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Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 

Net Cash                            $   -$14,390.39                         $ 683.89  
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $7998.43 
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We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
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For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
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Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
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don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
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May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 

Net Cash                            $   -$14,390.39                         $ 683.89  
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $7998.43 
 

 



 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Elizabeth Moses 
 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2023 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
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Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 

Net Cash                            $   -$14,390.39                         $ 683.89  
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $7998.43 
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2023 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
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Here we will take the wine and the water, 
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Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
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Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
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Net Cash                            $   -$14,390.39                         $ 683.89  
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $7998.43 
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
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Net Cash                            $   -$14,390.39                         $ 683.89  
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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 

Net Cash                            $   -$14,390.39                         $ 683.89  
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $7998.43 
 

 



 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Elizabeth Moses 
 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2023 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
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*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
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For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 
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As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 
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Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
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you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
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Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 

Net Cash                            $   -$14,390.39                         $ 683.89  
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $7998.43 
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 

Net Cash                            $   -$14,390.39                         $ 683.89  
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $7998.43 
 

 



 

 
Pastor 
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2023 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)   Jessica Fuglein (Deacon) 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

VOTUM and CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 6:8) 

What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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What does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God? 
Let us worship our Triune God 

 

*OPENING HYMN  #8 (Green Hymnal)  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery,  
We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
Call to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
 



Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire--of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken 
truth from the heart with love. We do not keep your word, and 
when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in 
the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  

  Personal prayers continued in silence 
…in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we offer this prayer.  Amen.   
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE   #298 (Red)  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

”There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God's justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgment given. 



 
For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God's word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving 

For the goodness of our Lord. 

*GLORIA PATRI   # 579 (Red Hymnal) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
The Word of  God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:      1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
          Matthew 5:1-12 
      

This is the word of our God, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ!                                                    

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE       “Blest Are They” 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow; they 

shall be consoled. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 
Blest are they, the lowly ones: they shall inherit the 

earth. Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; they shall 
have their fill. 

 
Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 

 



Blest are they, who seek peace; they are the children 
of God. Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of 

God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you, who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God; shine 

for all to see 
  

SERMON:  “Living Topsy Turvy” 

The Response to God 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 26) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules 
them by his eternal counsel and providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ the Son.  I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends upon me in this sad world.  God is able ot do this because 
he is almighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING     “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 

Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 

Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as 
God's own. 

Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful 

sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 

Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY   # 591 (Red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Now, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying 
together, “Our Father...”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Following the service today will be a Congregational Meeting.  It is an 
opportunity to review with Consistory the Annual Report, the 2023 
Budget, and visions or concerns for Bethany. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be available at the meeting.  If you would like a paper 
copy of the Annual Report and cannot make the meeting, please call 
the office and a paper copy will be sent to you.   

 Newsletters should be going out shortly.  Check out opportunities for 
Bible Study, a chance to volunteer with Bethany at the Regional Food 
Bank, an Ash Wednesday service, and a new fundraising idea.   

*HYMN OF PARTING #346 (Red Hymnal)  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 



Lead us forward into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind. 
For our growing in your likeness, 

bring the life of Christ to mind 
that by our response and service 

earth its destiny may find. 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to 
see Your church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We 
don’t ask this with selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your 
name sake and Your Glory. 
 
Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready 
to find ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family 
to be eagerly expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep 
that you would lead to our flock. May the world know that we are 
Yours by the way we love each other. May the love of this church 
body grow here and spread into the community around us. 
 



May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 
We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 
Bethany Reformed Fiscal Report—Thank you for your generosity 

 
SUMMARY:  General Fund                          December 2022            1/1 -12/31/22  
Total Receipts                                              $ 6,594.45$                 $123,606.29 
Total Disbursements                                   $ 20,984.83                   $122,922.40 

Net Cash                            $   -$14,390.39                         $ 683.89  
 
Last week’s donations to General Fund:  $7998.43 
 

 


