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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 

called by Christ to glorify God – 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

 
October 30, 2022                             10:00 A.M.                                Pentecost 21 
  

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 
PRELUDE 
 
VOTUM (from Psalm 124:8) 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth. Amen. 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 119) 
You are righteous, O LORD, and upright are your judgments. 
You have issued your decrees with justice and in perfect faithfulness. 
My indignation has consumed me, because my enemies forget your words. 
Your word has been tested to the uttermost, and your servant holds it 
dear. 
I am small and of little account, yet I do not forget your commandments. 
Your justice is an everlasting justice and your law is the truth. 
Trouble and distress have come upon me, yet your commandments are my delight. 
The righteousness of your decrees is everlasting; grant me understanding, 
that I may live. 
 
WELCOME 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
  
* OPENING HYMN  #220 (Red) “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” (1560) 

All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

Him serve with mirth, His praise forth tell; 
Come ye before Him and rejoice. 

 
Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
Without our aid He did us make. 
We are His folk, He doth us feed, 

And for His sheep He doth us take. 
 

O enter then His gates with praise, 
Approach with joy His courts unto; 

Praise, laud, and bless His name always. 
For it is seemly so to do. 
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INVOCATION (adapted 1 John 1:8-9) 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But, 
if we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Let us confess our sins unto Almighty God; 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 32) 
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put 
away! Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in whose 
spirit there is no guile! While I hid from you, I withered away. My hours 
were consumed with my groaning all day long. For your hand was heavy 
upon me day and night; my spirit was dried up as water in the heat of 
summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
I said," I will confess my transgressions to the LORD." Then you forgave 
me the guilt of my sin. Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to 
you in time of trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not 
reach us. You are our hiding-place; you preserve us in the time of trouble; 
you surround us with shouts of deliverance! Amen. 
 
[A brief period for silent confessions.] 
 
RESPONSE      #572 (Red Book)    “Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us”   (1550) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  John Calvin (1539) 
 
By taking on our mortality, Christ has conferred His immortality upon us; 
By accepting our weakness, Christ has strengthened us by His power; 
By receiving our poverty unto Himself, Christ has transferred His wealth to us; 
By taking the weight of our iniquity upon Himself, Christ has clothed us with His 
righteousness. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us affirm our Christian faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRIA       #579   (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
 
 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Martin Bucer (1540) 
Almighty and ever gracious God, since all our salvation depends upon Your Holy 
Word: therefore, grant that our hearts may be set free from worldly things, so that 
we may with all diligence and faith hear Your Word, rightly understand Your 
gracious will, and in all sincerity live according to the same, to Your praise and 
glory; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
LESSONS 
A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians, 1st Chapter, 
beginning at the 1st verse... 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, 19th Chapter, beginning at 
the 1st verse… 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE:    “Twas A Glad Day When Jesus Found Me” 
 

I was lost in sin when Jesus found me, 
But He rescued me, all glory to His Name! 

And the cords of worldly pleasure bound me, 
Till He saved me from sin and shame. 
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Chorus: 
’Twas a glad day when Jesus found me, 

When His strong arms were thrown around me; 
When my sins He buried in the deepest sea, 
And my soul He filled with joy and victory, 

’Twas a glad day, O hallelujah! 
’Twas a glad day He claimed His own; 
I will shout a glad hosanna in glory 
When I see Him upon His throne. 

 
O the bells of heaven now are ringing, 

For I hear their tones within my ransomed soul; 
And my heart is filled with joyful singing 

Since the Savior has made me whole. (Chorus) 
 

O the joy when we shall meet in glory, 
In the mansions of my Father’s home above; 

And thro' endless ages tell the story 
Of the Savior’s redeeming love. (Chorus) 

 
 
SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Zacchaeus, Hurry and Come Down” 
 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 
Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD 
 

*HYMN #191 (Red Book) “God is Our Refuge and Our Strength” (1592) 
God is our refuge and our strength,  

Our ever present aid, 
And, therefore, though the earth remove,  

We will not be afraid; 
 

Though hills amidst the sea be cast,  
Though foaming waters roar, 

Yea though the mighty billows shake  
The mountains on the shore. 

 
Where God abides a river flows;  

That city will rejoice. 
But nations fear and kingdoms shake  

Before God’s Thundering voice. 
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Since God is in the midst of it,  

The city walls shall stand, 
Secure and safe with God’s sure help,  

When trouble is at hand. 
 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY 592 (Red Book) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (1551) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Following each prayer request, please respond, Lord, Hear Our Prayer. 
 
