
  
  

 

Guest Preacher Rev. Glenn N. Van Oort 
  

Bethany’s Music Director:  
Catherine Schane-Lydon                                                                                               

Guest Violinist:  Albert Deresienski                                                                 
  

  
2022 Consistory Members  

Pam Menton VP (Elder)        Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)    Bill Murray (Deacon)  

  
  

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –   

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,   
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others  

to follow Christ in a life changing way.  
  
  

Bethany Reformed Church  
760 New Scotland Avenue     Albany, New York 12208 Telephone: 

518-482-7998  
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com  

Visit us: bethanyrc.org  
  

  



  

 

Order of Worship  

January 1, 2023  

*Means rise in body or spirit  
Bold print for congregational response  

  

PRELUDE  

Responsive Call to Worship  
  

VOTUM  

CALL TO WORSHIP Isiah 63: 7  

I will recount the gracious deed of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
because of all the Lord has done for us.      
                                                         
*OPENING HYMN:  “What Child Is This”  # 53 (red)  

What Child is this who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

 
Refrain: 

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 
Why lies He in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 

 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

Come one and all, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION: Epiphany Prayer pg. 119 (green) 

Eternal God,  
By a star you led magi to the worship of your Son. 
Guide the nations of the earth by your light, 
that the whole world may see your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE: from Psalm 148 vs.12-14  

Young men and women alike, old and young together!                                                   
Let them praise the name of the Lord; for His name alone is exalted.                       
His glory is above the earth and heaven.  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  (from Hebrews 2:14,18)                                                              

He (Jesus) had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so 
that he may be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make atonement for the sins of the people.  Because he himself was 
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those being tested.  

*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red)  
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World 
without end. Amen, Amen.  

  

 

The Word of God 
  

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION     
  

SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 2:13-23,      

This is the gospel of our Lord,  
Thanks be to You, O Christ!  

 

  

 



MUSICAL INTERLUDE            “Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year” 

Now greet the swiftly changing year 
With joy and penitence sincere. 

Rejoice, rejoice, with thanks embrace 
Another year of grace. 

 
Christ's love abundant far exceeds 

The volume of a whole year's needs. 
Rejoice, rejoice, with thanks embrace 

Another year of grace. 
 

With such a God to lead our way 
In hazard or prosperity, 

What need we fear in earth or space 
In this new year of grace? 

 
"All glory be to God on high, 

And peace on earth!" the angels cry. 
Rejoice, rejoice, with thanks embrace 

Another year of grace. 

 

  

SERMON MESSAGE             Looking Forward   

Text Luke 9:62  “No one who puts a hand to plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God.”       

   

The Response to God  

 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Soon and Very Soon”    106  (Green)    

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
we are goin' to see the King! 



No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
we are goin' to see the King! 

No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
we are goin' to see the King! 

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
we’re are goin' to see the King! 

 

OFFERING  

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.    
Praise God above ye heavenly host  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts)  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 Next week we welcome our new pastor, Pastor Libby Moses to the pulpit.  

Come join us as we start a new chapter in the life of Bethany Reformed 
Church.   

 New directories are available in the narthex.  Please take one and use it to 
contact attendees and those we still miss. If there are errors or omissions, 
please bring them to Bethany’s attention by contacting the church secretary.  

 Please keep David and Chris VanAlstyne and their family in your prayers.  
David’s brother has been hospitalized in Seattle and Chris’ centenarian 
father, who lives alone, suffered significant damage to his home during the 
December 23 storm.  

 Rejoice with Kathy Casey.  She will be moving to Apartment 216 at the 
Beltrone Living Center in mid-January where everything will be on one floor 
and where socializing doesn’t have to involve the telephone.   



 

*HYMN OF PARTING  “We Three Kings of Orient Are”  Vs. 1 & 5  # 66 (red) 

We three kings of Orient are, 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
Following yonder star. 

 
Refrain: 

O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright; 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light! 

Glorious now behold Him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice; 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Sounds through the earth and skies. (Refrain) 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH:  
  
Heavenly Father,  
  
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 
church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory.  
  
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 
ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 
our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us.  
  
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory.  
  
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
  

 

 



 

*BENEDICTION  

 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss”  

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever,  

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor.  

Lift up your eyes and see God's face full 
of grace forever.  

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever.  

  

POSTLUDE  

  

  

                                                                              

  

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are:  

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays)  

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray  
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.    

  


