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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 

October 23, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

VOTUM    (Psalm 124:8) 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.    
                        
Amen.          

                                        

CALL TO WORSHIP        (from Psalm 65) 
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall vows be performed. 
 
O you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come. 

When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions. 

Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts. 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple. 

By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation. 

You are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 

 

*OPENING HYMN     #482  (Red Hymnal)  Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 
 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration! 

 
Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 



Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 

Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God of might and of mercy, we give you thanks 
for the grace which allows us to come into your presence, 
for the faithfulness which waits for us when we turn from you, 
for the love which welcomes us with open arms. 

 
We confess that we have strayed from your will, 
in the uncaring or hurtful words that we have said, 
         in the selfish and proud thoughts that we have harbored, 
         in the thoughtless and insensitive things that we have done, 
         and in the good that we have left undone. 
 we have wounded others and caused you grief.  

In your mercy, forgive us. Set us free from our sin so that we no longer 
carry the burdens of the past, but live new lives, serving as agents of your 
reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                      

In life and in death we belong to God. 
 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 
 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and 
release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the 
children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
 
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 
death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
                             -from A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 
 



*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 

SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 18: 9-14 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE                     With Broken Heart and Contrite Sigh 

 
With broken heart and contrite sigh, 

A trembling sinner, Lord, I cry. 
Thy pard'ning grace is rich and free-- 

O God, be merciful to me! 
 

I smite upon my troubled breast, 
With deep and conscious guilt oppressed; 

Christ and His cross my only plea-- 
O God, be merciful to me! 

 
Far off I stand with tearful eyes 

Nor dare uplift them to the skies, 
But Thou dost all my anguish see-- 

O God, be merciful to me! 
 

Nor alms nor deeds that I have done 
Can for a single sin atone. 
To Calvary alone I flee-- 

O God, be merciful to me! 
 

 

SERMON MESSAGE  “Justified”     

 

 



The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #223  (Red Hymnal)    O My Soul, Bless Your 
Redeemer (verses 1-4) 

O my soul, bless your Redeemer; 
all within me bless God's Name; 
bless the Savior, and forget not 
all God's mercies to proclaim. 

God forgives all your transgressions, 
all diseases gently heals; 

God redeems you from destruction, 
and with you so kindly deals. 

Far as east from west is distant, 
God has put away our sin; 

like the pity of a father 
has the Lord's compassion been. 

As it was without beginning, 
so it lasts without an end; 

to their children's children ever 
shall God's righteousness extend. 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Our guest minister next week will be Dr. John Davis, whom we have known 

as a congregant and guest preacher.  A retired SUNYA professor, he currently 
is an Episcopal lay preacher and regularly attends and preaches at St Peter’s 
Episcopal Church.    

 This is Stewardship Sunday, and perhaps more than ever, Bethany needs 
your support to know how and if we can move forward.  Fiscally we have 
been hit hard this year by building repairs and spiritually we have been 
without a minister for 22 months.  Even our leadership team which was at 



the minimum number required to run a church, will slip under that number in 
December.   While we give thanks for each of you that have remained 
faithful, Bethany needs pledges, volunteers, and prayers if we want to 
continue as a church.  Pledges and Consistory volunteer nomination slips can 
be found in the narthex and can be placed in the offering or mailed to the 
church office.  Search your hearts and pray for God’s will to help you in 
deciding how and or if you want to support or help guide Bethany’s future. 

 On November 6 Bethany celebrates All Saints Day with a memorial for all 
those from Bethany or their loved ones who have passed into glory during 
the past year.  If you would like someone remembered, please contact the 
church office by next Sunday.   

 Bethany’s Brooks BBQ is WEDNESDAY!  Please speak with Wendy about 
where you can best help.  We need EVERYONE!  Whether you can’t stand or 
you can run a marathon, we need you.  If you are only available at certain 
hours of certain days, we still need you. Brings friends, relatives, or 
neighbors.  No excuses—we need you! 

 Please say a prayer for a homeless man who was spotted by Family Promise 
using Bethany’s grounds as a temporary home/shelter.     

 Ready to break out and have fun?  If you are interested in joining a group 
from Bethany to travel to Ghent on Friday, December 2 for a 7:30 pm 
performance (panto) of “Beauty and the Beast. . . Ugly is as Ugly Does”, 
please sign up in the narthex or contact Diane in the church office by 
November 6.  We are going to try to purchase a block of seats together.  Last 
year’s panto was hysterical and starred our own music director, Catherine 
and her husband, Monk, who are returning this year in different roles.  Cost 
is $28 a piece and can be paid when signing up or the evening of the 
performance.  

 Marion Hollner would like to thank all those that have remembered her with 
cards and calls.  If you have forgotten to send her a card, her address can be 
found on a tear off sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex along with the 
addresses of other members that are confined to nursing, rehab, or assisted 
living facilities. Please remember them all.   

 The newsletter will go out this week.  Please have all articles and prayer 
requests into the church office by Wednesday.  Thank you.   
  

*HYMN OF PARTING    #428  (Red Hymnal)    We Give Thee but Thine Own 

We give Thee but Thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 
May we Thy bounties thus 
As stewards true receive, 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 
To Thee our first fruits give. 

 



To comfort and to bless, 
To find a balm for woe, 

To tend the lonely in distress, 
Is angels’ work below. 

 
The captive to release, 

To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace—- 

It is a Christ-like thing. 
 

And we believe Thy Word, 
Though dim our faith may be; 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 
We do it unto Thee. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
_____________________________________________________ 

Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity. 

July 2022                1/1 - 7/31/2022 
 

Income               16,195                     79,581 
Expenses             9,829                      66,237 
Net                       6,366                     13,244 

 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $544 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, restoration, or 
parsonage AC. 

________________________________________________________________________  

Brooks Chicken BBQ Take Out 
Wednesday 

October 26, 2022 
3:00 – 6:00 (or  sold  out) 

 

 

 

½  Chicken          $9 
 

Chicken Dinner    $13 

 

Dinner includes:  Chicken half, Roll 
Baked potato, Coleslaw, Dessert 


