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Order of Worship 

May 29, 2022 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

PRELUDE 

Responsive Call to Worship 

VOTUM 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Palms 34) 

I will bless the Lord at all times; 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 

Let the humble hear and be glad. 

• magnify the Lord with me, 

And let us exalt His name together. 

• Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

Happy are those who take refuge in Him. 

The Lord redeems the life of His servants; 

None of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. 

*OPENING HYMN #324 (Red), “Open My Eyes That I May See” 

Open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me. 

Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. 
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

Open my ears that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear, 
and while the wave notes fall on my ear, ev’rything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

Open my mouth and let me bear gladly the warm truth ev’rywhere. 
Open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share. 

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my mouth, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord, again, we admit our failures. You are loving and forgiving, but we 

hold back. You would grant us all we need, but we would rather do it 
ourselves. You call us to be holy, but we are content to be earthy. We are 

easily fearful, but not of you. Lord forgive us. 

(a time of silent reflections) 

Lord, help us to glorify you in words and action. Our desire and delight is 

to give You thanks and praise. 

HYMN OF ASSURANCE #240 (Red), “Out of the Depths” 

Out of the depths to Thee I raise The voice of lamentation; 

Lord, turn a gracious ear to me, And hear my supplication. 
If Thou shouldst count our every sin, Each evil deed or 

thought within, O who could stand before Thee? 

To wash away the crimson stain Grace, grace alone prevaileth. 
Our works, alas! are all in vain; In much the best life faileth. 

For none can glory in Thy sight, All must alike con- 
fess Thy might And live alone by mercy. 

Therefore my trust is in the Lord, And not in mine own merit. 
On God my soul shall rest; God's word Upholds my fainting spirit. 

God's promised mercy is my fort, My comfort, and my 
strong support; I wait for it with patience. 

What though I wait the live-long night, And till the dawn appeareth, 

My heart still trusteth in God's might; It doubteth not nor feareth: 
So let the Israelites in heart, Born of the Spirit, 

do their part, And wait till God appeareth. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; He descended to hell, the third day He rose 
again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and seated at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty, from there he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

  



*GLORIA PATRI 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING : Revelation 21 to 22:5 

This is the word of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 

SERMON MESSAGE : “Tell Me About Heaven” 

[Exodus 34: 6,7; Ps 84:4; Isa 55:17 ff; Ezek 37:27; Matt 22:30 ff; Matt 24:30 ff; 

Luke 9:31; Luke 23:39 ff; John 11:25 ff; John 14:1-11; Romans 8:48; 1 Cor 15:50 

ff; 2 Cor 5:1-5; 1 Thess 4:13-18] 

The Response to God 

*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #280 (Red), “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come; 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shinning as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun. 

 



OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY #592 (Red), “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Next week the Rev. Abby Norton Levering will be preaching. She currently 
resides in Niskayuna and is the Ministries Coordinator for Albany Synod 
Ministries. A graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 

Seminary, she previously served as pastor of the Glenmont Community 
(Reformed) Church and currently the mother of a daughter, Valerie, born 

during the pandemic. 
 Diane, the “bionic” woman is having her adaptability tested daily, but is 

grateful for the angels and good wishes that have surrounded her. Plates, 

rods, and screws now hold her together and she can expect to be in a non-
weight bearing cast for up to 2 months. She won’t know much more until the 

follow up appointment on June 7, but appreciates all the congregation’s 
prayers and well wishes. 

 Please continue to email or call the church office for emergencies. Melody 

VanAlstyne is filling in for Diane. Please be patient while Melody is learning 
the church office procedures. 

 The Boy Scout Troop 1011, that meets at our church, will be in the Memorial 
Day Parade on May 30. 

 Please send in all newsletter information by Friday, May 27 for the June 
newsletter. 

 Next week in Pentecost Sunday. If you own a red shirt or blouse, please feel free 
to wear it. 

*HYMN OF PARTING #399 (Red), “We Walk By Faith” 

We walk by faith, and not by sight, No 

gracious words we hear From Christ, who spoke as 
none e’er spoke; But we believe Him near. 

We may not touch His hands and side, nor 
follow where He trod; But in His promise 
we rejoice, and cry, “My Lord and God!” 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; And 
may our faith abound To call on You when 

You are near, And seek where You are found: 

That, when our life of faith is done, In 
realms of clearer light We may behold You 

as You are, With full and endless sight. 



SPECIAL PRAYER FOR BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH: 
 

Heavenly Father, 

We come before you this morning with a desire in our hearts to see Your 

church, here at Bethany Reformed Church, grow. We don’t ask this with 
selfish ambitions, but we ask this for Your name sake and Your Glory. 

Father, please give us hearts and minds that are willing and ready to find 

ways to reach our community. Help us as a church family to be eagerly 
expectant with open arms to welcome those sheep that you would lead to 

our flock. May the world know that we are Yours by the way we love each 
other. May the love of this church body grow here and spread into the 
community around us. 

May all these things be done for Your honor and Your Glory. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
*BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 

POSTLUDE 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person? Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 

just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom. Go to the 

www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 

service/activity you are interested in. Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 

internet to worship and stay in touch. 

http://www.bethanyrc.org/

