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Order of Worship 

January 8, 2023                                          Baptism of the Lord’s Sunday 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP  
(Based on Psalm 29, Isaiah 42, Amos 5, John 1) 
 
We know that the voice of the Lord is powerful. 
We know that the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
We believe that the servant of the Lord will not break a bruised reed. 
We believe that the servant of the Lord will not quench a dim 
flame. 
Both these things are true: 
Our God’s righteousness is a mighty stream, 
And our Savior is like a lamb. 
Through the Holy Spirit, we hold space for all aspects of God. 
Today we worship an unknowable God, who loves us and calls 
us by name, who came to meet us in the person of Jesus Christ 
 
*OPENING HYMN   #68 (Red Hymnal)  “What Star Is This, With Beams So 
Bright” 

What star is this, with beams so bright, 
More lovely than the noonday light? 

’Tis sent to announce a newborn King, 
Glad tidings of our God to bring. 

 
’Tis now fulfilled what God decreed, 
“From Jacob shall a star proceed”; 

And lo! the Eastern sages stand 
To read in heaven the Lord’s command. 

O Jesus, while the star of grace 



Impels us on to seek Your face, 
Let not our slothful hearts refuse 
The guidance of Your light to use. 

 
To God the Father, God the Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
May every tongue and nation raise 
An endless song of thankful praise. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Creator God, in our baptisms, you marked us with your love, 
inviting us into covenant with you. As we grow older, you reveal 
more and more of yourself to us. We see and experience the 
brokenness of the world; we know that we are called to embody 
your love. But the task sometimes feels too big. It’s easier to 
ignore the pain of others. It’s easier to choose blindness. Forgive 
us for forgetting our baptism, for forgetting that our lives are 
meant for something bigger. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red Hymnal)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s 
Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measures of the mind; 



And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI   #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     Matthew 3:13-17  

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE         “How About Wade in the Water” 

Refrain: 
Wade in the water, 

wade in the water children, 
Wade in the water, 

God’s gonna trouble the water. 

See that host all dressed in white, 
God’s gonna trouble the water. 

The leader looks like the Israelite, 
God’s gonna trouble the water. [Refrain] 



See that band all dressed in red, 
God’s gonna trouble the water. 

Looks like the band that Moses led, 
God’s gonna trouble the water. [Refrain] 

If you don’t believe I’ve been redeemed, 
God’s gonna trouble the water. 

Just follow me down to Jordan’s stream, 
God’s gonna trouble the water. [Refrain] 

 

SERMON:  “Renewal of Baptism Vows” 

The Response to God 

*LITANY FOR THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD (Book of Common Worship) 
O Christ, by your epiphany your light shines upon us, giving us the 
fullness of salvation. Help us show your light to all we meet today. 
Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ of glory, you humbled yourself to be baptized, showing us 
the way of humility. Strengthen us to serve you in humility all the 
days of our life. 
Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, by your baptism you cleansed us from our sin, making us 
children of your Father. Give the grace of being a child of God to all 
who seek you. 
Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, by your baptism you sanctified creation and opened the 
door of repentance to all who are baptized. Make us servants of your 
gospel in the world. 
Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, by your baptism you revealed to us the glorious Trinity 
when the voice from heaven proclaimed, “This is my beloved Son,” 
and the Holy Spirit descended upon you like a dove. Renew a 
heart of worship within all the baptized. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 



 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #70 (Red Hymnal)  “Christ, When for Us You 
Were Baptized” 

Christ, when for us You were baptized, 
God’s Spirit on You came, 

As peaceful as a dove and yet 
As urgent as a flame. 

 
God called You “my beloved Son,” 

The suffering servant true, 
Sent You the kingdom to proclaim, 

God’s holy will to do. 
 

Straightway and steadfast until death 
You then obeyed God’s call 

Freely as Son of Man to serve 
And give Your life for all. 

