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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Rev. Elizabeth Moses 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2023 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Rev. Elizabeth Moses 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2023 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Elizabeth Moses 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2023 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Bethany Reformed Church 
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Rev. Elizabeth Moses 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 
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called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
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Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    
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Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
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Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 

January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on John 1) 

To all searching for grace and truth, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for meaning and purpose, 
Come and see! 
To all searching for abundant life, 
Come and see! 
Let us worship God together 

*OPENING HYMN  #487  (Red Hymnal)  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have been timid and unreliable witnesses 
of Jesus Christ.  Forgive us... 
...for the times we have stayed silent in the face of injustice 
and hate, 
...for the times our actions have not matched our beliefs, 
...for the times we have hoarded our abundance, 
...for the times we have turned away from your children in need. 
For the many ways we fail to follow Jesus, forgive us. Invite us 
again to come and see, and to abide in your presence so that we 
may be transformed and renewed. Empower us to witness, with 
our words and lives, to the love and grace we’ve experienced in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Personal prayers continued in silence 
 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



 
*GLORIA PATRI  # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Isaiah 42:1-9 
     John 1:29-42 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “Here I Am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have hear My people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bring 
Who will bear My light to them? Whom will I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   
I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 



 

SERMON:  “Come and See” 

 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  #267 (Green Hymnal)  “Will You Come and 
Follow Me” 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Wil you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Wil you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF DEACON (including Apostles’ Creed page 14) 

Jessica Fuglein 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red Hymnal)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 29 after 
the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about Bethany’s 
path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have to be used 
to meet our obligations.  

 Bethany thanks all those who have been able to help Bethany pay 
the $112.41 Classis yearly assessment for each member.  We have 
been blessed with the Classis’ help the past two years and the grant 
they provided to help us cover the boiler expenses.    

 If you haven’t sent a note to Tristan, David Hollner’s long term 
girlfriend, who is hospitalized in Virginia, please drop her a line just to 
say she is in your prayers.  It would mean a lot to her and David as 
she struggles with acute myeloid leukemia.  Her address is Tristan 
Kisling, Room R620, Sentara Norfolk General Hospital, 600 Gresham 
Dr., Norfolk VA 23507  

 Not listed in the newsletter was the birthday of one of our newest 
congregants.  Nell Moses will be celebrating his birthday Monday.  
Happy Birthday, Nell.  

 Kathy Casey will be moving on Thursday to the Beltrone Living 
Center.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to you new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #536 (Red Hymnal)  “Lord Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 



Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
 

*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $832.00    

 

 


