
 

 
 
 
 

Jo Prout 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
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to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
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to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 



 

 
 
 
 

Jo Prout 
Guest Preacher 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2022 Consistory Members 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 27, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    (Psalm 122) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For in God’s house we shall find hope and healing. 
In God’s house we shall find forgiveness and friendship. 
May peace be within the walls of this house of God. 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Come, let us sing our praises to God who loves and redeems us.  
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 
The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 
your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving 
you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (From Psalm 25:4–5) 
 
Today, we light the candle of expectation and Hope. May it remind each of us of 
God’s great promise to us. Jesus is our Hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is our 
Savior. 
  
Prepare the way for God! 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Today we light one candle on the Advent wreath. And we pray, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
(Light Candle) 
  



The waiting seems long and we cry out, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Show us your path, God. Teach us your ways. You save us, and we wait for you all 
day long. Amen.  
 
 
*OPENING HYMN     #9  (Red Hymnal)    “O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst commotion, grief, 
despair and uncertainty. In a world full of hopelessness, We have 
sometimes forgotten that you are our hope, dear God. Consumed by the 
chaos of the world, We lean into helplessness instead of your loving 
embrace. We cling to the stony roads and the bitter rods Felt in days when 
unborn hope had died; We’ve forgotten that you promised us hope for a 
future. So, stimulate our memory, dear God. Remind us of that hope you 
assured us of. Be with us as we cling to it in the midnight hours of waiting. 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
  
Let us state what we believe: 
  



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew  24:36-44  

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” 

 
Keep awake, be always ready, 

God’s time approaches sure and steady, 
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame. 

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing, 
Disperse, God’s purest light revealing; 



Creation will its Sovereign name. 
Dry branches burst forth green, 

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! 
Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done; 

God’s new dominion thus begun. 
 

Rise and shine for One is coming 
Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting 

To be made whole forever more. 
On that day to end all weeping, 

Death’s swords transformed 
To tools of reaping, 

The God of might will mercy pour. 
Incarnate, God appears, 

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah! 
God’s majesty eternally 

Revealed to set the cosmos free. 
 
 
SERMON MESSAGE  delivered by Jo Prout   
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    #11  (Red Hymnal)  “ O Lord How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 
My Hope, my heart's Delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please You best. 

 
Love caused Your incarnation, 
Love brought You down to me; 

Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 
That led you to embrace 
In love all loves excelling 
Our lost and fallen race. 

 
A glorious crown You give me, 

A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me 

As earthly riches fly. 



My heart shall bloom forever 
For You with praises new, 

And from Your Name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week’s guest preacher is John Davis whom we heard from just last 
week.  A retired SUNYA professor, we have enjoyed him both as a 
congregant and preacher. 

 This year’s Thanksgiving offering raised $650 for the Regional Food Bank.  
Thank you for sharing your good fortune and blessings with others.   

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Today is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch poinsettia in a loved 
one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The dedications costs $10 and 
the plant can be taken home to bring life and good memories to your home 
after the Christmas Day service.  You can also call the church office to 
dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday.  

 Committee Chairpersons should start thinking about gathering information 
for the Annual Report.  This will be particularly important this year as the 
new pastor seeks to evaluate the status of Bethany and look for ways to help 
us use our gifts to affect the future.     

 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #12  (Red Hymnal)    “People Look East” 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 



People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 



May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund Oct. 2022 1/1 - 10/31/22 
Total Receipts $12,037.74 $106,320.68 
Total Disbursements 11,287.46 92,214.02 
Net Cash $     750.28 $  14,106.66 

 
 

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $1,502 
 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 


