Friday.  Again thanks to all who participated.  We have much to be grateful 
for.   

 Consecration Sunday is in two weeks.  You will be receiving a letter and 
pledge card in the mail shortly.  The challenges Bethany faces are great, but 
so are the opportunities.  Is the heat going to turn us into a crusted hard 
kernel or turn us into a white fluffy and fragrant delicacy?   Check out the 
letter—only you can decide.   



 Our next Brooks BBQ is two weeks from Wednesday.  The quality of the meal 
for the money can’t be beat, so plan on another sell-out crowd.  That means 
we need MORE volunteers and bakers.  Won’t you help?  

 Marion Hollner has been moved to Room 350W in Our Lady of Mercy Life 
Center at 2 Mercy Care Lane in Guilderland, 12084.  If you haven’t already, 
please send her a card of encouragement and support.   
   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING  #555 (red) “Now Thank We All Our God” 

Now thank we all our God 
With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 

In whom this world rejoices; 
Who, from our mothers’ arms 
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 

And still is ours today. 
 

O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 
And blessèd peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, 
And guide us when perplexed, 

And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next. 

 
All praise and thanks to God, 

Who reigns in highest heaven, 
To Father and to Son 

And Spirit now be given. 
The one eternal God, 

Whom earth and heaven adore, 
The God who was, and is, 
And shall be evermore. 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Gracious God, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name’s sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 



our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE     Processional on "St. Denio" by Robert W. Thygerson, Based on the 
Welsh hymn tune 

 

 

+++++++++ 

Our worship leader today is Elder Kitt Jackson, a member of Altamont Reformed 
Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the Classis of Schenectady.  
Although she retired from the Capital Area Council of Churches in 2014, she still 
chairs the committee that runs the Albany CROP Hunger Walk.  Kitt lives in Delmar 
and has two adult children and two grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $2,099.50 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or parsonage AC. 


