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Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
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John Davis      Ron and Roy 
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Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
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*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
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Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
 
 



 
 

 

Guest Preacher 
Jo Prout 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
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Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Jo Prout 
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Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 
 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
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Jo Prout 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 
 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
 
 



 
 

 

Guest Preacher 
Jo Prout 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 
 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
 
 



 
 

 

Guest Preacher 
Jo Prout 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 
 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
 
 



 
 

 

Guest Preacher 
Jo Prout 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 
 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
 
 



 
 

 

Guest Preacher 
Jo Prout 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 
 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
 
 



 
 

 

Guest Preacher 
Jo Prout 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 
 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
 
 



 
 

 

Guest Preacher 
Jo Prout 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2022 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



 
 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
 

Dec. 18, 2022 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
VOTUM  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)    
Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all 
so. 
Christmas is a time of anticipation, a time of giving, and a time of hope and 
promise. 
We can hardly wait. We are ready to receive. 
Let us open ourselves to the wonder of it all. 
Come, let us worship the God of sign, wonder, and promise. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Fourth Sunday of Advent: Revelation 
and Peace Scripture: Luke 2:10-14)  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 



host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting:  
Today we relight the candles of Expectation and Hope, recalling God’s 
promise (first blue candle);  
 
the candle of Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, 
urging the people to prepare the way of the coming Lord (second blue 
candle);  
 
and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM (rose 
candle). 
 
Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the 
announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed 
through the Christ child (last blue candle).  
 
Prayer: O God, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and 
we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your 
peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 *OPENING HYMN    “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” 
 

"Gentle Joseph, Joseph dear, 
stay with me, for the baby's near; 

God will surely your goodness hear, 
as you will love this new-born child," says Mary. 

 
"Gladly Mary, Mary mine, 

I will cradle the child divine; 
Here will heaven and earth combine, 

for you will bear God's child, O dearest Mary." 
 

"Peace to all and God's good-will," 
heaven and earth with this song will fill; 

Soon will God, in the evening still, 
be born in Bethlehem, the child of Mary. 

 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. Our 
preparations are far from complete, and we grow tired. Forgive our 
shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 
blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and 
presence; yet we have chosen stress and worry as we journey to 
Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us down. Remind us of the ways in 
which you are present with us in the love and compassion that is 
brought to all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive 
your love and the gift of the Christ Child. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus 
Christ. This is given for you. Friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. You are loved by God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Nicene Creed, reprinted from rca.org) 
 
Let us state what we believe: 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and 



the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 7:10-16    Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25 
 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

 
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new. 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing Greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 



 
SERMON MESSAGE     
 
 

The Response to God 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #34  (Red Hymnal)  “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born With love enough for all, 
Whole kingdoms slept, the Lord came down To grace a manger stall. 

And with a glorious light Angels appeared that night, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

Royalty and shepherds came To worship from afar, 
Guided through the long cold night By one persistent star. 

As each beheld the Son, Strangers became as one, 
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

The mystery of Bethlehem Was long ago, they say, 
But, miracle of miracles, The Baby live today 

In each new heart that hears Love coming through the years,  
Singing, “Come, come, Christ is born!  Come, come world forlorn. 

The Child of peace and sacrifice is waiting to be found. 
 

 
OFFERING  
 
*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Please join Bethany on Christmas Eve for a special carol service at 7 
pm.  Message both on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 
delivered by Dr. John Davis.  A lifetime resident of Albany and an 
Episcopalian at birth, in 2019 he was called by the Holy Spirit to visit a 
variety of congregations, and found “that in spite of differences in 
doctrine and practice, there is more that unites us than separates us.” 



He even worshiped here at Bethany frequently prior to COVID. In 2020 
he was called to be a lay preacher in the Episcopal Church and he 
returned to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.  He has regularly filled in to 
lead services at St. Peter’s and Bethany as we both searched for new 
ministers.    He is especially appreciated at Bethany by all those on 
Zoom  because of his clear and easy to understand "professor's" voice. 

 On January 1, our guest preacher will be Rev. Glenn Van Oort, a prior 
interim pastor at Bethany, who has retired and no longer preaches, 
but. . . .  His final farewell to preaching was foiled in the Spring on 
Easter Day when he was exposed to COVID and had to cancel his 
appearance at Bethany within hours of the start of our service.  
Everyone was disappointed, but he promised he would come out of 
retirement to preach at Bethany one last time. On New Year’s Day he 
will fulfill his promise and pass the torch to our new pastor, Rev. 
Elizabeth Moses who will preach the following week.  

 The January newsletter will go out next week.  Please get any articles 
or prayer requests to the church office by next Tuesday.   

 The free first quarter 2023 copies of “Words of Hope,”  a daily 
devotional guide, can be found in the back of the church on the 
radiator. 

 Bethany’s Christmas Mission project(s) are twofold:  either donate 
mitten, hats and gloves (or money to buy them) to the First Reformed 
Church’s Keep Warm Ministry to provide warm clothing to their food 
pantry clients,  or give a monetary contribution to Mom Starts Here’s 
Baby’s First Campaign to provide wrap around services to a vulnerable 
populations of parents facing unplanned pregnancies.  Monetary 
donations will buy diapers, beds, car seats and/or parenting classes.  
Donation envelopes will be provided on the table in the narthex or 
donations can be made with a check made out to Bethany Reformed 
Church, marked in the memo line, either “ Keep Warm Ministry or 
Baby’s First Campaign and put in the offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.   

  Rev. Moses would like to thank all those that helped, or were standing 
by to help, her move into her new home on a snowy Friday:  Pam, 
Melody, Ellen, Phyllis, Maureen, Nancy, Diane and Cindy.  "Women 
power to the rescue."   

 
*HYMN OF PARTING   #20  (Red Hymnal)    “Watchman Tell Us Of the Night” 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 
See that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 



Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

Promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 
See, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo! the Son of God is come! 

 
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see 
Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask 
this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and 
Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to 
find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be 
eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you 
would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by 
the way we love each other. May the love of this church body grow 
here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord our God, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, AMEN. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy sources: 
 

Marquis, Angela. "Fourth Sunday of Advent - 18 December 2022." Pastoral 
Liturgy 53, no. 1 (2022): 1-6. https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-
liturgy/vol53/iss1/18 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4442/worship-elements-december-22-
2019 
 
Mt. Bethel UMC Advent Wreath Readings Handout 
 
 

 
 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The following people have generously donated one or more of the poinsettias by the 
altar in memory of their loved ones.  If you would like to have your name included 
in this list for the next 2 weeks and take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve 
service, please call the church office.  Donation:  $10 
 
  

Donor       In Memory of 
Diane Avery  (2)      Edith &  Erwin Avery 
Lisa Benware     Iris H. Benware 
John Davis      Ron and Roy 
Wendy Delehanty (2)     Eleanor Frost 
Bob and Polly Eberle    Joan Hollner 
Bob Hollner      Joan Hollner 
David, Debra, and Donna  Hollner  Joan Hollner 
Janny and Andy Mironchuk   Wayne Stalker 
Rena Mironchuk     Yuzu 
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Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

Summary  
General Fund November '22 1/1 - 11/30/22 
Total Receipts 10,691.16 117,011.84 
Total Disbursements   9,723.54 101,937.56 
Net Cash      967.62   15,074.28 
  
Last week’s donations to General Fund:     $499                                                                                                                             
 
*Includes only General Fund, not the outlay of money for parking lot, boilers, 
restoration, or replacing parsonage AC. 
 
 