PRAYERS 
Let us pray. 
Lord God of hosts, the Refuge of every sinner and the Strength of all who put their 
trust in you, we give you thanks for your forgiveness and your blessing. 
We pray for ourselves and your church throughout the world. 
Fill us with a spirit of openness to your Spirit, to hear and receive your promises 
and to keep our covenant with you. 
Where we are corrupt, purify us. 
Where we are in error, direct us. 
Where we are in need, provide for us. 
Where we are divided, reunite us. 
And where we are close-minded, reform us and make us new. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Don’t forget to turn your clock’s back next week.  That means you have an 
extra hour to prepare to attend next week’s very important service, either in 
person or on Zoom.   For more information, read the next two bullets.  

 Next week’s guest preacher will be a candidate under consideration to fill our 
empty pulpit. Please attend either in person (preferred) or on Zoom so you 
can fully participate in the congregational discussion following the service and 
a brief coffee hour.  The Consistory needs to hear your thoughts on 
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Bethany’s current status, needs, future goals, and the ability of this 
candidate to meet those needs.  This is your opportunity to affect Bethany’s 
future:  steer it, redirect it, or support it.    Don’t miss it.   

 All Saints Sunday is next week when Bethany remembers those members 
and loved ones we lost in the past year.  In the bulletin an insert will be 
included to remember those lost prior to the past year.   If you have 
someone you would like remembered that is not on the list posted in the 
narthex, please call the church office Tuesday or Wednesday of this week 
from 9:30-1:30.    

 Volunteer help would be appreciated on Thursday, November 3, at 10 am to 
help make sure our sanctuary, bulletin boards, and common spaces are as 
orderly and attractive as possible to entertain our special guest on Sunday. 
First impressions are important.    

 On Consecration Sunday and during the ensuing week Bethany has received 
16 pledges amounting to $48,641 for the general fund and $4,940 for 
missions. If you planned to pledge and haven’t yet made the commitment, 
please put your pledges in the offering basket or mail them to the church 
office before next week’s important meeting about Bethany’s future.  Thank 
you.   

 The Brooks BBQ was another smashing success.  Special thanks to Pam, 
Wendy, Melody, and Phyllis who were seen on multiple days this week 
preparing for the event along with Larry, Cindy, Chris and Debbie that 
wrapped potatoes, Bruce who set up the parking lot and put up flags, and 
those that helped the day of the BBQ: the Delehanty family; Menton family, 
neighbors, and friends; David Hollner’s family; the Hanley family; the 
Murray’s; the Eberle’s; the Faustel family, David vanAlystyne, Melody, Cathy 
Casey and Cindy Stark.  Good job!  The BBQ was sold out before 5 PM and 
brought in over $8,000 before expenses.   

 Please remember Charlotte Palmeri and her family as they celebrate the life 
of, and mourn the loss of, her father in law, Frank Palmeri, who transitioned 
into glory last Sunday.  Frank often attended our sit-down dinners, even 
after Charlotte had gone to a different church to be their music director. His 
obituary can be viewed on the New Comer website.      

 Interested in a “night out?”  Today is the last day to sign up to join Bethany 
in attending “Beauty and the Beast—Ugly is as Ugly Does,” a panto that is 
being presented at the Ghent Playhouse on December 2 at 7:30.  Our music 
director and her husband are the “stars’ (at least in our minds).   A block of 
tickets ($28 apiece) will be purchased and we will meet there.  If you need a 
ride or want to be part of a caravan to negotiate the rural streets at night, 
please let the church office know.  Cars will meet at the church at 6:15 pm.   

 
 
*PARTING HYMN #260 (Red Book) “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (1529) 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe  
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Doth seek to work us woe;  
His craft and power are great,  

And armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 

 
Did we in our own strength confide, 

Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side,  

The Man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be?  

Christ Jesus, it is He, 
Lord Sabaoth His name,  

From age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle. 

 
And though this world, with devils filled, 

Should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed  

His truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim,  

We tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure,  
For lo! His doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 
 

That word above all earthly powers, 
No thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Through Him who with us sideth; 

Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 

The body they may kill, 
God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever. 

 
*SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
  
Heavenly Father, 
  
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
  
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
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other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
  
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
  
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
  
*BENEDICTION (from Numbers 6:24-26) 
May the Lord bless us and keep us; 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon us, and be gracious unto us; 
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon us, and give us peace. 

Amen! 
  
CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

  
POSTLUDE 
  
 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
_____________________________________________________ 

 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $544 
 
  
  

 


