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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

October 16, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 121): 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
The Lord will not let your foot be moved; the one who keeps you will not slumber. 
The one who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
The Lord will keep you from all evil; the Lord will keep your life. 
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in  
from this time on and forevermore. AMEN 
 

*OPENING HYMN     “Sweet Hour of Prayer” 

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, 
That calls me from a world of care 
And bids me at my Father's throne 

Make all my wants and wishes known! 
In seasons of distress and grief 
My soul has often found relief, 

And oft escaped the tempter's snare 
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer. 

 
Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, 

Thy wings shall my petition bear 
To Him whose truth and faithfulness 

Engage the waiting soul to bless; 
And since He bids me seek His face, 

Believe His word and trust His grace, 
I'll cast on Him my ev'ry care, 

And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer. 
 



Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, 
May I thy consolation share, 

Till from Mount Pisgah's lofty height 
I view my home and take my flight: 
This robe of flesh I'll drop, and rise 

To seize the everlasting prize, 
And shout, while passing through the air, 

"Farewell, farewell, sweet hour of prayer!" 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty and loving God, 
we confess to you and to one another that we have grieved you 
when we judge others by our standards rather than yours. 
We fail consistently to see others as you see them,  
and to embrace them as your beloved children.  
On this Disability Sunday, we confess that we have  
shut people out, neglected their God-given gifts and 
ignored their presence, voices and contributions, 
because of their disabilities. 
 

Time of silent reflection. 
 

Compassionate and merciful God, forgive us. 
Give us a renewed sense of commitment to your way. 
As we journey, help us to slow down and look around.  
We want to experience by touching hearts and hands 
your love and great gifts as expressed  
in the traveling companions that surround, 
even when they might look or speak or move differently than we do. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, AMEN 
                  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 



The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS:   Jeremiah 31:27-34 
           2 Timothy 3:14-17 
   

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE     “Praise to the Lord” 
 

Praise to the Lord, all of you, God’s servants 
Blessed be the name of our God now and ever 

From the rising of the sun 
May the Lord be praised, 

Praise to the name of the Lord 
 

There is none like our God in the heavens or on earth 
Who lifts the poor from the dust 
Seating them with the mighty 

Who stoops to raise the weak and low 
May the Lord be praised 

Praise to the name of the Lord. 
 
 

SERMON MESSAGE  Delivered by the Rev. Abby Norton-Levering   

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING               Lyrics by Bill Levering 

It’s so hard to be obedient, even when we want to be. 
All the rules and laws and standards stretch before us like the sea. 
How can we, God’s humble creatures, follow all and do our part? 
God has placed the law within us. God has written on our heart. 

 
When we pay attention closely we discover many wrongs. 

We do note our sins morosely and know where the blame belongs. 
It’s a wonder that God’s presence doesn’t quickly just depart. 

God has placed the law within us. God has written on our heart. 



 
The true word of God is written in the life of Jesus Christ. 

A new way has come before us: God wants us to be enticed. 
Jesus calls us out of darkness, Jesus gives us a new start. 

God has placed the law within us. God has written on our heart. 
 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week’s service will be led by the Rev. John Paarlberg.  Rev. Paarlberg is 

a retired minister from First Church in Albany and loves hiking the 
Adirondack peaks.   

 On November 6 we celebrate All Saints Day.  We extinguish a candle in 
remembrance of family or friends of Bethany that have passed into glory in 
the past year and include their name in the weekly bulletin.  Please send the 
church office the names and passing date of any one you would like 
remembered.  

 Consecration Sunday is NEXT Sunday.  Please show your support for Bethany 
and help us plan for the upcoming year and the possibility of a new pastor.  
Can our kernel of faithful stewards “pop” into a ball of sustaining support for 
a new minister?   Does Bethany have the resources to realize our dreams 
and promises? We need to hear from YOU.   

 In order to remain in existence, the minimum number of Consistory 
members Bethany must have is 4.  Bethany has only 4 and one rolls off this 
year.  If you are interested in keeping Bethany alive, please volunteer to be 
an elder or deacon on Bethany’s leadership team.  The form in the narthex 
can be filled out and left in the offering plate or call the Church Office or Pam 
Menton to discuss your interest or where you can best serve.   

 Marion Hollner’s room has changed to #344.  She welcomes either cards at  
Our Lady of Mercy Life Center at 2 Mercy Care Lane in Guilderland, 12084,  
or a short friendly call at 518-690-4928.  Show her Bethany cares.    



 The Brooks BBQ is a week from Wednesday.  Please offer your support by 
telling Wendy or Pam of your willingness to help, either prior to the day, or 
during the day.  Our last few BBQ’s have been sold out, but it’s a long and 
rough day if we don’t have the workers to staff every station.  Please help.   

 
 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #482   “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration! 

 
Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 

Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

__________________________________________________________________ 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $1,234 
  
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing the parsonage AC. 


