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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

 
December 11, 2022 

Third Sunday in Advent 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 
LORD their God, 
People: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who 
keeps faith forever; 
Leader: who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The 
LORD sets the prisoners free; 
People: the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.  
Leader: The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the 
righteous. 
People: The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and 
the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
All: The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD!         Psalm 146:5-10 
 
*OPENING HYMN #2  (Red Hymnal)  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O promised Christ: We are a world at war. Our peace depends on your coming. We are a 
sinful people. Our pardon depends on your coming. We are full of good intentions but 
weak at keeping promises; our only hope of doing God’s will is that you should come 
and help us do it. Lord Christ, Word made flesh, our world waits for your peace, for your 
pardon, and for your grace. Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
Leader: The good news of this Advent season is forgiveness of sin and new life. Let 
us commit our lives to Christ’s way of hope and peace.  
People: Thanks be to the Advent God, who comes among us, setting us free 
to love and serve. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Our only hope is Jesus Christ. After we refused to live in the image of God, 
he was born of the virgin Mary, sharing our genes and our instincts, 
entering our culture, speaking our language, fulfilling the law of God. 
Being united to Christ’s humanity, we know ourselves when we rest in him. 
Come, Lord Jesus: We are open to your Spirit. We await your full presence. 
Our world finds rest in you alone.                   —Our Song of Hope, st. 3, closing prayer 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

The Word of God 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   
God of love and power, you are revealed to us in your Word, in accounts of 
prophecy and fulfillment that direct our attention to Jesus Christ. Illumine us now 
as we hear your Word proclaimed, that we may open our hearts to him, yearn for 
his coming in glory, and serve him with joy. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 11:2-11 

    This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “O Bless the God of Israel” 
 

O bless the God of Israel, 
who comes to set us free, 
who visits and redeems us 



and grants us liberty. 
The prophets spoke of mercy, 

of rescue and release; 
God shall fulfil the promise 
to bring our people peace. 

 
He comes! the son of David 

the one whom God has given; 
he comes to live among us 
and raise us up to heaven. 
Before him goes the herald 

forerunner in the way, 
the prophet of salvation, 
the messenger of Day. 

 
Where once were fear and darkness 

the sun begins to rise 
the dawning of forgiveness 

upon the sinner's eyes, 
to guide the feet of pilgrims 
along the paths of peace: 

O bless our God and Saviour, 
with songs that never cease 

 
SERMON MESSAGE  “Are You the 0ne?”   
 
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #8  (Red Hymnal) “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates” 
 

 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, 
Behold, the King of glory waits; 

The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here! 

 
 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple, set apart 
From earthly use for heaven's employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

 
Redeemer, come! I open wide 

My heart to Thee: here, Lord, abide. 
Let me Thy inner presence feel; 
Thy grace and love in me reveal. 

OFFERING 
 



*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Next week we welcome Jo Prout to lead us in worship.  Jo Prout is an elder at 
the Second Reformed Church of Coxsackie. A University of Notre Dame 
graduate, she was previously a reporter in Albany County for 20 years (and 
started her journey in Albany by living in Pine Hills) before completing a 
Master of Ministry degree in 2017. Prout was recently admitted to Duke 
Divinity School to seek a Master of Divinity degree. Prout was twice published 
in the defunct RCA publication, The Church Herald, serves as Sunday school 
superintendent at her home church, and occasionally fills in on organ and 
piano.  

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate mitten, 
hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed Church’s Keep 
Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food pantry clients,  or give 
a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s Baby’s First Campaign to 
provide wrap around services to a vulnerable populations of parents facing 
unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats 
and/or parenting classes.  Donation envelopes will be provided on the table 
in the narthex or donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany 
Reformed Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the church 
office.   

 If you are thinking about getting a gift for someone who has everything, why 
not make a donation in their honor.  Catalogs from the Heifer Project, Church 
World Service and World Renew can be found in the magazine rack in the 
back of the sanctuary.    

 Volunteers are still needed to help Pastor Elizabeth move into her 4 Leach 
Avenue home on Friday.  If you can help, please call the church office for 
more information.  

 Please remember Winnie Burnett, a lovely church member who died several 
years ago, but for whom Bethany continues to receive Memorial Donations 
from her estate.  Bethany was blessed by her life and her legacy.   

 HANDEL'S MESSIAH SING ALONG: Today at 3PM the St. Peter’s Choir, along 
with a chamber orchestra and soloists, will host a Handel’s Messiah Sing 
Along. Come sing with the choir or come just to listen. Scores will be 
available or bring your own. Free admission with donations received. 

 The church’s Christmas card mailbox is now available in the narthex to send 
cards to fellow congregants.   
  



 
 
 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #376 (Red Hymnal) “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 
 

 Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 



 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*CHARGE 
Fear not, people of the Lord. 
God brings you strength and victory 
 
*BENEDICTION 
As you depart this day, 
May you feel the Lord’s presence 
And hear His song singing over you,  
Now and forever more. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

 

  
 

Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you 
to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  
homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are 
interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $979 
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
 


