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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 

called by Christ to glorify God – 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

  
  

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue                  Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org  
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Order of Worship 
December 4, 2022 10:00 A.M. Advent 2 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Boldprint for congregational response 

 
WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

PRELUDE 
 
VOTUM  
Our King and Savior now draws near. 
O come, let us adore him!. Amen. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Isaiah 11) 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover 
the sea. 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
We light the second candle – the candle of Peace. 
 
Father in Heaven, in this second week of Advent, help us to trust fully in you and to 
rest in the peace that you offer, the peace that passes all understanding.  In the 
name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, we pray. Amen.  
 
WELCOME 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. Amen. 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
* OPENING HYMN #13 (Red Hymnal)     “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 

Prepare the way, O Zion, Your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley A level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in glory, Foretold in sacred story. 
O best in Christ that came In god’s most holy name. 

 
Christ brings God’s rule, O Zion; He comes from heaven above. 
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His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 
Lift your praise resounding, For grace and joy abounding. 

O Best is Christ that came In God’s most holy name. 
 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; Your Savior’s rule embrace. 
And tidings of salvation Proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow rejoicing, Their adoration voicing. 
O Blest is Christ that came In God’s most holy name. 

 
 
INVOCATION (adapted 1 John 1:8-9) 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But, 
if we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Therefore, let us confess our sins unto Almighty God; 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted from Psalm 51) 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   
[A brief period for silent confessions.] 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Psalm 103:8, 10-12) 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast 
love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he 
removes our transgressions from us. Amen. 
 
THE LAW OF GOD (Matthew 22:37-40) 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  
 
*GLORIA PATRIA (Hymnal 579) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
LESSONS 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans, the 15th chapter, beginning at the 
4th verse: 
… 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the 3rd Chapter, 
beginning at the 1st verse: 
… 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE        There’s a Voice In the Wilderness Crying 
 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 
a call from the ways untrod: 

Prepare in the desert a highway, 
a highway for our God! 

The valleys shall be exalted, 
the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places 
where the Lord, our God, may go! 

 
O Christians, you bring good tidings; 

get up to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people 

the coming of their King. 
Like the flow'rs of the field they perish; 

like grass our works decay. 
The pow'r and pomp of nations 
shall pass like a dream away. 

 
But the Word of our God is eternal; 

the arm of our God is strong. 
He stands in the midst of the nations, 

and he shall right the wrong. 
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, 

the lambs shall gently hold, 
to pastures of peace shall lead them, 

and bring them to his fold. 
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SERMON (visiting Lay Preacher, Dr. John B. Davis) 

“Repent, The Kingdom of Heaven Is At Hand!” 
 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING 
Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day may, through your 
grace, be so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of 
the Spirit, to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO GOD 
 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #48 (Red Hymnal) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming, 
By faithful prophets sung. 

It came, a flower-et bright, 
Amid the cold of winter 

When half-gone was the night. 
 

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
The Rose I have in mind: 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright 
She bore to us a Savior 

When half-gone was the night. 
 
 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH 
Let us confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offering and come into his 
courts. 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal 592) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 
Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is 
a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  
 
We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. 
 
By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal 
covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never 
be forsaken by him. 
 
We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. 
Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-
giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true 
love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
 
INVITATION 
We invite all baptized Christians present to participate in Lord’s Supper. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. 
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And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  
 
You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have 
given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence.  But you have shown 
us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. 
 
For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise 
and bless you, O God.  
 
With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship 
and adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
[Silence] 
 
Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. 
 
In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer 
ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 
 
Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
 
And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 
grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may 
soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
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COMMUNION 
 
THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s 
holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 
 
Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all 
things with him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from 
this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

From Psalm 103, with additions 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
… 
Let us pray. 
 
We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us with your Word and 
Sacrament.  
 
Author of grace and God of love, send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children 
here present. Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only 
Savior, who has taught us to pray:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Next week’s guest preacher will be Elder Peter Pagerey. Peter is a Preaching 

Elder whose home church is First Church in Albany. He has been preaching 
for about 15 years. He worked for IBM for 30 years before retiring and then 
worked for the Albany Medical College for 8 more years before retiring again 
(and hopefully the last time). He is married and has 4 children and 8 
grandchildren as part of a blended family. Two of the grandchildren live with 
Pete and his wife, a 4 year old and an 8 year old.  

 It’s official!  All the i’s have been dotted and the t’s  crossed.   The Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses will be Bethany’s full-time pastor as of January 1, 2023.  She 
rented a place in South Colonie and on  December 16th  and would love help 
unpacking so she can head to South Carolina to visit her mother before 
starting her new job.  Movers will unload heavy furniture but she still needs 
multiple hands to unload boxes and help her get set up.  Please call the 
church office for more information if you can lend a few hours to help.  

 Today (not last Sunday) is the last Sunday to sign up to dedicate a 6 inch 
poinsettia in a loved one’s name to Bethany’s holiday celebration.  The 
dedications cost $10 and the 6” plant can be taken home to bring life and 
good memories to your home after the Christmas Day service.  You can also 
call the church office to dedicate a poinsettia through Tuesday (leave a 
message because the secretary will be arriving late after a weekend retreat). 

 A Community Forum  to “End Medical Debt” is being held at Bethany Tuesday 
at 6:30 pm.  All are invited to come.  If you have a story to share or you 
want more information go to: https://actionnetwork.org/events/end-medical-
debt-capital-region-community-forum?clear_id=true  

 More money was added to the Thanksgiving collection making Bethany’s total 
donation to the Regional Food Bank $800.  Bethany may be small, but we are 
“mighty.”  Thank you for sharing your blessings with others less fortunate.  

 After the congregational meeting on November 6, Jessica Fuglein volunteered 
to serve Bethany on the Consistory starting in 2023.  If anyone knows of any 
reason why this candidate should not be installed in the new year, please 
share your concerns with Pam Menton, VP of Consistory.  

 Jean Gantz was called on her birthday and is dealing with some mobility 
problems, but hopes to get to church in January to meet the new minister.  
She asked to be remembered to all and wishes everyone a good holiday.   
  

 
*PARTING HYMN #538 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing” 

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; 
Fill our hearts with joy and peace. 
Let us each, Thy love possessing, 

Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, 

Traveling through this wilderness. 
 

Thanks we give and adoration 
For Thy gospel's joyful sound; 
May the fruits of Thy salvation 
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In our hearts and lives abound! 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 

To the truth may we be found. 
 

So that when Thy love shall call us, 
Savior, from, the world away, 
Let no fear of death appall us, 
Glad Thy summons to obey. 
May we ever, May we ever 

Reign with Thee in endless day. 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION (Romans 15:5-6) 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together we may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 
*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE MUSIC OF “EDELWEISS” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  

Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $2,221 

 

*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 


