
 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Elizabeth Moses 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2023 Consistory Members 

Pam Menton VP (Elder)  Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 
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Order of Worship 

January 22, 2023                                            3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 
PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 27:1) 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
We gather in the presence of God. Let us open our hearts and minds in 
worship. 

*OPENING HYMN  #377  (Red Hymnal)  “Lord, You Have Come to the 
Lakeshore” 

You have come up to the lakeshore,  
Looking neither for wise nor for wealthy,  

You only wanted that I should follow, 
 

Refrain 
O Lord with Your eyes You have searched me, 
And, while smiling, have called our my name, 

Now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me, 
Now with You I will seek other seas. 

 
You know that I own so little,  

In my boat there’s no money nor weapons,  
You’ll only find there my nets and labor. 

Refrain 
 

You need the caring of my hands. 
Through my tiredness, may others find resting. 

You need a love that just goes on loving. 
Refrain 



 
You, who have fished other oceans, 

Ever longed for by souls that are waiting, 
My dear and good friend, as thus You call me. 

Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, when despair and suffering overwhelm us, we cry 
out for you and feel abandoned. We doubt your presence and your 
promises. We believe you have turned away from us in anger. We 
ask why you have forsaken us. In these moments, strengthen us 
in faith and fill our hearts with courage. We believe, God. Help our 
unbelief.  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE  #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ” 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 

 

 For the love of God is broader 
Than the measures of the mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 



*GLORIA PATRI  #579 (Red Hymnal) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
     Matthew 4:12-23 

This is the word of our God, 

Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    “ I Heard the Voice Of Jesus Say” 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 

 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 

the living water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world's light. 
Look unto me; your morn shall rise and all your day be bright.” 

I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk  

till trav’ling days are done 

SERMON:  “Being Called. . . Who Me?” 

 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 1) 



My only comfort in life and in death is that I am not by own, but 
belong with body and soul, both in life and in death,  to my faithful 
Saviour Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his 
precious blood,  and has set me free from all the power of the 
devil. He also preserves me in such a way  that without the will of 
my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all 
things must work together for my salvation.  Therefore, by his 
Holy Spirit he also assures me of eternal life  and makes me 
heartily willing and ready from now on to live for him. 10 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING  “They”ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” 

We are one in the Spirit 
We are one in the Lord 
We are one in the Spirit 
We are one in the Lord 

And we pray that all unity 
May one day be restored 

 
Refrain 

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love 

 
We will walk with each other 

We will walk hand in hand 
We will walk with each other 
We will walk hand-in-hand 

And together we'll spread the news 
That God is in our land 

Refrain 
 

We will work with each other 
We will work side-by-side 

We will work with each other 
We will work side-by-side 

And we'll guard each man's dignity  



and save each man's pride 
Refrain 

 
All praise to the Father 

From whom all things come 
And all praise to Christ Jesus 

His only Son 
And all praise to the Spirit  

who makes us one 
Refrain 

 

OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 (Red )  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held next week, January 
29, after the worship service.  Please join us in conversation about 
Bethany’s path forward, the budget, and the reserves that will have 
to be used to meet our obligations. A copy of the budget can be 
found in the narthex or requested   by calling the church office. 

 Address labels with Rev. Elizabeth’s preferred phone number are 
available in the narthex to affix to your new directory over her name 
and the church office phone number.  Either number is acceptable, 
but this one is preferred.   

 If you have not met one-on-one with Bethany’s new pastor, she is 
anxious to meet you, either in your home, at church, or out for 
coffee.  Please add your name to her calendar and arrange a 



meeting, or think about where you would like to meet when she calls 
you.  Either way, she wants to get to know you, your needs, your 
talents, and your desires and goals for Bethany.   

 Please get all February newsletter articles or prayer requests into the 
office by Friday.   
 

*HYMN OF PARTING #282 (Green Hymnal)  “Song of Hope” 

May the God of hope go with us every day, 
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

May the God of justice speed us on our way, 
bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

Refrain 
Praying, let us work for peace; 
singing, share our joy with all; 
working for a world that's new, 

faithful when we hear Christ's call. 

God will be our Shepherd as we go our way 
And will not forsake us when we go astray 
Even though the load of life is hard to bear, 

We must not forget that God is always there. 
Refrain 

 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 



 
May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
_____________________________________________________________ 
*Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 
Net Cash                                               $   -$14,390.39                        $ 683.89  

 
*This does not include the $23,084 still owed for Flood Recovery and replacing the parsonage 
HVAC system. 
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $755.00    