 
Baptize us with Your Spirit, Lord, 

Your cross on us be signed, 
That, likewise in God’s service, we 

May perfect freedom find. 
 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY  #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

 



PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Jesus Himself supervised the preparation of the Passover meal, including 
the Lord’s Supper.  He arranged for the place where it was to be held and 
delegated Peter and John to prepare the Passover meal.   
 
In a similar manner, leaders of our church have prepared this communion 
for us to celebrate 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic practice to remember what Jesus, God’s 
Son, willingly did for us.  He became the sacrifice necessary to forgive our 
sins.  The bread represents His body, and the cup, His blood.  As we are 
reminded, crucifixion and resurrection are the means God chose, though 
Christ our Savior. 
 
All who seek forgiveness and transformation into new life, are invited to 
participate. 
 
 
COMMUNION 
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 
PRAYER OFTHANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
. . .  
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
HYMN   #507  (Red Hymnal)   “I Come with Joy”  verses 3 & 4 
 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,  
Each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 
And strangers now are friends, 
And strangers now are friends. 

 
And thus with joy we meet our Lord.   

His presence, always near,  
Is in such friendship better known:   

We see and praise Him here, 
We see and praise Him here.   

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Bethany is thrilled to welcome Pastor Elizabeth to our pulpit.  

For church business she would prefer to be called on her cell 
phone which is 618-294-6878 rather than the church office 
phone, although she will respond to either and welcomes 
hearing from you and getting to know you.   

 The Bethany church’s assessment from the Classis for 2023 
is $112.41 per member.  If you are able to help Bethany pay 
that cost it would be greatly appreciated.  The Classis 
provides resources for all Reformed churches in the area and 
provided Bethany supervisors during our 2 year search for a 
pastor and a $7,500 grant for our new boilers.  They also 
provide special support for ministers new to the area and/or 
new to their current assignments. 



 David Hollner has asked for prayers for his girlfriend of 12 
years, Tristan, who was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia on New Year’s Day.  She is undergoing aggressive 
24/7 chemotherapy induction treatment for 7 days and will 
remain hospitalized in Virginia for at least 30 days.  David 
has returned home for just a few days and will be driving 
back to be with her for the duration of her treatment. Please 
include them both in your prayers.  

 Phoebe Lewinski has been hospitalized over the holidays and 
has been transferred to Our Lady of Mercy Life Center (next 
to the Guilderland Library).  At 102 years old, she is still 
sharp and walking, but needs more intense monitoring of 
her oxygen levels.  Please pray for her as she transitions to 
a new environment, which can be difficult for anyone.   

 Pastor Elizabeth delivered poinsettias to Don Gray and Jack 
Haefeli on Friday at Van Rensselaer Manor in Troy. They 
miss Bethany and the people that made the church so 
special.  Dropping them a card with a favorite memory 
would “make their day.”   

 Thank you for your Christmas donations of mittens, gloves, 
hats, socks and scarves for First Church’s Keep Warm 
ministry.  Bethany will continue to bring any donations along 
with food donations for First Church throughout the next 2 
months.  

 Besides the articles for Keep Warm ministry, Christmas 
donations of money for the Keep Warm Ministry and Mom 
Starts Here Ministry totaled $560.  Thank you.   

 Pam Menton would like to express her heartfelt appreciation 
for all the support she received over the past two years, 
especially Melody Van Alstyne, Bill Murray, and Wendy 
Delehanty.  In addition, Diane Avery as she has been a true 
rock holding the fort in the church office.  Bethany is truly 
blessed with amazing people! 
 
 

 

 



*HYMN OF PARTING #492  (Red Hymnal)  “Baptized in Water” 

Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 
Cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King; 
Heirs of salvation, Trusting the promise, 

Faithfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 
Dead in the tomb with Christ, our King; 
One with His rising, Freed and forgiven, 
Thankfully now God’s praises we sing. 

 
Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 

Marked with the sign of Christ, our King; 
Born of the Spirit, We are God’s children, 

Joyfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 



 

*BENEDICTION 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the 
picture icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  
Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 


